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Plan for 

bell tower 
becomes a reality

The bell tower that was part 

of St. Peter’s master plan 38 

years ago is finally going up.

KIDS JAM and 
Youth Choir begin
KIDS JAM children’s choirs 

and the Youth Choir begin a 

new season of bringing their 

gifts of music to St. Peter’s.

20775 Kingsland Blvd., Katy, Texas 77450
    (281) 492-8031       stpkaty.org

More than 40 third-graders received their own Bibles last Sunday during presenta-
tions in worship. All of our pastors highlighted their favorite scriptures from the Old 
and New Testaments in the Bibles and prayed over each one. The children will be able 
to search through their Bibles to find out which pastor highlighted which verses and 
begin to become familiar with God’s Word.

Receiving the Word of God
Third-grade Bible presentation



Dear Friends, 
I heard an expression this week that I have 

never heard before. It related to the eclipse 
of the sun. The reporter was talking about the 
path through the United States in which the 
sun would be 100 percent blocked by the sun. 
He called it “the path of totality.” That sound-
ed so ominous to me.

However, it got me to thinking about the 
path people take in life. Some are heading 
as fast as they can toward the darkness. The 
choices they make, the actions they take or 
don’t take, are leading them toward dark-
ness—the path of totality.

Others have made the decision to receive 
the light of the Son. They are heading toward the light of Jesus Christ. 
However, because of their decisions or because of life circumstances, they 

have allowed someone or something 
to block out the light, and they are 
experiencing an eclipse of the Son.

Still others are heading toward 
the light of Jesus Christ and they are 
fully “convinced that neither death, 
nor life, nor angels, nor rulers, nor 
things present, nor things to come, 
nor powers, nor height, nor depth, 
nor anything else in all creation will 
be able to separate (them) from the 
love of God in Christ Jesus our Lord” 
(Romans 8:38-39). They are on a 
different path of totality. They are 

totally committed to following Jesus Christ and living out their faith daily.
Let us all make the decision to be like those who are on the path of total-

ity that leads us directly to the Son.
Blessings, 
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Dr. Pat Sparks, Senior Pastor

The path of totality

The Early Childhood 
Development Center 

has openings in the three-
day 4-year-old classes 
for the upcoming school 
year. Please contact Patty 
Othold at pothold@stp-
katy.org or call the ECDC 
office at (281) 492-0623 for 
more information. Classes 
begin Tuesday, Sept. 5.  

ECDC has 
openings for 
4-year-olds

Pat
Men’s Breakfast

Thursdays at 7:30 a.m.
Whataburger

23540 Westheimer
Join us! The Job Search Assistance group meets Wednesdays at 6:30 p.m. in S211 

beginning Sept. 6. We provide help with your job search or job change, 
including discussion of search tactics, networking, resumes and interview-
ing. Please arrive at 6:30 and bring your most recent resume. For informa-
tion, contact John Caudill at (281) 600-8138 or j.caudill@qualitec.com. 

Moms are invited to 
the Mothers’ Share 

Group Fall Kickoff, which 
is Sept. 7 at 9:30 a.m. in 
E106. We will have refresh-
ments and fellowship, 
and you can find out more 
about our group. We meet 
every Thursday for crafts, 
games, educational speak-
ers, fun programs, and 
lots of mommy support. 
Child care is provided. For 
more information, contact 
Taranne Deci at Moth-
ersShareGroup@gmail.
com.

Mothers’ 
Share Group

Get help with your job search
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Please plan to donate 
blood this Sunday, Aug. 

27, in the Scout House 
from 8 a.m. to 12:30 p.m. 
Walk-ins are welcome. All 
donors will receive a cou-
pon for a free pint of Blue 
Bell ice cream. If you have 
questions about donating, 
contact Marsha Asplin at 
mea1242@aol.com.

Blood drive
this SundaySt. Peter’s welcomes C. J. 

Stachurski as our new Di-

rector of Staff and Lay Lead-

ership. C. J. will be helping 

staff and lay leaders grow 

into their God-given calling 

to health and wholeness. 

“I believe God calls each 

of us to wholeness in mind, 

body, and soul, and I am ex-

cited to partner with you in 

creating a foundation of holy 

habits and developing inno-

vative solutions to complex 

challenges,” he said. 

