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Charge Conference
We will gather as a church 

congregation on Nov. 28 at 7 

p.m. in the Sanctuary to cel-

ebrate all that God has done 

at St. Peter's this year.

Continuing our 
response to Harvey

St. Peter's is continuing to 

reach out to our members 

and neighbors as the Katy 

community recovers from 

Hurricane Harvey.

20775 Kingsland Blvd., Katy, Texas 77450
    (281) 492-8031       stpkaty.org

St. Peter’s is joining 
with other local 

churches and minis-
tries to host a free 
Thanksgiving meal for 
members of our com-
munity at Holy Cove-
nant United Methodist 
Church. This year we 
expect a record num-
ber of people to attend 
the Katy Community 
Thanksgiving Feast, so we need volunteers to help in several ways. 

We especially need new/freshly laundered blankets and sleep-
ing bags, winter coats, and non-perishable food items, which can be 
dropped off in the Lobby. 

St. Peter’s has been asked to supply the dressing/stuffing for the 
meal, and we are going to need many volunteers to help with this. Please 
pick up a pan and instructions in the Lobby on Nov. 19. 

Monetary donations to cover costs in providing paper goods and 
preparation of the donated turkeys can be mailed to Holy Covenant UMC 
at 22111 Morton Ranch Road, Katy, TX, 77449 with "Katy Thanksgiving 
Feast" in the memo line. 

If you have questions, please contact Kat Moore at kmoore77493@
gmail.com.

Katy Community Thanksgiving Feast



When people talk about the holidays of 
November and December, the discus-

sions are often about family gatherings, 
parties, presents, shopping, cooking, and 
other such topics related to the celebration 
of Thanksgiving and Christmas. Yet for many 
people, these last two months of the year can 
stir up difficult, painful emotions. 

The death or serious illness of a loved one, 
financial struggles, family discord, or geo-
graphical separation from loved ones are the 
usual culprits, but this year we also have the 
trauma and grief experienced by so many due 
to the flooding and aftermath of Harvey. For 
some this year, it may not only be the empty 
chair at the table reminding them of their loved one who is not here, but the 
table, the dining room, the kitchen, and the home where they gathered also 
may be gone. 

When you add to this local and personal trauma the ongoing news 
reports of struggles for recovery in places far away, widespread wildfires in 
the west, earthquakes across the globe, and mass shootings in Las Vegas 
and Sutherland Springs, it’s no surprise that the disconnection and uneasi-
ness many people feel about the holidays is greater than I remember it 

being in a long time.  In light of so 
much suffering, a Happy Thanks-
giving and Merry Christmas may 
feel beyond our grasp and even 
a bit out of place. If you or some-
one you care about is feeling this 
strain, I offer some ideas to re-
frame our observances of Thanks-
giving and Christmas. 

Thanksgiving is a natural time 
to focus our hearts and minds on 
what we are grateful for in our 
lives. Even in the midst of loss and 
grief, we can be grateful for many 
things. If this season is difficult 
for you, I would encourage you to 
consider calling to mind, writing 

down, or saying out loud something or someone you are grateful for each 
day. If you want to take it a step further, you could begin a gratitude journal 
or write a thank you card to someone each day for a period of time. Focus-
ing on what you are grateful for each day can lift your spirits, improve your 
sense of well-being, and increase your feelings of hopefulness. 

Christmas without the trappings of commercialism is truly a celebration 
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Gratitude and the birth of hope

continued on page 4

Our annual Charge 
Conference, which is 

Nov. 28 at 7 p.m. in Asbury 
Hall, is a time for us to cel-
ebrate what God has done 
at St. Peter’s this year. Our 
district superintendent, 
Rev. Tony Vinson, will 
preside. Please plan to at-
tend. Child care is available 
by e-mailing amcdaniel@
stpkaty.org.

Thanksgiving Holiday
The church office will 

be closed Wednesday, 
Nov. 22.

