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Messiah 

Singalong
Don’t miss this annual 

opportunity to be a part of a 

Messiah performance, Dec. 3, 

at 7 p.m. in the Sanctuary.

Christmas Eve
Worship

See our Christmas Eve 

Worship schedule on page 7 

for both our Christmas Eve 

morning and evening 

worship services.

continued on page 2

20775 Kingsland Blvd., Katy, Texas 77450
    (281) 492-8031       stpkaty.org

After Hurricane Harvey, St. Peter’s received many donations of sup-
plies, clothing, food, toys, and money from people around the U.S. 

We received a trailer of supplies collected by friends of Dr. Sparks in 
Longview. Truckloads of items came from a company in Dallas. And 
Buddy Bear Bags were donated by a church in Alpharetta, Ga. 

Our most recent gift was in the form of two large boxes of hand-
crafted gingerbread dolls from Pennsylvania. St. Peter’s member Susan 
Whitacre received a call after the hurricane from her high school friend, 
Margie McKinley. She told Margie about the devastation and the impact 

From Pennsylvania with love



Dear Friends, 
As we begin the season of Advent this 

week, I am reminded of a story that I heard 
a while back. A woman was in the mall do-
ing her Christmas shopping. She was tired of 
walking through every aisle of every store to 
find just the right present. She was stressed 
out by the mounting debt on her credit card. 
She was tired of fighting the crowds and 
standing in lines for the registers. Her hands 
were full and when the elevator door opened, 
it was full. “Great!” she muttered and the 
occupants of the elevator, feeling her pain, 
graciously tightened ranks to allow a small 
space for her and her load. 

As the doors closed she blurted out, “I think whoever came up with this 
Christmas junk ought to be found, strung up, and shot!” A few others shook 
their head or grunted in agreement. Then, from somewhere in the back of 
the elevator came a single voice that said, “Don’t worry. They already cruci-
fied him.”

It can be easy to lose sight of the real reason that we celebrate Advent 
and Christmas if we get too caught up in the hubbub of shopping and pre-
paring and running everywhere to get things ready. Advent is the time to 
step away from the hubbub and focus on preparing our hearts for the mes-
sage of Christmas—Christ is Emmanuel, God with us!

Blessings,
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Dr. Pat Sparks, Senior Pastor

Christ is Emmanuel, God with us!

The Chancel Choir and 
Orchestra invite you 

to our annual Community 
Messiah Singalong Dec. 
3 at 7 p.m. in the Sanctu-
ary. The performance will 
include the Christmas por-
tion of the Messiah, the 
Hallelujah Chorus, and the 
Amen. 

You can sing along or 
choose just to listen to this 
amazing music. You may 
borrow a score at no cost 
or you may purchase one 
for $10. Child care is avail-
able. Please invite your 
friends and neighbors to 
join us. 

Sunday at 7 p.m.

Pat

it had on so many members of our church family. 
Margie wanted to help the children who were 
affected, so she began making the dolls. Soon 
others in her community of California, Penn., 
joined her. Members of the Presbyterian church, 
a fourth-grade class, members of a senior center, 
children in a Headstart program, high school stu-
dents, and county commissioners and employ-
ees, along with a number of individuals worked 
together to produce 150 dolls and designed and 
wrote cards of encouragement to include with 
each doll. 

Margie said she wanted the children to have something to hold onto and 
to know that they are not alone. She said sending the dolls was a way to let 
our community know that a community many miles away was sending their 
love and prayers to us.

Gingerbread dolls continued from page 1

Our Missions teams 
have moved into the 

rebuilding stage of hang-
ing drywall and painting in 
our Harvey Disaster Recov-
ery efforts. If you would 
like to receive information 
on volunteer opportunities 
on weekends and during 
the week, please sign up 
at stpkaty.org.  If you have 
any questions, please con-
tact fantyml@yahoo.com.

Helping with
Harvey recovery



Things are back in full swing at the West 
Campus. Harvey hit us pretty hard when 

we were not able to meet at Cinco Ranch 
High School for three weeks, but I was ex-
cited to see the life and vitality of the West 
Campus return as we continued to connect 
the world with God’s love in West Katy. 

One of these ways was on Nov. 19 when 
the West Campus gathered on the Central 
Green at LaCenterra for a picnic social after 
church. The temperature was 61 degrees, 
which sounded cold to me, but turned out to 
be a nice day in the sun in Katy, Texas. We had 
a great time grabbing to-go food from differ-
ent restaurants or bringing food from home 
and got to meet people who worship beside us every week. 

