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Harvey Workday
Be a part of our Disaster 

Recovery Team as we 

continue to work to help 

our neighbors recover from 

Hurricane Harvey.

Wednesday Night 
Fellowship

There are a few changes 

to our potluck supper this 

month. Please see page 2 for 

information, and then plan 

to join us this Wednesday!

continued on page 6
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As we continue to move 
through the season of 

Lent, we look forward to 
Holy Week and the celebra-
tion of Easter Sunday. We 
offer a variety of ways all 
ages can remember Jesus’ 
last week and the triumph of 
his resurrection.

March 25, Palm Sunday 
The Chancel Choir and Or-
chestra will present “Seven 
Last Words” by John Michael 
Trotta at the 9:45 and 11 a.m. 
traditional services in the 

Sanctuary. A Palm Sunday Picnic will be held following the 10:30 a.m. 
West Campus worship service at Central Green at LaCenterra. Everyone 
from both campuses is invited to bring a lunch or buy food there and 
join us for a time of fellowship. Cookies and Coloring, from 3 t0 5 p.m. in 
Asbury Hall, will be a chance for children to color posters for the Family 
Stations of the Cross on March 30.
March 28
Our Easter Eggstravaganza, from 5 to 7 p.m., will feature food trucks, 

Holy Week and Easter



Dear Friends, 
The United Methodist Church is a con-

nectional denomination. That means United 
Methodist Churches work together to be in 
ministry to the world. One of the ways we do 
this is through our giving. Connectional giv-
ing—all United Methodist members giving 
together—allows us to do together what we 
cannot do alone. 

Connectional giving is done through 
District and Conference Apportionments. The 
District and Conference of each United Meth-
odist Church apportions an amount needed 
for mission, ministry, and administrative costs. 
There is a formula for apportionments that is based on several factors. The 
Texas Conference explains the apportionment formula this way:

Aj = (p + ij) x Ej 
Aj represents the local church’s apportionment
p represents the conference base percentage
ij represents the local church’s addition or subtraction from the   

 base percentage 
Ej represents the local church’s net expenditures 

Net expenditures for a local church equal total annual expenditures 
minus the deductibles. Deductions include apportionment payment to the 
conference, debt service payments (principle and interest), facilities ex-
penditures (excluding maintenance), non-apportioned benevolences, and 
revitalization expenditures.

As you can tell, this formula is a way to measure a church’s strength 
and ability to help fund the costs needed to share the Good News with the 
entire world. 

St. Peter’s has paid 100 percent of our District and Conference appor-
tionments for many years—until last year. While we paid 100 percent of our 
District apportionments, we came up short on our Conference apportion-
ments. It is my desire to pay 100 percent of our District and Conference ap-
portionments this year. 

With that in mind, you will soon receive a letter inviting you to partici-
pate in a special Easter offering that will be used to help us reach this goal. 
Easter is a good time to remember everything that God has done for us. In 
response to God’s blessings, this is an opportunity to make an “extra mile” 
gift to help us—the United Methodist Church— share God’s love with the 
world.

Blessings,
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Dr. Pat Sparks, Senior Pastor

Giving together to share God’s love

Pat

Join us for Wednesday 
Night Fellowship, our 

weekly potluck dinner, 
from 5:30 to 6:30 p.m. in 
Asbury Hall (March 21 we 
will move back to Lott 
Hall). You are encouraged 
to attend one of our small 
groups starting at 6:30. 
However, please join us 
for food and fellowship 
even if you do not attend 
a class or can’t bring food. 
More information is at stp-
katy.org. We will not have 
Wednesday Night Fellow-
ship on March 14 because 
of Spring Break.

Wednesday 
Night 
Fellowship

Please plan to donate 
blood at our next 

drive this Sunday from 8 
a.m.–12:30 p.m. in the Scout 
House. You can sign up by 
contacting Marsha Asp-
lin at mea1242@aol.com. 
There will be a drawing for 
two Commit for Life Store 
items for all who check in 
to donate. 

March 4
Blood Drive

Get the app!
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Tales from the West
ST. PETER’S WEST CAMPUS

Alex Zeisig, 
Pastor to the West Campus

God is on the move! We continue to travel 
toward the cross and Easter. One of my 

favorite Sundays of the year is Palm Sunday. 
There is something about the waving of palm 
branches and declaring Christ as king, all the 
while knowing that at the end of the same 
week we will be facing his death. This event is 
found in all four of our Gospels: Matthew 21:1-
11, Mark 11:1-11, Luke 19:28-44, and John 12:12-
19. Each of them ends a little differently, but 
all of them have two elements in common: 
the donkey and the palm branches.  