The Chancel Choir and 
Orchestra invite you 

to our annual Community 
Messiah Singalong Dec. 
3 at 7 p.m. in the Sanctu-
ary. The performance will 
include the Christmas por-
tion of the Messiah, the 
Hallelujah Chorus, and the 
Amen. 

You can sing along or 
choose just to listen to this 
amazing music. You may 
borrow a score at no cost 
or you may purchase one 
for $10. Childcare is avail-
able. Please invite your 
friends and neighbors to 
join us. 

Messiah 
Singalong

Annual Charge 
Conference 

Rev. Kim Poer
Pastor of Care Ministry
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Our Missions teams 
have moved into the 

rebuilding stage of hang-
ing drywall and painting in 
our Harvey Disaster Recov-
ery efforts. If you would 
like to receive information 
on volunteer opportunities 
on weekends and during 
the week, please sign up 
at stpkaty.org.  If you have 
any questions, please con-
tact fantyml@yahoo.com.

Our next Parents’ Night 
Out is Dec. 1 from 6–9 

p.m. for children from birth 
through fifth grade. Dinner 
and activities will be provid-
ed for children ages 2 and 
up. For children younger 
than 2, bring your child’s 
dinner when you drop them 
off. The cost is $20 for the 
first child and $30 for two 
or more children. 

Register at stpkaty.org. 
Church member registra-
tion is Nov. 13–29. Com-
munity registration is Nov. 
20–29. Space is limited, and 
refunds will not be offered 
after registration is closed. 
For information, con-
tact Nursery Coordinator 
Amanda McDaniel at (281) 
492-8031 or amcdaniel@
stpkaty.org.

Hello, all!
The response from the St. Peter’s com-

munity to Hurricane Harvey has been tremen-
dous and loving. From financial and supply 
donations to cleaning and rebuilding, this 
church has stepped up to be the hands and 
feet of Christ. 

Immediately following Harvey, about 
$78,000 was donated to use to meet the re-
covery needs of members and others directly 
impacted by the flooding. This amount has 
been divided into three categories. Fifty per-
cent will be given out to families who were 
flooded and in need of assistance. These e-
mail applications are being sent in batches to 
affected families from Pastor Pat. If you were 
flooded and haven’t received one yet, please be patient as we work through 
the list. If you need immediate assistance, please contact me at azeisig@
stpkaty.org. Another 30 percent is being spent on purchasing material for 
house repairs such as drywall and flooring. The remaining 20 percent is be-
ing spent by the Disaster Recovery Team to help cover team costs, needs of 
those in our community, and other flooding-related items that come up.

Of the money spent so far, $20,000 has already been given directly to 
families for their recovery. We spent $3,500 on drywall for five houses in the 
recovery process and another $2,000 on Bibles, food, and other items for 
those affected by the flooding. 

We have worked a total of 1,100 volunteer hours cleaning, mucking and 
gutting, rebuilding, and assisting residents of flooded homes. More than 
500 volunteers have prepared meals, worked on homes, put hours in at 
church, or helped make calls to assist those in need. We have sponsored 
three Texas Annual Conference Work Teams that have worked on a total of 
eight houses in the Katy area. We have directly assisted in the recovery of 
125 houses that were flooded in some way during Hurricane Harvey.

We know the recovery will continue through the end of this year and 
into 2018 and beyond, but because of the generosity of this church, we have 
been able to make a difference in the lives of so many. I cannot adequately 
express how impressed I have been by our St. Peter’s family and how thank-
ful I am that I get to be a pastor here!

Hurricane Harvey response

Alex Zeisig, 
Pastor to the West Campus

Alex

Parents’ 
Night Out

Helping with
Harvey recovery
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Gratitude continued from page 2

Christmas Lights Tour.
Dec. 6 is the KEYS senior 
adults Christmas Lights 
Tour. This year we will 
begin with dinner at 
Lomonte’s Restaurant in 
Richmond and then tour 
the lights in the Pecan 
Grove area. We will head 
back to St. Peter’s for 
a quick break and then 
continue our tour of lights 
in Houston. The bus leaves 
St. Peter’s at 4 p.m. and 
will return between 9:30 
and 10 p.m. Cost is $5 per 
person (which will be do-
nated to one of our chil-
dren’s Christmas missions) 
plus your dinner. Sign up 
at the Information Desk in 
the Lobby.
Brown Bag Bridge. Our 
next play date is Dec. 14 
at 10 a.m. in E106. Please 
join us!

