
 

CONNECTION
St. Peter’s

VOL. 8, No. 9
January 5, 2018

Connecting the World with God’s Love

THIS ISSUE:
Girlfriend 
Getaway

Sign up today for our annual 

women’s retreat at 

Cathedral Oaks in Weimar

Jan. 26–29, featuring speaker 

Shannon Perry.

Life Groups
Check out Alex’s Tales from 

the West to find out more 

about how you can grow in 

your faith by participating in 

a Life Group.

continued on page 6

20775 Kingsland Blvd., Katy, Texas 77450
    (281) 492-8031       stpkaty.org

Wednesday Nights at St. 
Peter’s, including our 

Wednesday night activities 
and potluck supper, begins 
again on Jan. 17. Bring your 
favorite dish to share with 
your church family from 
5:30-6:30 p.m. in Lott Hall. 
And then head to one of our 
many activities, most start-
ing at 6:30 p.m. In addition 
to the adult groups below, we offer KIDS JAM children’s choir, IMPACT 
for children, our Youth Bell Choir, and Rooted for junior high students.
33 The Series: Men’s Bible Application Study meets at 6:30 p.m. in S209, 
and you can join at any time. This study considers what it means to “be 
an authentic man” with focus on our design, our story, our traps, our 
work, our marriage and our parenting. Contact Guy Brasseux at brasso@
sbcglobal.net to register. 
Beyond the Broken Heart Grief Group meets beginning Jan. 24 at 6:30 
p.m. in S212. As we grieve, we slowly understand that grief is not a crisis 
of faith—it is a crisis of the heart. Here you will find comfort, guidance, 
and spiritual support on your journey through grief. The hope is that you 
have a renewed hope and fullness of life as you emerge at last from the 

Wednesday Nights are back



Dear Friends, 
I received the following from a church mem-

ber concerning the small Christmas trees that 
our Missions Committee gave to those affected 
by Hurricane Harvey:

I am sending you the Tale of Two Trees 
that started their mission at St. Peter’s as 
small Christmas trees with built-in lights and a 
small bag of ornaments. There were multiple 
trees in the Lobby of the church that could be 
distributed to friends or family who had their 
residence damaged or lost to Harvey. What a 
great idea this was to have trees that all one 
had to do was to plug in and open the small 
bag that had enough ornaments to decorate 
the tree. So I did pick one up and put it in the back seat of my car for deliv-
ery later that week. At least that was the plan.

The tree rode around in my car for two weeks without me finding the 
moment to deliver it to friends and parents of a former student who lost 
their home in Canyon Gate to Harvey. My other friend from my Wednesday 
morning volunteering had lost her home during the floods and was living 

in a rental home while all the 
paperwork was completed 
and reconstruction could 
begin. During our volunteer-
ing morning, she handed me a 
special Christmas card, which 
prompted conversation about 
Christmas plans. I asked if she 
would put up a tree this year, 
and sadly the answer was 
“no.” I told her about this tree 
from my church that was in 
the back seat of my car, and 

with the thrill of knowing she would have the gift of a tree, we walked to my 
car. Yes, there were tears in our eyes as she became the owner of the mis-
sion tree. She even wrote me a note, which said:

“Dear Friend, I choked up twice today when I told two friends about 
your sweet gesture. I’ve always loved decorating for Christmas, but couldn’t 
muster any enthusiasm this year. Your tree filled that void in the holiday 
season. Thank you so very much.” 

Now back to the tale of my friend from Canyon Gate to whom I had in-
tended to give the tree when I picked it up. I had some duplicates of photos 
of their son from my teaching days that I had gathered to take to them, as 
they lost all photos and memorabilia. I gathered those plus a bag of Meyer 
lemons from our tree and took them to her office. In the conversation that 
followed the delivery, she told me that one of her clients had brought her a 
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Dr. Pat Sparks, Senior Pastor

A Tale of Two Trees

continued on page 4

Our next blood drive 
is Jan. 7 from 8 a.m. 

to 12:30 p.m. in the Scout 
House. Each donor will re-
ceive a green Commit for 
Life hoodie. Walk-ins are 
welcome or you can make 
an appointment with Mar-
sha Asplin at mea1242@
aol.com.

Blood Drive

Don’t forget to register 
for this weekend of 

fun, faith, and fellowship. 
This year’s retreat features 
Shannon Perry, recording 
artist, speaker, author, and 
TV host, presenting a four-
session series “If the Shoe 
Fits.” This series will help 
women understand who 
God wants us to be. 

