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Martin Luther King Day of Service

Wednesday Nights
Because of the recent icy

weather, we have moved the
kickoff of Wednesday Nights
at St. Peter’s to Jan. 24.
Join us for dinner and small
groups.

Chili Cook-Off
Our annual Student Ministries Chili Cook-Off is Feb. 25.
Plan now to put together
your team and choose your
favorite recipe to compete.
St. Peter’s partnered with the Monty Ballard YMCA to host their Martin Luther King
Day of Service on Jan. 15. More than 50 participants completed the following projects: Packaged 1,200 pounds of rice and beans for the Society of St. Vincent de Paul
Food Pantry. Stuffed 1,000 Easter Eggs for the annual Neighbors in Action Easter Egg
Hunt. NIA is a nonprofit organization committed to helping the neighborhood of Port
Houston grow spiritually, physically, emotionally, and mentally, resulting in a neighborhood that is self-sufficient and outreach-focused. Completed six no-sew blankets
for distribution to children in need in the Katy community.

20775 Kingsland Blvd., Katy, Texas 77450
(281) 492-8031
stpkaty.org

Adult Life
Groups

L

ife Groups are six to 14
people who meet once
a week in homes to study
the word of God and build
relationships with other
believers. For information,
complete the blue Life
Group form at the Information Desk in the Lobby
or contact Holly Couch at
HollyCouch2010@gmail.
com.

Alzheimer’s
Support Group

T

he Alzheimer’s Support
Group will meet Jan.
22 at 1:30 p.m. in S209 for
a time of caring and sharing. For more information,
contact Beverly Deerhake
at (281) 372-8389.

The Happy Hypocrite
Dear Friends,
I recently read a story called “The Happy
Hypocrite.” It is a story about a man who was
born with an awful facial deformity. He grew
up alone and lonely. When reaching adulthood, he decided to move from his town to
begin a new life. On his way, he discovered a
beautiful mask that fit his face and made him
look handsome. At first the mask was uncomfortable and he was afraid that people would
find out who he really was, but he continued
to wear the mask every day.
Dr. Pat Sparks, Senior Pastor
In his new hometown, he made many
friends and fell in love. But one day a wicked
woman from his old home came to his town and discovered this man’s true
identity. In front of his friends and fiancée, she forced him to remove his
mask. When he removed the mask, it revealed a handsome face. His face
had conformed to the mask.
Becoming like Christ is comparable to this. Go ahead and put on Christ.
At first it may feel unnatural or uncomfortable, and maybe you will think,
“who am I trying to fool?” But every day just keep putting on Christ, and
every day you will grow to look more like him.
The more we “put on Christ,” the more we become like him. Isn’t that
what we all want?
Blessings,

Pat

Adoption
Support Group

T

he Adoption Support
Group is for families
thinking of adopting, in
the process of adopting,
or who have completed
adoptions. We will meet
Jan. 22 at 6 p.m. in E225.
Childcare is available. For
more information, please
contact Whitney Peper at
wpeper@stpkaty.org.

Ladies’ Night provides community, inspiration

J

oin us for Ladies’ Night, a monthly night of worship and encouragement
surrounded by a community of women. Catch an early dinner and then
come indulge in a night out with dessert and coffee, praise music, heartfelt
conversation, and wonderful words to restore and inspire you.
January’s topic will feature the SOAR talk videos by Karen Stubbs of
Birds on a Wire Ministry. Our first Ladies’ Night is Jan. 25 from 7-9 p.m. in
Lott Hall. Register and reserve childcare at stpkaty.org.

Grief Support Group
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O

ur Grief Support Group will begin Jan. 24 from 6:30–8 p.m. in E225. Our
curriculum is the eight-session “Beyond the Broken Heart.” For more
information, contact Kim Poer at kmpoer@stpkaty.org.