The donkey points back to King David’s 
son Solomon and his coronation as king found 
in 1 Kings 1:28-40. In verse 33 David gave the 
order that Solomon was to ride on David’s mule and have the priest Zadok 
and the prophet Nathan anoint him king. For Christ to ride in on a donkey 
was a sign of Christ’s kingship.  

The other sign is the palm branch. After the Babylonians conquered Je-
rusalem in 587 BC, Israel had no independent rule until 160 BC. So for more 
than 400 years, some foreign power ruled over Israel until the Maccabees 
revolted, giving rise to the Hasmonean Dynasty. They ruled for about 80 
years. In 40 BC the Romans conquered Israel, placing it back under foreign 
occupation. However, it was during the Hasmonean reign that the palm 
branch became one of the symbols of that dynasty. During this time, just 
40 years before Christ was born, the palm branch was a symbol of victory, 
triumph, peace, and eternal life. 

In all four passages, Christ rides in on a donkey and palm branches are 
waved. The people of Israel were welcoming this man as they did the kings 
of old. What an event! What a day! 

On Palm Sunday in all the venues, our children will begin our worship 
by processing in, waving palm branches, and declaring that Christ is King! 
There is something powerful in watching our children wave this symbol of 
victory, of triumph, of peace, of eternal life! 

At the West Campus, we will then continue the procession after church 
by going across the street to LaCenterra and having a picnic on the green. 
Bring a lunch or grab some food to go and meet us at Central Green for a 
time of celebration as we continue this journey through Lent. The more the 
merrier! So, Traditional folks, after the postlude, head on over to Central 
Green. And to our brothers and sisters in The Element, once you receive the 
benediction, jump in your car and head our way! 

 Alex

Open Hearts is a sup-
port group for families 

and friends of LGBT per-
sons. We offer a safe and 
affirming setting for those 
who desire understanding, 
education, and support. We 
welcome anyone to be a 
part of this group, whether 
you need support or can 
provide support. 

Our next meeting is 
March 15 at 7 p.m. in E225. 
For more information, 
please contact Elaine Saun-
ders at esaunders@stp-
katy.org or (281) 492-8031.  

Open Hearts 
Support Group

Our Disaster Recovery 
team is working with 

Holy Covenant UMC to help 
people recover from the 
flooding. Our next work-
days are March 22, 23, and 
24 in the Bear Creek Village 
area. We need volunteers 
to help with painting and 
hanging drywall. We also 
need help with canvass-
ing the neighborhood to 
identify residents who need 
assistance. 

To volunteer, e-mail 
fantyml@yahoo.com and 
specify the day(s) you are 
available and what type of 
work you would like to do.

Please help with 
Harvey repairs
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Brookwood Community 
Tour. If you are interested 
in learning about the 
Brookwood Community, 
please join us March 13 as 
we enjoy a guided tour. We 
will leave the church at 9:15 
a.m. and return around 3 
p.m. We will have lunch in 
the cafe and have time to 
shop in the nursery and 
gift shop. Cost is $5 per 
person payable at the time 
of registration in the Lob-
by. Contact Jody or John 
Nicholas at (281) 392-9353 
for further information. 
March 4 is the deadline for 
signing up.

Traveling through the Holy Land has always 
been something I eagerly anticipated do-

ing. Reading the Gospels and thinking about 
the tapestry of colorful characters littered 
throughout the Old Testament brought with it 
a desire to see. See the deserts where Israelite 
and Philistine armies clashed, see the city God 
chose for the Temple—the permanent taber-
nacle—to be constructed, see the sea where 
Jesus called his disciples to fish for something 
more than they could have ever imagined. 
I feel confident saying this early and often: 
if you ever have a chance to make a pilgrim-
age to Israel, by all means take that chance. I 
promise it is one you will never regret.

I hesitate to simply list the many places I 
saw and experienced. We could easily find ourselves lost in a dense Hebrew 
naming lesson. Instead, if you will permit, I want to focus on two significant 
encounters I had while in Israel: swimming in the Sea of Galilee and standing 
at the base of the Western Wall in Jerusalem. 