In addition to our ses-
sions, there will be time 
for games, mission proj-
ects, shopping in the local 
stores, walking the beauti-
ful grounds, or even taking 
naps! The retreat is Jan. 
26–28 at Cathedral Oaks 
Worship and Retreat Cen-
ter in Weimar. Cost is $150; 
scholarships are available. 
Register at stpkaty.org.

Girlfriend 
Getaway

Smocks 
for Life

Jan. 9, 6:30 p.m.
Asbury Hall
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Leadership 
Orientation/

Church Council

Alex Zeisig, 
Pastor to the West Campus

Tales from the West
ST. PETER’S WEST CAMPUS

Somehow it is 2018. It seems like just yes-
terday that it was June and I was moving 

to Katy to start my new appointment at St. 
Peter’s UMC. I had heard great things about 
St. Peter’s, but did not yet know it person-
ally. I think about the relationships that I 
have formed, and then I ask myself how has 
it only been six months. There is something 
about deep Christian relationships that help 
define this life that God has called us to live. 
We were never supposed to go it alone, and 
I have been so thankful for this St. Peter’s 
family as Nicki and I have begun our life in 
Katy. One of the spaces that I have been so 
thankful for is my Life Group that meets on 
Wednesday nights. 

God has created all of us to be relational. Deep Christian relationships 
are vital to our growth and maturity as believers. They tie us to others who 
believe so that they may point us to God during periods of growth. At the 
West Campus, this has been done through Life Groups. A Life Group is in-
tended to be a place where we learn to lean on and count on each other in 
all aspects of our lives. It should be a place where we can be honest and vul-
nerable, knowing that we can rely on and trust each member of our group 
(Ephesians 4:2-3). Over the last six months, we have had six Life Groups 
meeting with a total of 54 people involved. Out of these groups have come 
so many incredible stories of how God is at work in people’s lives. 

One of my favorite stories comes from our Life Group of 22- to 24-year-
olds. Lori, who is the Life Group leader, received a text message from an 
unknown number that read, “Hi, Lori. You don’t know me, but I just recently 
moved to Katy and was looking for a Bible study and got your name from 

a friend’s mom. I was inter-
ested in trying out your study 
if you’re interested in letting 
a new person join.” Needless 
to say, they were interested 
and their group grew by one 
that next Sunday. Something 
powerful happens when God’s 
people gather together to 
share life and study his Word. 

Each of our three annual 

continued on page 4

All current and incoming 
2018 members of St. 

Peter’s Finance Committee, 
Board of Trustees, Church 
Council, and Staff Parish Rela-
tions Committee are asked to 
attend our upcoming Lead-
ership Orientation/Church 
Council meeting on Saturday, 
Jan. 20, from 9–11 a.m. in Lott 
Hall. Childcare is available by 
contacting Amanda McDan-
iel at amcdaniel@stpkaty.
org by Jan. 17.   

This is an important 
gathering to kick off 2018. 
Church Council members 
will vote on the proposed 
2018 budget for St. Peter’s 
and our three-year church 
vision will be presented. 
Come meet and greet your 
new committee members, 
pick up binders, and review 
committee rosters. We 
hope to see you there! 

If you have questions, 
please contact Elizabeth 
Bucher at ebucher@stp-
katy.org or (281) 944-4921.

Prayer Quilt
Ministry

Jan. 10, 9 a.m.
E221



4

Two trees continued from page 2

AD Players Theater. Sun-
day is the last day to sign 
up for the AD Players 
presentation of “Best of 
Enemies” on Jan. 27. Tick-
ets are $30. After the play, 
we will return to the Katy 
area for a Mexican dinner. 
We will leave the church at 
1 p.m. and return between 
6:30 and 7 p.m. Payment 
needs to be made at time 
of reservation at the Infor-
mation Desk in the Lobby. 
Contact Joan or Bob 
Belden at (281) 693-3382 
for additional information.
Brown Bag Bridge. Our 
winners for December 
were Faye Touche, high, 
and Trudy Sinclair, second 
high. Faye Touche and 
Mary Ann Drobnick won 
the white table prize. join 
us Jan. 11 at 10 a.m. in E106 
for our next play date.

St. Peter’s Christmas tree and what a joy it was to place it in the kitchen of 
their tiny apartment. And once again there were blinked-back tears, which I 
assume were a combination of the loss plus the enlightening of the season.

So ends the tale of these two trees. The one that I thought would go to 
my Canyon Gate friend had a different path; however the other tree that 
came from the same St. Peter’s tree mission found its way to my Canyon 
Gate friend. God is good, and much joy was hung on those trees.