We will meet Nov. 20 
at 1:30 p.m. in S209 

for a time of caring and 
sharing. For more informa-
tion, contact Beverly Deer-
hake at (281) 372-8389. 

Alzheimer’s 
Support Group

St. Peter’s members joined other churches in serving Thanksgiving dinner to the commu-
nity at the Port of Houston through Neighbors in Action. Jason Trice and students from 
our junior high ministry Rooted ran the children’s craft table.

of the birth of hope into the world. If we are able to focus our hearts on the 
true meaning of Christmas, we can be reminded of the gift of Emmanuel, 
God with Us, Jesus, who came to us to bring life abundant, grace, and salva-
tion, the hope of the world, calling us back again to gratitude!

Here are also a few practical strategies to consider trying if the coming 
holidays will be difficult for you or someone you know:

1. Give yourself permission to do things differently this year. You do not 
have to do things the way you always have. Consider for yourself and dis-
cuss honestly with your family members how you are feeling and what you 
really need for the holidays this year. 

2. Ask for help when you need it. If you are feeling unable to do things to 
prepare for the holidays yourself, yet it is important to you that these things 
get done, ask friends and family to help you in specific ways. They will be 
glad they are able to provide real help in a way that is meaningful.

3. Be kind to yourself. Honor your feelings and give yourself permission 
to observe or not observe the holidays in the way that makes the most 
sense to you this year. 

4. Cut through the cultural expectations of these holidays. Try to focus 
on their deeper significance, giving thanks, the birth of hope and new life, 
and an opportunity for new beginnings. 

5. Attend the Night of Hope on Monday, Dec. 18, at 7 p.m. This worship 
opportunity is for anyone who has experienced any type of loss. 

Kim
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PRAYERS

Marci Barnes, Jim Basham, Den-

nis Bowling, Gordon Buffington, 

David Burrough, Marcia Churns, 

Claire Cook, Lorkeshia Davis, 

Jenifer Franklin, Delores Gorski, 

Joe Hawkins, Art Henderson, 

Brian Jones, Oscar Jones, Ann 

Kelly, Ralph Lovell, Kathy Pow-

ell, Virginia Reper, Fay Smith, 

Teresa Steele, Annabelle Turner, 

Sharon Van Huss, and Harvey 

Westbrook.

JOY

To Ryan and Lindsey Ebright on 

the birth of their daughter 

Jemma Suzette. 

To Dave and Shannon Steven-

son on the birth of their son 

Andy.

SYMPATHY

To Connie Bailey and family 

on the death of her husband, 

Michael Bailey.

To Dawn Champagne and family 

on the death of her brother.

 

PRAYERS 

FOR OUR MILITARY

Chris Barnes, Tim and Alison 

Batig, John Belsha, Will Brandt, 

John Buck, Jonathan Burdette, 

Skyler Cook, Austin Foster, 

Westley Freeze, James Gilbert, 

Tyler J. Gorcie, Dylan Greis-

meyer, Stephen Travis Harding, 

Adam Higdon, Mike Linn, Blake 

Nunes, Cameron Nunes, Ryan 

O’Quinn, Melissa Ouellette, Mat-

thew Platz, Noah Platz, Shawn 

Platz, Hamilton Rencurrel, 

Jack Ritchie, Don Rolleg, Ben 

Saunders, Jacob Shinkle, John 

Simmons, Justin Simon, Theo 

Speas, Jason Steele, William J. 