C. J. comes to St. Peter’s 

from A&M United Method-

ist Church, where he served 

as the Director of College 

Ministry, developing a leadership training program for students focused on 

integrating social and emotional learning with the Gospel. He has a Bachelor 

of Arts degree in Biblical Studies from Spring Arbor University in Michigan, a 

Masters in Divinity from Duke Divinity School, and he completed four units 

of Residency as a chaplain at Duke Hospital and The Ohio State Wexner 

Medical Center.

C. J. Stachurski named as leadership director

Parents’ Night Out is 
Sept. 1 from 6-9 p.m. for 

children from birth through 
fifth grade. Check-in is at 
the Nursery. Dinner and 
activities will be provided 
for children ages 2 and up. 
For children younger than 
2, bring your child’s dinner 
when you drop them off. 
The cost is $20 for the first 
child and $30 for two or 
more children. Register at 
stpkaty.org. Registration is 
through Aug. 30. For infor-
mation, contact Amanda 
McDaniel at (281) 492-8031 
or amcdaniel@stpkaty.org.

Parents' Night 
Out is Sept. 1

All sixth-graders are invited to a Youth Choir new member meeting Aug. 
27 or Sept. 3 at 2:30 p.m. in the Ellis Music Suite. This is a chance for you 

to find out more about Youth Choir and meet director David Galasso. The 
Youth Choir sings each Sunday at the 8:30 a.m. worship service. For more 
information, contact David at dgalasso@stpkaty.org.

Children ages 4 through fifth-graders are invited to join KIDS JAM chil-
dren’s choirs. Our new director Jana Ellsworth will begin rehearsals 

Sept. 13 at 6:30 p.m. KIDS JAM rehearses weekly on Wednesdays. They will 
present a Christmas musical and occasionally sing during worship services. 
Please join us as we welcome Jana and begin a great new year of KIDS JAM! 
Registration is at stpkaty.org. 

Youth Choir meeting for sixth-graders

KIDS JAM children’s choirs begin Sept. 13
Coming soon ...

St. Peter’s redesigned 
website!

Our web address will 
still be stpkaty.org
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Galveston Railroad Muse-
um. All aboard! The KEYS 
seniors will be traveling to 
Galveston on Sept. 12 to 
visit the Railroad Museum, 
take a short ride on the 
Harbor Express, view rail 
cars, and then enjoy shop-
ping/lunch on The Strand. 
The cost of the trip is $12 
plus lunch. The bus will 
leave St. Peter’s at 8 a.m. 
and return at approximate-
ly 4 p.m. Sign-up is at the 
Information Desk in the 
Lobby. Please pay when 
you sign up. Contact Cindy 
McKinney for more infor-
mation at (281) 676-4621.
Brown Bag Bridge. Au-
gust winners were Carolyn 
LaRocca, high, and Bill 
Wardle, second high. Our 
next play date is Sept. 14 
at 10 a.m. in E106. Please 
join us!

Please join Gen Acts 
Sunday School class for 

a three-week series that 
will help you “Discover 
Your Spiritual Gifts” begin-
ning Sept. 10 at 9:45 a.m. 
in S201. Newcomers are 
welcome.

We are offering a two-part class that starts Sept. 6 with a study of Paul’s 
letter to the Romans, lasting 12 weeks. After the first of the year, we 

will resume with a study of the book of Isaiah, which will be an eight-week 
study. This class meets Wednesdays at 6:30 p.m. in E225. Register at the Infor-
mation Desk in the Lobby.

Study covers Romans and Isaiah

This 12-week study of the book of Isaiah begins Sept. 12 at 9:30 a.m. in 
E225. You can register at the Information Desk in the Lobby.  We will be 

using the Daily-Weekly curriculum of Dr. John Oswalt of Asbury Seminary. 
For more information, please contact Karen Palfreyman at kjpalfreyman@
sbcglobal.net.

The Book of Isaiah

Beginning Sept. 6, Wednesday Night Bible Study will start a study of 
John’s Gospel. We meet Wednesdays at 6:30 p.m. in S205 throughout 

the year. Child care is available. For more information, contact Dorothy 
Greer at GREERJD@aol.com.