—Dixie Addington 
Blessings,

Pat

Alex

Life Group sessions is about 10 weeks. This is short enough to allow fre-
quent breaks, yet long enough for slow-jelling groups to connect. Our next 
session is Jan. 21–March 24. We will then take a break for Easter and begin 
again on April 8.

I am excited to say that this next session (and every session hereafter) 
will be a little different. Through conversation with Pat, Kris, and other 
Life Group leaders, we believe we have missed an opportunity for people 
to form these deep Christian relationships by limiting the groups to each 
worship venue. We want to make it possible for someone in the traditional 
service to be in a Life Group with someone from West Campus or someone 
in West Campus to be in a Life Group with people from The Element. To 
make this possible, Pat, Kris, and I are planning our sermons so that we will 
be preaching from the same scripture whenever Life Groups are in session. 

I could not be more excited to see more space for people to live life and 
study the Word together in our community. So, if you are interested AT ALL 
in Life Groups or have ANY questions, please contact Holly Couch, our Life 
Group Coordinator, at HollyCouch2010@gmail.com or e-mail me at azeisig@
stpkaty.org. 

Life Groups continued from page 3

Monday Morning Bible 
Study will be discuss-

ing the Gospel of Mark and 
several other New Testa-
ment books this spring. We 
meet at 9:30 a.m. in E225 
for weekly informal study 
beginning Jan. 8. The study 
will run through the school 
year, and you can join at 
any time. For information, 
contact Maryann Fanty at 
(281) 395-1719.

Women’s 
Bible study

Enjoy a night out while your kids have fun at church with friends and ac-
tivities. Our next Parents’ Night Out is Feb. 2 from 6–9 p.m. for children 

from birth through fifth grade. Dinner and activities will be provided for 
children ages 2 and up. For children younger than 2, bring your child’s dinner 
when you drop them off. The cost is $20 for the first child and $30 for two or 
more children. 

Register at stpkaty.org. Church member registration is Jan. 15–31.  Com-
munity registration is Jan. 22–31.  Space is limited, and refunds will not be 
offered after registration is closed. For information, contact Nursery Coordi-
nator Amanda McDaniel at (281) 492-8031 or amcdaniel@stpkaty.org.

Parents’ Night Out
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PRAYERS
Marci Barnes, Jim Basham, 
Richard Bolog, Dennis Bowling, 
Gordon Buffington, David Bur-
rough, Marcia Churns, Lorkeshia 
Davis, Jenifer Franklin, Delo-
res Gorski, Joe Hawkins, Art 
Henderson, Phyllis Hogue, Brian 
Jones, Oscar Jones, Ann Kelly, 
Ralph Lovell, Maybelle Mullen, 
Kathy Powell, Virginia Reper, 
Fay Smith, Teresa Steele, Hope 
Swiger, Annabelle Turner, Sha-
ron Van Huss, Vivienne Wardle, 
Harvey Westbrook, 
and Bill Wright.

JOY
To Nathan and Natalee Hanna 
on the birth of their daughter 
Elliana.

SYMPATHY
To Stephen Clark and family on 
the death of his grandmother.
To Dale Farmen and family on 
the death of his wife, Julee 
Farmen.
To Anne O’Quinn and Gayle Ga-
lasso and family on the death of 
their father.  
 

PRAYERS 
FOR OUR MILITARY

Chris Barnes, Tim and Alison 
Batig, John Belsha, Will Brandt, 
John Buck, Jonathan Burdette, 
Skyler Cook, Austin Foster, 
Westley Freeze, James Gilbert, 
Tyler J. Gorcie, Dylan Greis-
meyer, Stephen Travis Harding, 
Adam Higdon, Mike Linn, Blake 
Nunes, Cameron Nunes, Ryan 
O’Quinn, Melissa Ouellette, Mat-
thew Platz, Noah Platz, Shawn 
Platz, Hamilton Rencurrel, 
Jack Ritchie, Don Rolleg, Ben 
Saunders, Jacob Shinkle, John 
Simmons, Justin Simon, Theo 
Speas, Jason Steele, William J. 
Wafer III, and Jasen Wilson.

In Our Prayers

December 17
Traditional Worship
8:30 145      
9:45 398
11:00 550
The Element
9:45 72    
11:00 90
SPLASH      40 
West Campus     69 
West Campus Kids      13
TOTAL 1, 377

December 24
Traditional Worship
10:00 430
3:00 535
5:00 1,181
7:00 662
9:00 381      
11:00 195
The Element
4:00 137     
5:30 103
West Campus     138
TOTAL 3,762

December 31
Traditional Worship
8:30 146      
9:45 172
11:00 301
The Element
9:45 105    
11:00 68
West Campus     97 
TOTAL 889

ST. PETER’S ATTENDANCE

Welcome to our 
new members

Stephen and Heather Walker

Better Bodies exercise class will 
return to their regular schedule in 

the Quad on Jan. 9 at 12:30 p.m. Hur-
ricane Harvey slowed us down, but 
we will be physically fit again soon! 
All seniors are invited to join us.