We are looking at how to incorporate this practice into the regular pat-
tern of our church life, and I continue to look forward to new and different 
ways we can answer God’s charge to us to connect with him and with each 
other and our community!
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Alex Zeisig, 
Pastor to the West Campus

Alex

Tales from the West
ST. PETER’S WEST CAMPUS

Come get your picture 
taken with Santa and 

enjoy breakfast and North 
Pole fun! Join us Saturday, 
Dec. 2, from 8–10 a.m. in 
Lott Hall. 

Treasures in the Attic, 
which is Saturday, Dec. 

2, from 9 a.m. to 1 p.m. in 
the Wesley Student Center, 
is our annual Christmas 
shop where children can 
select gifts for their families 
with a helper so that the 
gift is a surprise. 

The children also can 
get help with wrapping 
their gifts. Proceeds from 
Treasures in the Attic will 
be donated to the St. Pe-
ter’s Harvey Fund. 
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Christmas Lights Tour.
Dec. 6 is the KEYS senior 
adults Christmas Lights 
Tour. This year we will 
begin with dinner at 
Lomonte’s Restaurant in 
Richmond and then tour 
the lights in the Pecan 
Grove area. We will head 
back to St. Peter’s for 
a quick break and then 
continue our tour of lights 
in Houston. The bus leaves 
St. Peter’s at 4 p.m. and 
will return between 9:30 
and 10 p.m. Cost is $5 per 
person (which will be do-
nated to one of our chil-
dren’s Christmas missions) 
plus your dinner. Sign up 
at the Information Desk in 
the Lobby.
Brown Bag Bridge. Our 
next play date is Dec. 14 
at 10 a.m. in E106. Please 
join us!

Could s’mores be a sign of the apocalypse? That was the idea in The Element when we 
concluded a four-week series on the book of Revelation with a s’mores cookout. The 
thinking behind it is that some people read the last book of the Bible and see only fire, but 
God wants us to be people who see Jesus leading his followers into a new creation. We’re 
not saying the renewed earth is filled with chocolate and marshmallowy goodness, but 
we’re not NOT saying that either!

Smocks for Life creates soft, colorful smocks for breast cancer patients to 
use during treatment. We would appreciate your help with this ministry 

by asking you to make an end-of-the-year donation. A $25 donation allows 
us to purchase the necessary materials to assemble one smock. That smock 
will give a patient comfort and dignity as they are undergoing chemothera-
py or radiation. Your donation is tax deductible. Checks can be made out to 
Smocks for Life and mailed to St. Peter’s. 

Please join us Dec. 5 at 6:30 p.m. in Asbury Hall as we cut and assemble 
fabric into kits. We are always looking for volunteers to sew the smock kits 
into finished smocks. Kits can be picked up at the church office or the Quilt 
’n Sew shop on Mason Rd. You can also call Jan Sidle at (281) 773-7321 to 
make arrangements to pick up or drop off kits from her home. We also need 
donations of fabric: 100% cotton in fun, vibrant colors with no metallic (glit-
ter, gold/silver flecks) in 3 yards or more. Thank you for considering contrib-
uting to Smocks for Life and helping breast cancer patients. 

Cancer patients benefit from Smocks for Life 

The Youth Choir will 
present their Christ-

mas concert “The Joy 
of Christmas” Dec. 10 at 
7 p.m. in the Sanctuary. 
The concert will feature 
a candlelight procession, 
beautiful new Christmas 
songs, and our amaz-
ing Youth Choir soloists. 
Please join us as our youth 
present this gift to the 
congregation.

The Joy of
Christmas

On Dec. 17 the Chancel Choir, Orchestra, and Carillon Bell Choir will pres-
ent their Christmas concert during the 9:45 and 11 a.m. traditional wor-

ship services in the Sanctuary. The Chancel Choir and Orchestra will perform 
Mark Hayes’ cantata “Everlasting Light,” and the Carillon Bell Choir will pres-
ent a variety of Christmas music. Please join us.

Christmas cantata and Bell Choir concert



Poinsettias honor, remember loved ones
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PRAYERS

Marci Barnes, Jim Basham, Den-

nis Bowling, Gordon Buffington, 

David Burrough, Marcia Churns, 

Claire Cook, Lorkeshia Davis, 

Jenifer Franklin, Delores Gorski, 

Joe Hawkins, Art Henderson, 

Phyllis Hogue, Brian Jones, 

Oscar Jones, Ann Kelly, Ralph 

Lovell, Kathy Powell, Virginia 

Reper, Fay Smith, Teresa Steele, 

Annabelle Turner, Sharon Van 

Huss, Vivienne Wardle, and Har-

vey Westbrook.

SYMPATHY

To Susan Patrick and family on 

the death of her father.

To Mary Harris and family on the 

death of her mother.