The Gospel of John

Monday Morning Bible Study will be focusing on 2 Samuel this fall. This 
women’s study will cover the history of King David’s reign. We meet at 

9:30 a.m. in E225 for weekly informal discussion beginning Sept. 11. The study 
runs through the school year, and you can join at any time. For more informa-
tion, contact Maryann Fanty at (281) 395-1719.

2 Samuel and King David

Paul shows us how to live fully as a servant to Christ. In “To Live Is Christ,” 
an 11-week Beth Moore study of the Book of Acts and the Letters of 

Paul, we will be challenged to follow Paul’s example just as he followed the 
example of Christ. Register at stpkaty.org for the 9:30 a.m. class (in S201) or 
6:30 p.m. class (in E225). The study begins Sept. 12. Please purchase a book 
to bring the first day of class. 

To Live Is Christ: The Life and Ministry of Paul

Discover your
spiritual gifts
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PRAYERS
Marci Barnes, Jim Basham, 
Dennis Bowling, Gordon Buff-
ington, David Burrough, Claire 
Cook, Lorkeshia Davis, Faunelle 
Deaton, Jenifer Franklin, Joe 
Hawkins, Mary Ruth Heger, 
Art Henderson, Mike Ibarguen, 
Brian Jones, Oscar Jones, Ralph 
Lovell, Dottie Mandegelo, Kathy 
Powell, Virginia Reper, Kather-
ine Sadowski, Fay Smith, Cheryl 
Swift, Annabelle Turner, and 
Sharon Van Huss.

JOY
To Travis and Sharla Myers on 
the birth of their son Archer. 
To Andy and Shannah Porter on 
the birth of their son Franklin.

SYMPATHY
To Maryann Fanty, Alyssa Fair-
child, and family on the death of 
their mother and grandmother.
To Julie Gentry and family on 
the death of her mother.
To Frank Grzelczyk and family 
on the death of his father.
To Butch Scherer and family on 
the death of his stepmother.
To Dale Wunder and family on 
the death of his father.

PRAYERS 
FOR OUR MILITARY

Chris Barnes, Tim and Alison 
Batig, John Belsha, Will Brandt, 
John Buck, Jonathan Burdette, 
Skyler Cook, Austin Foster, 
Westley Freeze, James Gilbert, 
Tyler J. Gorcie, Dylan Greis-
meyer, Stephen Travis Harding, 
Adam Higdon, Mike Linn, Blake 
Nunes, Cameron Nunes, Ryan 
O’Quinn, Melissa Ouellette, Mat-
thew Platz, Noah Platz, Shawn 
Platz, Hamilton Rencurrel, 
Jack Ritchie, Don Rolleg, Ben 
Saunders, Jacob Shinkle, John 
Simmons, Justin Simon, Theo 
Speas, Jason Steele, William J. 
Wafer III, and Jasen Wilson.

In Our Prayers

Welcome to our new members
Ruben Alcala

Larry and Teresa Steele

August 13
Traditional Worship
8:30 141          
9:45 212
11:00 344
The Element
9:45 75
11:00 125 
SPLASH      59
West Campus     81
West Campus Kids     47
TOTAL  1,084 

ST. PETER’S ATTENDANCE

August 20
Traditional Worship
8:30 159    
9:45 173
11:00 385
The Element
9:45 115
11:00 125
SPLASH      49
West Campus     80
West Campus Students/Kids      48
TOTAL 1,134

John Campbell has volunteered in both Chil-
dren’s and Student Ministries in a variety of 

ways. He said volunteering has been a blessing 
and a responsibility that he has taken seriously. 
“It is so important for kids to meet Christian 
role models outside of their family,” he said. 

He said this is especially true when children 
hit certain milestones, such as confirmation. 
“These kids are at a very formative time of 
their spiritual walk,” he said. “They will surprise 
you and help your own faith journey progress.” 
High school is another important time in stu-
dents’ faith formation. “I’ve followed the same 
group for multiple years when I did the high 
school life groups,” he said. “Helping young men and women about to leave 
home is a pretty important mission.” 

John also has volunteered with elementary children in several capaci-
ties. “Every time we gather with kids,” he said, “we advance the kingdom of 
God. Talk about an easy mission. Perhaps it is time to act your inner age and 
find a group of kids to love!”