Leadership Orientation/Church Council
is tomorrow!
January 20, Lott Hall, 9–11 a.m.
Please join us to:
Hear the Proposed 2018 Church Budget
Listen to St. Peter’s Three-Year Church Vision Presenta�on
Learn What Our Directors, Staﬀ, and Lay Leadership Are Doing

Financial report through December 2017

Wednesday
Nights
at St. Peter’s

T

he kickoff of Wednesday Nights at St. Peter’s
has been postponed until
this Wednesday, Jan. 24,
because of weather. Join us
for a potluck dinner from
5:30–6:30 p.m. followed by
small groups for all ages.
More information is at stpkaty.org.

Operating Activity
Projected Giving for 2017 – $3,248,000
Actual Giving for 2017 – $3,038,918
2017 Apportionments – paid $41,266 of $333,351

Capital Campaign
Starting Loan Balance – $4,322,712
Loan Balance at the End of 2017 – $3,521,247
Remaining Pledge Balance at the End of 2017 – $1,531,366
Remaining Opportunity to Give – $1,989,880

Walk to Emmaus information meeting Feb. 4

T

he walk to Emmaus is an experience of Christian spiritual renewal and
formation that begins with a three-day short course in Christianity. It is
an opportunity to meet Jesus Christ in a new way as God’s grace and love is
revealed to you through other believers.
Why go on this Walk to Emmaus? The Walk to Emmaus will allow each
person to experience the love of Christ in a way they never imagined possible. Each person will have their own perception of it, but they will all be
filled with the love of Christ. After you’ve been on your walk, you will be
changed, always for the better, and always closer to Jesus.
There will be an information meeting about the Walk to Emmaus Feb.
4 at noon in the Sanctuary. Our next Walk to Emmaus weekends are Feb.
15–18 for men and Feb. 22–25 for women. Please join us Feb. 4 to find out
more.

Job Search
Assistance

T

he Job Search Assistance Group meets Jan.
24 for those interested in
help with an employment
search or job change.
The group meets from
6:30–7:30 p.m. in S211. We
will discuss search tactics,
internet applications, networking, resumes, and interviewing for both general
and specific job searches.
Please arrive promptly
at 6:30 and bring your most
recent resume.
For information, contact John Caudill at (281)
600-8138 or j.caudill@
qualitec.com.
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Trip to Historical Seguin. If
you are interested in learning more about Texas history and you enjoy the atmosphere of small towns
that played a role in that
history, please join us for a
guided tour of Seguin, Feb.
12. You’ll receive a generous dose of early Texas
history, a tour of Texas’
oldest standing Protestant
church, a stroll around
Seguin’s historic town
square, and a visit to a pecan house and nutcracker
museum. Lunch is planned
at the historic Power Plant
Texas Grill overlooking the
Guadalupe River. We will
leave the church at 7:30
a.m. and return around 5
p.m. Cost is $5, payable at
the time of registration at
the Information Desk in
the Lobby starting Jan. 21.
Contact Patricia Walker at
(281) 693-2059 for more
information. Feb. 4 is the
last day to sign up.
Brown Bag Bridge. Join us
for our next play date on
Thursday, Feb. 8, at 10 a.m.
in E106.
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Tales from the West

ST. PETER’S WEST CAMPUS

W

hat does it take to become a member of
the clergy? The answer is a lot, and the
process is often confusing to those of us who
are in it, let alone our church families. I want
to peek behind the curtain this week and walk
people through the process I am currently in
as a commissioned elder in the United Methodist Church. (If you find polity boring, this
might not be the article for you. But if you
want to know more about my life, read on!)
Because the answer to the question above is
it takes a congregation. It is only through your
support, partnership, and prayers that I am
Alex Zeisig,
able to do this thing God has called me to.
Pastor to the West Campus
First, what does it mean to be commissioned? It means that I already have a masters’ degree (Master of Divinity)
and have passed through the first round of intensive questioning at both
the district and conference level. The conference board that governs ordination is called the Board of Ordained Ministry (BOM), which is a group of
clergy and lay people that meets to approve the candidates. The first step is
to turn in paperwork, quite a bit of paperwork, about 20-25 pages of theological paperwork in addition to many other forms. You also must submit a
recording of one sermon and develop a written Bible study. Once all of this
is turned in, you meet with a Triad (a group of three from the BOM) who
then decide if you should move forward. With their blessing, you then are
questioned by nine to 12 members of the BOM. They then take a recommendation back to the whole BOM (about 40 members), and they vote to
approve you or not. Fun times! After this, at Annual Conference there is a
service for the ordinands and commissioned candidates in which the Bishop
commissions you in front of your family and church family! You then become
a “provisional member” of the Annual Conference.
This provisional membership usually lasts for two years. If you have
made it this far in this article, then I know you can’t wait to hear the next
step in the process. The first thing we do is participate in a retreat with all
the other provisional members, and we are divided into subgroups called
Residency Covenant Groups. These groups are designed to be peer learning
groups. We meet six to eight times a year, getting to process our appointments as well as engage in some kind of peer learning experience. We are
then sent out to our congregations, where we gather a group of laity for
the second part of this stage. This group of laity is call the Laity Consultation Team (LCT). I also am meeting with them six to eight times per year.
continued on page 5