First of all, I have a whole new level of respect for Peter; that water was 
cold! I dove in for no more than 20 seconds. That was just enough time to 
realize swimming in the Sea of Galilee was wonderful in theory and a terrible 
decision during the winter months. Thankfully I sojourned to the less com-
monly known reflecting pool, the local hot tub, to laugh and reflect on the 
experience. My polar bear dip aside, spending time along the sea, thinking 
of how the disciples followed Jesus, teaching and caring for those they met, 
brought such vivid imagery to light. I felt something special standing on the 
shore, watching boats glide by. Two thousand years ago, men were invited 
to fish for something more. In Tiberias, the city by the sea, I came to under-
stand that calling in a new, profound way.

My journey ended in Jerusalem, where I was privy to the sights and 
sounds of the holiest city in the world. Three great faiths intersect within its 
gates. The Western Wall, imposing to say the least, greets thousands of pi-
ous Jews who come there daily to pray. Here at the wall they stand as close 
as they dare to the very dwelling place of God—the Holy of Holies. An entire 
community of people praying together, reaching out to touch the wall, and 
in so doing, encounter the living God. I will remember that sight for as long 
as I live—surely the presence of the Lord is in this place. 

What a beautiful picture painted between two different locations; God 
comes for us and in turn we go out seeking to encounter God. I certainly 
hope that this will not be my last trip to Israel, but one thing is for sure. I 
have seen with my own eyes the places God has called his people by name. 
When I read scripture, that knowledge will forever be on my heart.

Comings and goings

Jamison Doehring,
Executive Pastor

Jamison

Smocks for Life needs 
volunteers to cut out 

fabric to create smock kits 
for breast cancer patients. 
Join us March 6 at 6:30 
p.m. in Asbury West. We 
also need volunteers to 
sew the kits into smocks. 
Smock kits can be picked 
up at the church office 
or the Quilt ’n Sew shop 
on Mason Rd. You can 
also call Jan Sidle at (281) 
773-7321 to make arrange-
ments to pick up or drop 
off kits from her home. 
For details on how you can 
help, contact Jan and find 
us at smocksforlife.org.

Smocks for Life
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PRAYERS

Marci Barnes, Jim Basham, 

Richard Bolog, Dennis Bowling, 

Gordon Buffington, David Bur-

rough, Lorkeshia Davis, Jenifer 

Franklin, Delores Gorski, Art 

Henderson, Phyllis Hogue, Brian 

Jones, Oscar Jones, Ann Kelly, 

Ralph Lovell, Maybelle Mullen, 

Ann Nix, Kathy Powell, Virginia 

Reper, Fay Smith, Teresa Steele, 

Annabelle Turner, Sharon Van 

Huss, Harvey Westbrook, and 

Bill Wright.

SYMPATHY

To Todd DeCuir and family on 

the death of his father.

To Ryan Wilson and family on 

the death of her grandmother. 

To Kay Young and family on the 

death of her brother.

 

PRAYERS 

FOR OUR MILITARY

Chris Barnes, Tim and Alison 

Batig, John Belsha, Will Brandt, 

John Buck, Jonathan Burdette, 

Sterling Burdette, Skyler Cook, 

Austin Foster, Westley Freeze, 

James Gilbert, Tyler J. Gorcie, 

Dylan Greismeyer, Stinson Ham-

ilton, Stephen Travis Harding, 

Adam Higdon, Tyler Konrad, 

Mike Linn, Blake Nunes, Cam-

eron Nunes, Ryan O’Quinn, Me-

lissa Ouellette, Matthew Platz, 

Noah Platz, Shawn Platz, Ham-

ilton Rencurrel, Jack Ritchie, 

Don Rolleg, Ben Saunders, 

Jacob Shinkle, John Simmons, 

Justin Simon, Theo Speas, Jason 

Steele, Kyle Taylor, William J. 

Wafer III, and Jasen Wilson.