Better Bodies 

Join us for a 12-week study of Mark’s gospel beginning Jan. 23 at 9:30 a.m. 
in E225. Few written works have more profoundly altered the landscape 

of human history than the four Gospel accounts of the life and teaching of 
Jesus. The Gospel of Mark stands among those works. Despite its small size 
relative to the others, Mark’s Gospel is a monumental piece of historical and 
theological reflection on the most influential person ever to walk the Earth. 
Learners will be guided through Mark’s narration of the events leading up 
to and immediately following the life of Jesus. Under the inspiration of the 
Holy Spirit, Mark has artfully created reading cues that will direct the study 
to a depth of understanding we may not have yet reached. Sign up at the 
Information Desk or at stpkaty.org by Jan. 12 to ensure you receive a study 
manual before class begins.

The Gospel of Mark

Everyone is invited to attend our 
first Student Ministries State of 

the Union address on Jan. 21 at 9:45 
a.m. in the Wesley Student Center. 
We will share the latest youth re-
search trends and the vision for Stu-
dent Ministries moving forward. We 
welcome your feedback. Consider 
attending as a Sunday School class.

Student Ministries 
State of the Union

Jamaica Summer Mission Trip
Information Meeting

Jan. 23, 7 p.m.
Memorial Drive UMC (The Well)
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Wednesday Nights continued from page 1

darkness of grief into the light of new life, your soul restored through the 
steadfast love and faithfulness of God. Contact Rev. Kim Poer at kmpoer@
stpkaty.org to register.
Disciple 1 Bible Study meets at 6:30 p.m. in E106. There will be two 17-week 
sessions, with a break during the summer. The first session focuses on the 
Old Testament and the second session will focus on the New Testament. 
There is a $32 fee for the workbook due during registration or in class. Regis-
ter at stpkaty.org. 
Epic of Eden: Isaiah meets beginning March 7 at 6:30 p.m. in E225. The 
book of the prophet Isaiah has more to say about Israel’s coming Messiah 
than any other Old Testament book. This eight-week study explains Israel’s 
religion and economy, explores the definition and role of the prophets, and 
helps us to apply the message of this great champion of the faith to our 
lives today.  There will be a fee for the workbook in class. No registration is 
necessary.
Fellowship for Moms meets at 6:30 p.m. in S201 and is for mothers of 
children of all ages and stages. Our goal is to offer fellowship and support 
for the daily trials and joys of motherhood. We will participate in “Make it 
Count” by Karen Stubbs. Register at stpkaty.org.
Job Search Assistance meets at 6:30 p.m. in S211. This group is for those 
looking for employment or job change. We will discuss search tactics, inter-
net applications, networking, resumes and interviewing for both general 
and specific job searches. Please arrive promptly at 6:30 and bring your 
most recent resume. No registration is required.
No Labels, Just Faith meets at No Label Brewery at 5351 1st St. in Katy at 7 
p.m. Join Pastor Kris Bagley to discuss faith in everyday life.
Powerful Tools for Caregivers meets at 4:30 p.m. in E225. This is a six-week 
class that uses humor and real-life stories to address the challenges faced 
by caregivers as well as many of the options for caregiver self-care. Topics 
include hiring in-home help, helping memory-impaired elders, making legal 
and financial decisions, making decisions about care facility placement, un-
derstanding depression, and making decisions about driving. Cost is $25 for 
the participant book. Register at stpkaty.org. 
Triggers: Exchanging Parent’s Angry Reactions for Gentle Biblical Responses 
meets at 6:30 p.m. in Asbury West. We will examine common parenting 
issues that cause us to explode inappropriately at our children. Moving 
beyond simple parenting tips on how to change your child’s behavior, this 
course offers biblical insight and practical tools to equip and encourage 
you on the journey away from anger-filled reactions toward gentle, biblical 
responses. Register at stpkaty.org.

The next meeting  of 
the Human Trafficking 

Phone Bank is Jan. 10 from 
9:30–11:30 a.m. in E225. We 
invite all women to join 
us in this important work. 
Please bring a cell phone 
and/or laptop. In addition, 
Rescue Houston will hold 
its first Phone-a-thon Jan. 
20 from 9:30 a.m.–12 p.m. 
in Asbury Hall. This event is 
open to men and women. 
Please bring a cell phone 
and/or laptop. For more 
information, e-mail sreast-
land08@att.net. 