Ordination continued from page 4
We review different parts of my ministry as well as have formalized meetings around my preaching (where we actually watch one of my sermons and
then talk about it—not the most fun thing in the world, but very helpful).
The final group I interact with is the Residency Effectiveness Team (RET),
which is made up of three members of the BOM, our District Superintendent
Tony Vinson, our very own Pat Sparks, and my LCT chair, who is Holly Gibson. This group meets twice. The first time is for me to receive initial feedback on how I am currently doing and to help me develop a growth plan for
the next year. This meeting was just two weeks ago. We will meet again in
one year to evaluate how well I have carried out this growth plan, and they
will make a recommendation to the whole BOM about me moving forward.
I will turn in more paperwork and then appear before the partial BOM again,
and they will get to ask me even more questions. If all of this goes well, then
on May 28, 2019, I will be ordained as a full elder in the United Methodist
Church. Mark your calendars now!

Alex

Join one of our handbell choirs!
Adult Beginners
If you have ever wanted to try handbells, please join our new Adult Handbell Choir for beginners. No experience is required and you don’t have to
read music. We meet Tuesdays at 8:45 a.m. in E106. For information, contact
Carol Mungavin at camungavin@gmail.com or (281) 546-8317.

Children and Students
If you are in fourth through ninth grade and interested in handbells, please
join our Youth Handbell Choir. We rehearse Wednesdays from 5:30–6:30
p.m. in S101.

ST. PETER’S ATTENDANCE
January 7
Traditional Worship
8:30
9:45
11:00
The Element
9:45
11:00
SPLASH
West Campus
West Campus Students/Kids
TOTAL

167
190
398
65
106
67
86
35
1,114

January 14
Traditional Worship
8:30
178
9:45
199
11:00
353
The Element
9:45
84
11:00
105
SPLASH
60
West Campus
80
West Campus Students/Kids 31
TOTAL
1,090

In Our Prayers

PRAYERS
Marci Barnes, Jim Basham, Richard Bolog, Dennis Bowling, Gordon Buffington, David Burrough,
Marcia Churns, Lorkeshia Davis,
Jenifer Franklin, Delores Gorski,
Art Henderson, Phyllis Hogue,
Brian Jones, Oscar Jones, Ann
Kelly, Ralph Lovell, Maybelle
Mullen, Kathy Powell, Virginia
Reper, Fay Smith, Teresa Steele,
Hope Swiger, Annabelle Turner,
Sharon Van Huss, Vivienne
Wardle, Harvey Westbrook, and
Bill Wright.
JOY
To Patrick and Sara England on
the birth of their son Samuel
Patrick.
To David and Mary Rachel Petty
on the birth of their son David
Bradley.
SYMPATHY
To Treva Brewster and family on
the death of her mother.
To Joann Hawkins and family on
the death of her husband, Joe
Hawkins.
To Julie McInnis and family on
the death of her mother.
To Mike McKinney and family on
the death of his sister.
To Janet Olson and family on
the death of her mother.
To Becky Wallace and family on
the death of her mother.
PRAYERS
FOR OUR MILITARY
Chris Barnes, Tim and Alison
Batig, John Belsha, Will Brandt,
John Buck, Jonathan Burdette,
Skyler Cook, Austin Foster,
Westley Freeze, James Gilbert,
Tyler J. Gorcie, Dylan Greismeyer, Stinson Hamilton, Stephen
Travis Harding, Adam Higdon,
Tyler Konrad, Mike Linn, Blake
Nunes, Cameron Nunes, Ryan
O’Quinn, Melissa Ouellette, Matthew Platz, Noah Platz, Shawn
Platz, Hamilton Rencurrel,
Jack Ritchie, Don Rolleg, Ben
Saunders, Jacob Shinkle, John
Simmons, Justin Simon, Theo
Speas, Jason Steele, Kyle Taylor,
William J. Wafer III, and Jasen
Wilson.
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The Gospel of Mark