Making a difference through teaching

The GriefShare Support Group is for anyone who has suffered a loss. We 
will begin meeting Thursdays on Sept. 14 from 6-7:30 p.m. in S101. For 

information, contact Kim Poer at kmpoer@stpkaty.org or (281) 492-8031.

GriefShare Support Group
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In preparation for the start of the new 

school year, almost 40 Early Child-

hood Development Center parents, 

teachers, and advisory council mem-

bers showed up bright and early on a 

Saturday morning to clean classrooms 

and playgrounds and make needed 

repairs. Thank you to all who volun-

teered! ECDC begins Sept. 5.

Investing in marriage and 
building family are some 

of the greatest callings that 
have been bestowed upon 
us. Karen Stubbs, of Birds 
on a Wire Ministries, and 
her husband Greg will share 
their personal experience 
and insight to inspire you to 
Make It Count. 

Mothers of Young Chil-
dren will host this evening 
dinner event Sept. 29 from 
6 to 9 p.m. in Lott Hall. Reg-
ister at stpkaty.org. Cost is 
$15 per person. Everyone is 
welcome to join us.

Do you like to play baseball, toss beanbags, or throw snow balls?  If so, 
join the volunteers who provide the fun at The Gathering. Senior adult 

care receivers at The Gathering enjoy games, crafts, exercise, music, Bingo, 
and lunch while their caregivers have some time to themselves. Volunteers, 
both men and women, make this important ministry possible. The Gathering 
meets the fourth Wednesday of the month from September through May at 
10 a.m. in Asbury Hall. If you can add smiles and friendship to The Gathering, 
please call Peggy Woodward at (281) 578-5760.

It was a busy summer 
for Smocks for Life. We 

depleted all smock kit re-
serves and gave away every 
completed smock in stock! 
As a result, we need fabric 
donations and volunteers 
to sew the smock kits into 
finished smocks for breast 
cancer patients to use dur-
ing treatment. Smock kits 
can be picked up at the 
church office or the Quilt 
’n Sew shop on Mason Rd. 
You can also call Jan Sidle 
at (281) 773-7321. 

On Sept. 5, we will meet 
at 6:30 p.m. in Asbury Hall 
to cut and assemble smock 
kits. We need volunteers to 
help. For more information, 
visit smocksforlife.org.

Make It Count

Married couples wishing to energize their marriage are invited to "10 
Great Dates to Energize Your Marriage" led by Kris and Priscilla Bagley. 

Remember back to your dating days and the excitement you felt? Now you 
can reclaim that same spark, connection, and creativity in your marriage 
through 10 intentional, memory-making dates. This approach to relationship 
growth is low-key, purposeful, effective, easy, and fun! The group will meet 
for a half hour for discussion, then you and your spouse will head off on your 
date. Meetings are Wednesdays beginning Sept. 13 at 7 p.m. in Asbury West. 
Register at stpkaty.org.

Welcome one another, therefore, just as Christ has welcomed you, for the glory 
of God.—Romans 15.7

Our Hospitality Ministry invites you to be a part of our Welcoming Team. 
We will have an information meeting on Sept. 7 from 6:30-7:30 p.m. 

where you will learn about the role of ushers, greeters, Information Desk 
volunteers, guest information volunteers, and those who help prepare our 
Sanctuary weekly. Whether you attend traditional worship, The Element, or 
West Campus, you are invited to learn how you can join us in welcoming oth-
ers as Christ has welcomed us! For information, e-mail kmpoer@stpkaty.org. 

Gathering volunteers provide fun for seniors

Help welcome all to St. Peter’s

10 Great Dates to Energize Your Marriage

Smocks for Life



As St. Peter’s moves toward our 40th anniversary this fall, a piece of our 
history will finally come to life. The original master plan for our campus 

included the large cross outside Lott Hall and a bell tower. Garry Weiss, a 
charter member of St. Peter’s, said these items were important because the 
architecture of the church was going to be contemporary and non-tradition-
al. The cross and the bell tower would make it clear that this was a church. 

At the time, the funds raised for the building 
project were not sufficient to cover the cost of 
the bell tower, so it was put on hold—for 38 
years.