Phone bank

Breaking Free, an 11-session study by Beth Moore, begins Jan. 16 at 9:30 a.m. 
in S201 and at 6:30 p.m. in E225. Register at stpkaty.org. For information, 

contact Anne O’Quinn at annieroonie@sbcglobal.net.

Breaking Free study begins Jan. 16

Open Hearts is a sup-
port group for families 

and friends of LGBT per-
sons. We offer a safe and 
affirming setting for those 
who desire understanding, 
education, and support. We 
welcome anyone to be a 
part of this group, whether 
you need support or can 
provide support. Our next 
meeting is Jan. 18 at 7 p.m. 
in E225. For more informa-
tion, please contact Elaine 
Saunders at esaunders@
stpkaty.org or (281) 492-
8031.  

Open Hearts 
Support Group

ECDC
Registration

Jan. 8-19
(281) 492-0623
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Jan. 8 – 14
MONDAY
Mark 1:4-11
TUESDAY
John 1:1-14

WEDNESDAY
Genesis 35:1-15

THURSDAY
Isaiah 6:1-13

FRIDAY
Jeremiah 1:4-10

SATURDAY
1 Samuel 3:1-20

SUNDAY
Psalm 139:1-6, 13-18

Jan. 15 – 21
MONDAY

1 Corinthians 6:12-20
TUESDAY

John 1:43-51
WEDNESDAY
Genesis 12:1-9
THURSDAY

Genesis 32:22-32
FRIDAY

Jonah 1:1-10
SATURDAY
Jonah 3:1-10

SUNDAY
Psalm 62:5-12

Daily 
Bible

Reading

Advent 2017
Among some of the many ways we 
celebrated Advent this year were 
The Road to Bethlehem, the KIDS 
JAM Christmas Musical, The Gather-
ing Homecoming Service, the Youth 
Choir Christmas Concert, and New 
Year’s Eve with Jesus. 



St. Peter’s Events Calendar
Sunday, Jan. 7
8:00 a.m. Blood Drive Scout House
12:15 p.m. Pizza With the Pastors E106
4:00 p.m. Women’s Cancer Support Group S205
Monday, Jan. 8
ECDC registration begins
Tuesday, Jan. 9
7:00 p.m. Women of Joy S203
Wednesday, Jan. 10
9:30 a.m. Human Trafficking Phone Bank E225
10:00 a.m. UMW Board Meeting E106
Thursday, Jan. 11
10:00 a.m. Brown Bag Bridge E106
Monday, Jan. 15
Martin Luther King holiday, church office closed
Wednesday, Jan. 17
10:00 a.m. Agape Circle E106
5:30 p.m. Wednesday Night Potluck Lott Hall
6:30 p.m. Wednesday Nights at St. Peter’s
Thursday, Jan. 18
7:00 p.m. Finance Committee Conference Room
 Open Hearts Support Group E225
Saturday, Jan. 20 
9:00 a.m. Leadership Orientation/Church Council
  Lott Hall

Detailed weekly calendars of St. Peter’s events are available on our website.

 Sunday 
 Worship
 (Oct. 8 only)

 9:00 a.m.
 Combined Traditional, The  
 Element, and West Campus  
 Worship in the Sanctuary

 11:00 a.m. 
 Combined Traditional, The  
 Element, and West Campus  
 Worship in the Sanctuary

 Sunday School for ages 2  
 to 5 only at 9:00 a.m. and  
 11:00 a.m.    
 
 The Nursery is available for  
 children younger than 2.

 Sunday 
 Worship
 8:30 a.m.
 Traditional Worship
 with Holy Communion

 9:45 a.m.
 Traditional Worship

 The Element
 Contemporary Worship

 Sunday School for All Ages

 10:30 a.m. 
 St. Peter’s West Campus
 at Cinco Ranch High School

 11:00 a.m.
 Traditional Worship

 The Element
 Contemporary Worship

 SPLASH Children’s Worship

 Sunday School for Adults

Our Children’s Ministry is 
seeking a part-time Chil-

dren’s Coordinator for the West 
Campus to work 20 hours per 
week. The coordinator supports 
the West Campus on Sundays 
and is in the office during the 
week preparing for Sunday 
morning. Education require-
ments include childhood devel-
opment, an education degree, 
or background in children’s 
ministry. Applicants should be 
able to multitask, problem-solve, 
organize, and work in a busy 
environment and be available on 
Sundays at our West Campus. 
Please submit your resume to 
asandlin@stpkaty.org for con-
sideration.

Children’s 
Ministry opening