 

PRAYERS 

FOR OUR MILITARY

Chris Barnes, Tim and Alison 

Batig, John Belsha, Will Brandt, 

John Buck, Jonathan Burdette, 

Skyler Cook, Austin Foster, 

Westley Freeze, James Gilbert, 

Tyler J. Gorcie, Dylan Greis-

meyer, Stephen Travis Harding, 

Adam Higdon, Mike Linn, Blake 

Nunes, Cameron Nunes, Ryan 

O’Quinn, Melissa Ouellette, Mat-

thew Platz, Noah Platz, Shawn 

Platz, Hamilton Rencurrel, 

Jack Ritchie, Don Rolleg, Ben 

Saunders, Jacob Shinkle, John 

Simmons, Justin Simon, Theo 

Speas, Jason Steele, William J. 

Wafer III, and Jasen Wilson.

In Our Prayers

November 19
Traditional Worship
8:30 153      
9:45 213
11:00 351
The Element
9:45 73   
11:00 92
SPLASH      58 
West Campus     48 
West Campus Students/Kids      18
TOTAL 1,006

ST. PETER’S ATTENDANCE

November 26
Traditional Worship
8:30 153      
9:45 186
11:00 317
The Element
9:45 85     
11:00 107
SPLASH 50
West Campus     68
West Campus Student/Kids      25
TOTAL 991

Welcome to our new members
Jon and Amie Moreland

We are taking orders for poinsettias to 
decorate the Sanctuary and Lott Hall 

for the Christmas season. The poinsettias 
are being ordered from the Brookwood 
Community, a residence for functionally 
disabled adults in Brookshire. 

After the Christmas Eve services, you 
can take your poinsettia home or we will 
deliver it to someone who is ill or home-
bound. Please complete the form in your Friday e-mail or at the Information 
Desk and place it and your check or cash in the offering plate or in the box 
at the Information Desk. You also can bring it to the church office during the 
week. Deadline for your order is Dec. 18.

The cost for each plant is $10. Checks should be made out to St. Peter’s 
UMC with “poinsettias” on the memo line.

For those who have suffered a loss, a 
traditional Christmas service can be 

difficult. This may be especially true this 
year as so many of our members and 
neighbors have been affected by Hurri-
cane Harvey. Our special Night of Hope 
service offers comfort and hope to 
those who are grieving or dealing with a 
loss of any kind. This service is Dec. 18 at 
7 p.m. in the Sanctuary.
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KIDS JAM children’s choirs will present 
the musical “Christmas In Snowflake 

County” Dec. 10 at 3 p.m. in the Sanctuary. 
In Snowflake County there is a big 

competition to see who can best repre-
sent the Christmas Season. Each entry 
tries to outdo the next. The voice of 
reason is little Suzy Hallmark, who keeps 
telling her mom, the Mayor, that she 
has a secret to show her. She reminds 
everyone that the message of Christmas 
doesn’t need to be dressed up in light or decorations to shine any brighter. 
The message of Christmas is the brilliance of the one true Light, born in a 
humble stable. Hope has come! 

Please come support our KIDS JAM children’s choirs as they present this 
gift of music.

KIDS JAM Christmas Musical

This fall, families, church members, Early Childhood Development Center classes, and 
guests have stuffed 260 Operation Christmas Child boxes, which will be sent all over the 
world to boys and girls in countries from Africa and Asia to Central and South America 
and many other locations. These boxes are sometimes the only gifts the children will 
receive, and many hear the life-changing message of Jesus Christ through the delivery 
of these boxes. Over the last four years, St. Peter’s has collected and donated more than 
1,200 boxes! This is a testament to the commitment of St. Peter’s to connect the world 
with God’s love.

We are offering our 
monthly Safe Sanctu-

ary training Dec. 3 at 12:15 
p.m. in Asbury East. This 
training is for new volun-
teers who will be working 
with children, students, and 
adults and for volunteers 
who need to renew their 
certification. 

Please check with your 
ministry area to see if you 
need to renew. Safe Sanc-
tuary training is good for 
one year. If you have ques-
tions, contact Elizabeth 
Bucher at ebucher@stp-
katy.org.

Potluck Luncheon. All 
women are invited to a 
United Methodist Wom-
en’s potluck luncheon on 
Wednesday, Dec. 6, at 10 
a.m. in E106. We will have 
an installation of officers. 
Everyone is encouraged 
to bring your World Thank 
Offering.