J
Silent Auction. The UMW
will hold a silent auction of
items collected at the Picka-dilly Craft Fair on Jan. 21
before and after worship
services at the Information
Desk in the Lobby. We also
will be selling our UMW
Bean soup mixture. This is
a good time to stock up on
the beans for your Super
Bowl soup. All proceeds
from the auction and bean
sales go toward UMW missions.
Unit Meeting. Our next unit
meeting is Feb. 7 at 10 a.m.
in E106. Our guest speaker,
P.K. Loeffler, Clinical Social Worker/Therapist, will
present “Love Yourself.”
The UMW pledge ceremony
will follow the program.
We will be going to lunch
at a Katy restaurant (to be
announced) following the
meeting. All women are
invited and encouraged to
attend.

oin us for a 12-week study of Mark’s gospel beginning Jan. 23 at 9:30 a.m.
in E225. Few written works have more profoundly altered the landscape
of human history than the four Gospel accounts of the life and teaching of
Jesus. The Gospel of Mark stands among those works.
Despite its small size relative to the others, Mark’s Gospel is a monumental piece of historical and theological reflection on the most influential
person ever to walk the Earth. Learners will be guided through Mark’s
narration of the events leading up to and immediately following the life of
Jesus.
Under the inspiration of the Holy Spirit, Mark has artfully created reading cues that will direct the study to a depth of understanding we may not
have yet reached. Sign up at stpkaty.org.

Student Ministries State of the Union

E

veryone is invited to attend our first Student Ministries State of the
Union address this Sunday, Jan. 21, at 9:45 a.m. in the Wesley Student
Center. We will share the latest youth research trends and the vision for
Student Ministries moving forward. We welcome your feedback. Consider
attending as a Sunday School class.

Jamaica Summer Mission Trip

A

n information meeting about our summer Jamaica trip is Jan. 23 at 7
p.m. at Memorial Drive UMC (The Well location). The mission trip, which
is July 14–20, is open to students who have completed their senior year of
high school and to adults. Contact Jason at jtrice@stpkaty for more details.

Fellowship for Moms meets this Wednesday
Better Bodies

B

etter Bodies exercise
class is meeting in the
Quad on Tuesdays and
Thursdays at 12:30 p.m. All
senior adults are invited to
join us.

F

ellowship for Moms is for mothers of children of all ages and stages. We
will meet Jan. 24 from 6:30–7:30 p.m. in S201. Our goal is to offer fellowship and support for the daily trials and joys of motherhood. For information, contact Dana Sitton at djsitton@gmail.com.

Powerful Tools for Caregivers

T
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his six-week class uses humor and real-life stories to address the challenges faced by caregivers as well as many of the options for caregiver
self-care. The class starts Jan. 24 at 4:30 p.m. in E106. Cost is $25. Please
register at stpkaty.org.

It’s time to put together your Chili Cook-Off team

G

et you best chili recipe, put together your team, and get ready for some
serious competition at our annual Student Ministries Chili Cook-Off on
Feb. 25 in the Wesley Student Center. The cook-off is at noon, and we will
provide hot dogs, chips, and drinks to go along with the chili samples and
competition. You will be able to vote on your favorite for $1 a vote, and
there will be an opportunity to donate to the Jamaica Mission Supply Fund.
All proceeds benefit the Spring Mission Supply fund for Jamaica. If you
would like to register a team, contact Heather at hharmison@stpkaty.org.