Now, thanks to funding by individuals at 
St. Peter’s, our bell tower will finally be built. 
Foundation work has begun in the area be-
tween the north Sanctuary entrance and the 
Wesley Student Center. A 40-foot metal tower 
will rest on this foundation. Three cast bronze 
bells will be suspended within the tower, 
which will be topped with a lighted 10-foot 
cross. The tower also will include carillon bells 
programmed with 600 songs. The bells and 
the carillon are controlled by computer. 

Director of Music Ministry David Galasso 
said options for incorporating the bells into 
the life of the church are being explored, but 
they possibly will toll each day at noon and 
at funerals. The carillon bells could be played 
before Sunday worship, during the Christmas 
and Easter seasons, and at weddings.

The tower should be finished by our 40th 
anniversary celebration on Oct. 8.

7

Aug. 28 – Sept. 3
MONDAY

Exodus 3:1-15
TUESDAY

Jeremiah 15:15-21
WEDNESDAY

Romans 12:9-21
THURSDAY

Matthew 16:21-28
FRIDAY

Isaiah 28:23-29
SATURDAY
Psalm 146
SUNDAY

2 Thessalonians 3:6-13

Sept. 4 – 10
MONDAY

Exodus 12:1-14
TUESDAY

Ezekial 33:7-11
WEDNESDAY

Romans 13:8-14
THURSDAY

Matthew 18:15-20
FRIDAY

Psalm 103
SATURDAY

Hebrews 4:14-16
SUNDAY

Nahum 1:9-15

Daily
Bible

Reading

Long-delayed bell tower to become a reality

This nine-week course will show you how to get rid of debt, manage your 
money, and spend and save wisely using practices that are both biblical 

and practical. We will meet Wednesdays beginning Sept. 13 at 6:30 p.m. in 
Asbury Hall. Register at stpkaty.org. We will have a short preview session 
Aug. 27 following the 11 a.m. worship service in the Sanctuary. Contact Joel 
Allard at jobuya@gmail.com or Jennifer Prewitt at jjprewitt@gmail.com for 
more information. 



St. Peter’s Events Calendar
Sunday, Aug. 27
8:00 a.m. Blood Drive Scout House
12:00 noon Financial Peace Preview Sanctuary
2:30 p.m. Youth Choir New Members Ellis Music Suite
Tuesday, Aug. 29
12:00 p.m. Better Bodies The Quad
Thursday, Aug. 31
12:00 p.m. Better Bodies The Quad
Friday, Sept. 1
6:00 p.m. Parents’ Night Out Nursery
Sunday, Sept. 3
2:30 p.m. Youth Choir New Members Ellis Music Suite
4:00 p.m. Women’s Cancer Support S205
Monday, Sept. 4
Labor Day, church office closed
Tuesday, Sept. 5
12:00 p.m. Better Bodies The Quad
6:30 p.m. Smocks for Life Asbury Hall
Wednesday, Sept. 6
10:00 a.m. United Methodist Women E106
6:30 p.m. Job Search Assistance S211
 The Gospel of John S205
 Romans Study E225
Thursday, Sept. 7
9:30 a.m. Mothers’ Share Group Kickoff E106
12:00 p.m. Better Bodies The Quad
6:30 p.m. Hospitality Ministry  E106

Detailed weekly calendars of St. Peter’s events are available on our website.

 Sunday 
 Worship
 8:30 a.m.
 Traditional Worship
 with Holy Communion

 9:45 a.m.
 Traditional Worship

 The Element
 Contemporary Worship

 Sunday School for All Ages

 10:30 a.m. 
 St. Peter’s West Campus
 at Cinco Ranch High School

 11:00 a.m.
 Traditional Worship

 The Element
 Contemporary Worship

 SPLASH Children’s Worship

 Sunday School for Adults

On Sunday, Oct. 8, we will 

celebrate 40 years of 

ministry at St. Peter’s. Everyone 

will worship together in the 

Sanctuary at 9 and 11 a.m. 

One of our former pastors, 

Charles Millikan, will preach, 

and worship music will be 

provided by many of our music 

groups and praise bands. 

Please mark your calendar 

for this special event in the life 

of St. Peter’s.

St. Peter’s 
40th Anniversary 

Celebration