In Our Prayers

November 5
Traditional Worship
8:30 234      
9:45 222
11:00 338
The Element
9:45 112   
11:00 85
SPLASH      53 
West Campus     62 
West Campus Students/Kids      22
TOTAL 1, 128

ST. PETER’S ATTENDANCE

November 12
Traditional Worship
8:30 185      
9:45 278
11:00 401
The Element
9:45 71   
11:00 60
SPLASH 52
West Campus     55
West Campus Student/Kids      25
TOTAL 1,127

Welcome to our new members
Wes Cadriel 

Michael and Michelle Giroir
John Paul and Kristin Meijer

Treasures in the Attic, Dec. 2, from 9 a.m. to 1 p.m. in the Wesley Student 
Center, is our Christmas shop where children can shop for gifts for their 

families with a helper so that the gift is a surprise. 
Children’s Ministries is looking for used “treasures” such as key chains, 

jewelry, purses, wallets, golf items, holiday items, candles, and anything 
that a mom, dad, or sibling might like. They also are in need of gift bags, 
ribbon, and tape. The articles can be dropped off in the Lobby anytime 
before Dec. 2. Proceeds from Treasures in the Attic will be donated to the 
St. Peter’s Harvey Fund. If you have questions, please contact Jenny Fried at 
Jenniferlfried@gmail.com.

Treasures in the Attic

Come get your picture taken 

with Santa and enjoy breakfast 

and North Pole fun! Join us Dec. 2 

from 8–10 a.m. in Lott Hall. Then 

stop by Treasures in the Attic in the 

Wesley Student Center. For more 

information, contact Whitney Peper 

at wpeper@stpkaty.org.

Breakfast With Santa
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November is National 
Adoption Month, and 

throughout the month St. 
Peter’s will be collecting 
new shoes in all sizes for 
children and teens for the 
Buckner Adoption Agency’s 
Shoes for Orphan Souls 
program. This program 
sends shoes all over the 
world to orphanages, fos-
ter homes, and agencies for 
vulnerable children. Bring 
your donations of new 
shoes to the Lobby. For 
more information, please 
contact Whitney Peper at 
wpeper@stpkaty.org. 

Providing shoes 
for vulnerable 
children

The Creator’s Cove 
nursery is open without 

reservations on Sunday 
mornings during worship 
and with reservations dur-
ing the week for church 
and support groups. We 
welcome babies as young 
as 8 weeks old who have 
received immunizations up 
to children age 12.  For your 
convenience, we have a 
Mother’s Room to feed and 
change your baby with a 
live-stream to the Tradition-
al service on Sunday morn-
ings. The nursery staff work 
to connect the children 
with God’s love through 
songs, Bible stories, games, 
and play.

Nursery care

During the month of November, the children at the Early Childhood Development Center 
learned the meaning of sharing by bringing canned food items to Chapel each week to 
share with families in Katy who may not have food this Thanksgiving.  

ECDC parents and children in the 4- and 5-year-old classes enjoyed a popsicle social on 
the playground after school recently.  Parents were able to meet their child’s classmates 
and visit with their parents.  
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Nov. 20 – 26
MONDAY

Psalm 92:1-15
TUESDAY

Ezekiel 34:11-16, 20-24
WEDNESDAY

Ephesians 1:15-23
THURSDAY

Matthew 25:31-46
FRIDAY

Amos 8:9-12
SATURDAY

Zechariah 10:6-12
SUNDAY

Isaiah 64:1-9

Nov. 27 – Dec. 3
MONDAY

Luke 17:11-19
TUESDAY

Psalm 80:1-7, 17-19
WEDNESDAY

1 Corinthians 1:3-9
THURSDAY

Mark 13:24-37
FRIDAY

2 Corinthians 11:1-6
SATURDAY

Malachi 3:1-5
SUNDAY

Jeremiah 31:31-34

Daily
Bible

Reading

Our 2018 Girlfriend Getaway wom-
en’s retreat will feature speaker 

Shannon Perry, recording artist, 
speaker, author, and TV host. Shan-
non will present a four-session series 
“If the Shoe Fits." This series will help 
women understand who God wants 
them to be in areas such as our pur-
pose, what we say, how we cope with 
pain and disappointment, and living a 
holy life. 