In Our Prayers

February 18
Traditional Worship
8:30 188      
9:45 222
11:00 324
The Element
9:45 76    
11:00 93
SPLASH      54 
West Campus     86  
West Campus Students/Kids      32
Mid-Winter Retreat     41
TOTAL 1, 116

ST. PETER’S ATTENDANCE

Welcome to our new members
Douglas and Ashley Marmaro, Ross and Alyssa Sandlin, and 

Chad and Grace Wainerdi 

February 25
Traditional Worship
8:30 155
9:45 178
11:00 339
The Element
9:45 66     
11:00 88
SPLASH      49 
West Campus     91  
West Campus Students/Kids    31
Walk to Emmaus     9
TOTAL 1,006  

Projected Giving for 2018 – $3,120,000
Actual Giving for 2018 – $306,990
2017 Apportionments  – Paid $4,880 of $326,261

Financial report through January 2018
Operating Activity

Starting Loan Balance – $4,322,712
Loan Balance at the End of Jan. 2018 – $3,221,247
Remaining Pledge Balance at the End of Jan. 2018 – $1,415,384
Remaining Opportunity to Give – $1,805,863

Capital Campaign

Please consider how you can be a part of “the village” that is critical to 
help our children grow in their faith. Serve as a Sunday School teacher or 

assistant at 9:45 a.m. or at 10:30 a.m. at the West Campus. Volunteer to help 
in preschool or elementary worship at 11 a.m. Serve on the sub list for either 
campus. Or join us on Wednesday nights at IMPACT. For information, con-
tact Alyssa Sandlin at asandlin@stpkaty.org.

Opportunities to help our kids grow
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Holy Week and Easter continued from page 1

Staying Safe. Please join 
us for our unit meeting on 
March 7 at 10 a.m. in E106. 
Sgt. Guinn of the Harris 
County Constable’s Office 
will speak on the topic 
“Staying Safe.” All women 
are invited and encouraged 
to attend.

Easter Candy. Please donate wrapped candy to stuff Easter eggs for the Eas-
ter Eggstravaganza. Donation bins are located around the church.
Eyeglasses. We also are accepting used eyeglasses for International Child 
Awareness Canada. This group of volunteers will be traveling to Cameroon 
where they will be hosting a vision clinic. Please bring glasses to the box at 
the Information Desk in the Lobby by March 15.

Donations needed

After spending more 
than 15 years sewing 

smocks for hundreds of 
preschool children and 
teachers at the Early Child-
hood Development Center, 
St. Peter’s member Judy 
Donnelly has retired. ECDC 
is now looking for someone 
to carry on her ministry. 

We need approximately 
155 children’s and teacher’s 
smocks made by July of 
this year and then each 
year after that. Patterns, 
fabric, and binding will be 
provided, along with reim-
bursement for thread and 
any other small supplies 
needed. We pay $10 per 
child smock and $15 per 
teacher smock. If you can 
help, please contact Danna 
Hollis at dhollis@stpkaty.
org. 

ECDC needs 
volunteer to sew 
smocks

face painting, and Family 
Stations of the Cross color-
ing posters. At 6 p.m. we will 
gather in the Sanctuary to hear 
the Easter story and have a 
brief time of worship. At 6:20 
p.m. we will break into groups 
by age for Easter Egg hunts. 
Please bring your Easter basket 
and join us for a night full of fun 
and fellowship.
March 29, Holy Thursday
We will mark this day with a 
Holy Thursday Service at 7 p.m. 
in the Sanctuary. Following the 
service, you are invited to spend 
time with The Way of the Cross Prayer Stations from 8 to 9 p.m., also in the 
Sanctuary.
March 30, Good Friday
The Way of the Cross Prayer Stations will continue to be open from 7 
a.m. to 5 p.m. in the Sanctuary. The Family Stations of the Cross are a 
child-friendly version that will be available from 10 a.m. to 5 p.m. in Asbury 
Hall. We are joining with the Tree of Life Messianic Congregation to host a 
Seder Meal from 6:30 to 8:30 p.m. in Lott Hall. Please make reservations 
at stpkaty.org/events. At 7 p.m. in the Sanctuary, we will have a Good 
Friday Taizè Service. Taizé worship encourages singing prayers rather 
than speaking them. We will borrow from the Taizé tradition and offer our 
prayers and meditations around the cross. You are welcome to sing or just 
listen and pray.
April 1, Easter Sunday 
You are invited to join us for one of our seven Easter worship services. We 
will not have Sunday School at the Kingsland Campus, but the Nursery will 
be available.
Sunrise Service, 6:30 a.m., Courtyard 
Traditional; 8, 9:30, and 11 a.m.; Sanctuary 
The Element, 9:45 and 11 a.m., Lott Hall  
West Campus, 10:30 a.m., Cinco Ranch High School  
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March 5 – 11
MONDAY