Safe Sanctuary 
training
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Dec. 4 – 10
MONDAY

Isaiah 40:1-11
TUESDAY

Psalm 85:1-2, 8-13
WEDNESDAY
2 Peter 3:8-15a

THURSDAY
Mark 1:1-8

FRIDAY
Malachi 4:1-6
SATURDAY
Acts 3:17-26

SUNDAY
1 John 5:1-5

Dec. 11 – 17
MONDAY

Isaiah 61:1-11
TUESDAY
Psalm 126

WEDNESDAY
Psalm 126

THURSDAY
John 1:6-8, 19-28

FRIDAY
1 Samual 2:1-10

SATURDAY
Jeremiah 10:12-16

SUNDAY
Revelation 21:1-8

Daily
Bible

Reading

Join us Dec. 10 from 4 to 6 p.m. for 
a walk through Bethlehem as it 

was the night Christ was born. We will 
have merchant shops, a live nativity, 
food, and other activities that people 
of Bethlehem would have experi-
enced more than 2,000 years ago. We 
also will be collecting new or used 
books for children, teens, and adults 
for donation to local organizations. 

We are looking for Life Groups, 
Sunday School classes, Bible study 
groups, and individuals to volunteer 
to staff our booths during the events. 
We also need shepherds and wise men for our live nativity, and we need 
help with setup. We will provide all material and costumes. If you can vol-
unteer or if you need more information, please contact Whitney Peper at 
wpeper@stpkaty.org. 

The Road to Bethlehem

Christmas Eve 
Worship

Sunday, Dec. 24, Morning 
Combined Traditional, Element, and West Campus Worship
10 a.m., Sanctuary

Christmas Eve Services
3 p.m. – Family Worship for Families with Children, Sanctuary
4 p.m. – The Element Worship with Communion, Lott Hall
5 p.m. – West Campus Worship, Cinco Ranch High School
5 p.m. – Carols and Candlelight with the Chancel Choir and Orchestra, 
 Sanctuary
5:30 p.m. – The Element Worship with Communion, Lott Hall
7 p.m. – Carols and Candlelight with the Chancel Choir and Orchestra, 
 Sanctuary
9 p.m. – Carols, Candlelight, and Communion with the Youth Choir, 
 Sanctuary
11 p.m. – Carols, Candlelight, and Communion with Combined Choirs, 
 Sanctuary



St. Peter’s Events Calendar
Sunday, Dec. 3
12:15 p.m. Pizza With the Pastors E106
 Safe Sanctuary Training Asbury West
4:00 p.m. Women’s Cancer Support Group S205
7:00 p.m. Messiah Singalong Sanctuary
Monday, Dec. 4
6:30 p.m. Missions Committee E225
Tuesday, Dec. 5
6:30 p.m. Smocks for LIfe Asbury Hall
Wednesday, Dec. 6
10:00 a.m. The Gathering Asbury Hall
 United Methodist Women E106
Sunday, Dec. 10
3:00 p.m. KIDS JAM Christmas Musical Sanctuary
4:00 p.m. The Road to Bethlehem Campus-wide
7:00 p.m. Youth Choir Christmas Concert Sanctuary
Monday, Dec. 11
7:00 p.m. Trustees Conference Room
Tuesday, Dec. 12
1:00 p.m. KEYS Council E225
Wednesday, Dec. 13
9:00 a.m. Prayer Quilt Ministry E221
9:30 a.m. Human Trafficking Phone Bank E225
10:00 a.m. United Methodist Women Board E106
Thursday, Dec. 14
10:00 a.m. Brown Bag Bridge E106
Sunday, Dec. 17
9:45, 11:00 a.m. Chancel Choir, Bell Choir Concert Sanctuary

Detailed weekly calendars of St. Peter’s events are available on our website.

 Sunday 
 Worship
 (Oct. 8 only)

 9:00 a.m.
 Combined Traditional, The  
 Element, and West Campus  
 Worship in the Sanctuary

 11:00 a.m. 
 Combined Traditional, The  
 Element, and West Campus  
 Worship in the Sanctuary

 Sunday School for ages 2  
 to 5 only at 9:00 a.m. and  
 11:00 a.m.    
 
 The Nursery is available for  
 children younger than 2.

 Sunday 
 Worship
 8:30 a.m.
 Traditional Worship
 with Holy Communion

 9:45 a.m.
 Traditional Worship

 The Element
 Contemporary Worship

 Sunday School for All Ages

 10:30 a.m. 
 St. Peter’s West Campus
 at Cinco Ranch High School

 11:00 a.m.
 Traditional Worship

 The Element
 Contemporary Worship

 SPLASH Children’s Worship

 Sunday School for Adults

Coming soon ...
December 3 

Messiah Singalong

December 10 
KIDS JAM Christmas Musical

The Road to Bethlehem

Youth Choir 
Christmas Concert

December 17 
Chancel Choir and Orchestra 

and Carillon Bell Choir Concert