The retreat will be Jan. 26–28 at 
Cathedral Oaks Worship and Retreat 
Center in Weimer. There will be time 
for games, mission projects, shopping in the local stores, walking the beau-
tiful grounds, or even taking naps! You also may want to take a self-guided 
tour of the Painted Churches in the area. Maps and brochures will be avail-
able. Relax all you want or be as active as you want as we come together in 
Christian fellowship and meet new friends. The cost for the retreat is $150; 
scholarships are available. Please register at stpkaty.org.

Girlfriend Getaway 2018

Join us Dec. 10 from 4 to 6 p.m. for a walk through Bethlehem as it was 
the night Christ was born. We will have merchant shops, a live nativity, 

food, and other activities that people of Bethlehem would have experi-
enced more than 2,000 years ago. We also will be collecting new or used 
books for children, teens, and adults for donation to local organizations. We 
are looking for Life Groups, Sunday School classes, and Bible groups to vol-
unteer to staff our booths during the events. We also need shepherds and 
wise men for our live nativity, and we need help with setup. We will provide 
all material and costumes. If you can volunteer or if you need more informa-
tion, please contact Whitney Peper at wpeper@stpkaty.org. 

KIDS JAM children’s choirs will present the musical Christmas In Snow-
flake County Dec. 10 at 3 p.m. in the Sanctuary. In Snowflake County 

there is a big competition to see who can best represent the Christmas 
Season. Each entry tries to outdo the next. The voice of reason is little Suzy 
Hallmark, who keeps telling her mom, the Mayor, that she has a secret to 
show her. She reminds everyone that the message of Christmas doesn’t 
need to be dressed up in light or decorations to shine any brighter. The mes-
sage of Christmas is the brilliance of the one true Light, born in a humble 
stable. Hope has come! Please join us for this special presentation.

KIDS JAM Christmas Musical

The Road to Bethlehem



St. Peter’s Events Calendar
Sunday, Nov. 19
4:00 p.m. Women's Cancer Support Group S205
Monday, Nov. 20
1:30 p.m. Alzheimer’s Support Group S209
6:00 p.m. Adoption Support Group E225
Wednesday, Nov. 22
Thanksgiving Holiday, Church Office Closed
Thursday, Nov. 23
Thanksgiving Holiday, Church Office Closed
Tuesday, Nov. 28
7:00 p.m. Annual Charge Conference Asbury Hall
 Women of Joy S203
Friday, Dec. 1
6:00 p.m. Parents’ Night Out Nursery
Saturday, Dec. 2
8:00 a.m. Breakfast With Santa Lott Hall
9:00 a.m. Treasures in the Attic Wesley 
Sunday, Dec. 3
12:15 p.m. Pizza With the Pastors E106
 Safe Sanctuary Training Asbury West
4:00 p.m. Women's Cancer Support Group S205
7:00 p.m. Messiah Singalong Sanctuary

Detailed weekly calendars of St. Peter’s events are available on our website.

 Sunday 
 Worship
 (Oct. 8 only)

 9:00 a.m.
 Combined Traditional, The  
 Element, and West Campus  
 Worship in the Sanctuary

 11:00 a.m. 
 Combined Traditional, The  
 Element, and West Campus  
 Worship in the Sanctuary

 Sunday School for ages 2  
 to 5 only at 9:00 a.m. and  
 11:00 a.m.    
 
 The Nursery is available for  
 children younger than 2.

 Sunday 
 Worship
 8:30 a.m.
 Traditional Worship
 with Holy Communion

 9:45 a.m.
 Traditional Worship

 The Element
 Contemporary Worship

 Sunday School for All Ages

 10:30 a.m. 
 St. Peter’s West Campus
 at Cinco Ranch High School

 11:00 a.m.
 Traditional Worship

 The Element
 Contemporary Worship

 SPLASH Children’s Worship

 Sunday School for Adults

Coming soon ...

December 1  
Parents’ Night Out

December 2 
Breakfast With Santa
Treasures in the Attic

December 3 
Messiah Singalong