Deuteronomy 31:9-13
TUESDAY

Galatians 3:19-29
WEDNESDAY

Micah 6:6-8
THURSDAY

Exodus 20:1-17
FRIDAY

Psalm 19
SATURDAY

1 Corinthians 1:18-25
SUNDAY

John 2:13-22

March 12 – 18
MONDAY

Isaiah 51:12-16
TUESDAY

Galatians 6:1-10
WEDNESDAY

Deuteronomy 30:11-20
THURSDAY

Numbers 21:4-9
FRIDAY

Psalm 107:1-3, 17-22
SATURDAY

Ephesians 2:1-10
SUNDAY

John 3:14-21

Daily 
Bible

Reading

Congratulations to the Gen Acts Sunday School class, which won Hottest Chili for their 
Gen-U-ine Texas Chili at the Student Ministry Chili Cook-Off.  Proceeds from the cook-off 
support our high school seniors’ Jamaica mission trip during Spring Break. Thanks to all 
who participated for helping us continue our mission to the people of Jamaica.

We are happy to announce two changes in our Children’s Ministry. 
Amanda McDaniel, former Nursery Coordinator, is now our West 

Campus Children’s Coordinator. Amanda and her husband, Matt, have three 
children: Carter, Madeline, and Molly. The McDaniels have been members of 
St. Peter’s since 2011, and Amanda joined the Children’s Ministries team in 
2015. 

Kimberly Patel is our new Nursery Coordinator. Kimberly has been a 
nursery staff member for two years and works at the nursery desk on Sun-
day mornings. Kimberly and her husband, Nish, have two daughters, Sophia 
and Priya. 

Staff changes in Children’s Ministry

The Prayer Quilt Ministry invites you to join them March 14 in E221 from 9 
a.m. to noon. This ministry has created more than 1,000 quilts to give to 

those needing comfort. Quilting experience is not required. For more infor-
mation, contact Tereasa Reimer at (281) 468-9367.

Offering comfort through quilts



 Sunday 
 Worship
 (Oct. 8 only)

 9:00 a.m.
 Combined Traditional, The  
 Element, and West Campus  
 Worship in the Sanctuary

 11:00 a.m. 
 Combined Traditional, The  
 Element, and West Campus  
 Worship in the Sanctuary

 Sunday School for ages 2  
 to 5 only at 9:00 a.m. and  
 11:00 a.m.    
 
 The Nursery is available for  
 children younger than 2.

 Sunday 
 Worship
 8:30 a.m.
 Traditional Worship
 with Holy Communion

 9:45 a.m.
 Traditional Worship

 The Element
 Contemporary Worship

 Sunday School for All Ages

 10:30 a.m. 
 St. Peter’s West Campus
 at Cinco Ranch High School

 11:00 a.m.
 Traditional Worship

 The Element
 Contemporary Worship

 SPLASH Children’s Worship

 Sunday School for Adults

St. Peter’s Events Calendar
Sunday, March 4
8:00 a.m. Blood Drive Scout House
12:15 p.m. Pizza With the Pastors E106
 Safe Sanctuary Training Asbury East
4:00 p.m. Women’s Cancer Support Group S205
Monday, March 5
6:30 p.m. Missions Committee E225
Tuesday, March 6
6:30 p.m. Smocks for Life Asbury West
7:00 p.m. Church Council E106
Wednesday, March 7
10:00 a.m. United Methodist Women E106
5:30 p.m. Wednesday Night Fellowship Asbury Hall
6:30 p.m. Wednesday Nights at St. Peter’s
Thursday, March 8
10:00 a.m. Brown Bag Bridge E106
Tuesday, March 13
7:00 p.m. Women of Joy S203
Wednesday, March 14
9:00 a.m. Prayer Quilt Ministry E221
9:30 a.m. Human Trafficking Phone Bank E225
10:00 a.m. UMW Board Meeting E106
Thursday, March 15
1:00 p.m. KEYS Council E225
7:00 p.m. Open Hearts Support Group E225

Detailed weekly calendars of St. Peter’s events are available on our website.

The Job Search Assistance 
Group will meet March 7 

at 6:30 p.m. in S211 for those 
interested in help with an em-
ployment search or job change. 
Information will be shared on 
search tactics, internet applica-
tions, networking, resumes, 
and interviewing. 

Please bring your most 
recent resume and pen and 
paper. The group will not meet 
March 14 because of Spring 
Break and March 28 during Holy 
Week. For information, contact 
John Caudill at j.caudill@qual-
itec.com or (281) 600-8138.

Job Search 
Assistance