Parents’ Night Out

E

njoy a night out while your kids have fun at church with friends and activities. Our next Parents’ Night Out is Feb. 2 from 6–9 p.m. for children
from birth through fifth grade. Dinner and activities will be provided for
children ages 2 and up. For children younger than 2, bring your child’s dinner
when you drop them off. The cost is $20 for the first child and $30 for two or
more children.
Register at stpkaty.org. Church member registration is Jan. 15–31. Community registration is Jan. 22–31. Space is limited, and refunds will not be
offered after registration is closed. For information, contact Nursery Coordinator Amanda McDaniel at (281) 492-8031 or amcdaniel@stpkaty.org.

Daily
Bible
Reading
Jan. 22 – 28
MONDAY
1 Corinthians 7:29-31
TUESDAY
Numbers 14:1-12
WEDNESDAY
Luke 4:14-30
THURSDAY
Habakkuk 2:1-5
FRIDAY
Deuteronomy 18:15-20
SATURDAY
Psalm 111
SUNDAY
1 Corinthians 8:1-13
Jan. 29 – Feb. 4
MONDAY
Mark 1:21-28
TUESDAY
Exodus 33:12-23
WEDNESDAY
Deuteronomy 10:12-22
THURSDAY
Isaiah 40:21-31
FRIDAY
Psalm 147:1-11, 20c
SATURDAY
1 Corinthians 9:16-23
SUNDAY
Mark 1:29-39

Children’s Ministry hiring for West Campus

O

ur Children’s Ministry is seeking a part-time Children’s Coordinator for
the West Campus to work 20 hours per week. The coordinator supports
the West Campus on Sundays and is in the office during the week preparing
for Sunday morning.
Education requirements include childhood development, an education
degree, or background in children’s ministry. Applicants should be able to
multitask, problem-solve, organize, and work in a busy environment and be
available on Sundays at our West Campus. Please submit your resume to
asandlin@stpkaty.org for consideration.
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S u nday
Worship
(Oct.
8 only)
8:30 a.m.

Traditional Worship
9:00 Holy
a.m.Communion
with
Combined Traditional, The
9:45 a.m.
Element, and West Campus
Traditional Worship
Worship in the Sanctuary
The Element
Contemporary
Worship
11:00 a.m.
Combined
Traditional,
The
Sunday School
for All Ages
Element, and West Campus
10:30 a.m.
Worship in the Sanctuary
St. Peter’s West Campus
at Cinco Ranch High School
Sunday School for ages 2
11:00
a.m.
to
5 only
at 9:00 a.m. and
Traditional Worship
11:00 a.m. 			
The Element
Contemporary
Worshipfor
The
Nursery is available
children younger than 2.
SPLASH Children’s Worship
Sunday School for Adults

St. Peter’s Events Calendar
Saturday, Jan. 20
9:00 a.m.

Leadership Orientation

Lott Hall

Women’s Cancer Support Group

S205

1:30 p.m.

Alzheimer’s Support Group

S209

6:00 p.m.

Adoption Support Group

E225

Women of Joy

S203

10:00 a.m.

The Gathering

Asbury Hall

5:30 p.m.

Wednesday Night Potluck

Lott Hall

6:30 p.m.

Wednesday Nights at St. Peter’s

Sunday, Jan. 21
4:00 p.m.
Monday, Jan. 22

Tuesday, Jan. 23
7:00 p.m.
Wednesday, Jan. 24

Please note ...
• Make sure you stay
informed about everything going on at St.
Peter’s by keeping your
e-mail address up to
date. Go to Member
Database in the upper
right corner at stpkaty.
org.

Thursday, Jan. 25
7:00 p.m.

Ladies’ Night

Lott Hall

4:00 p.m.

Girlfriend Getaway

Off Campus

6:00 p.m.

Friday Night Friends

E221

5:30 p.m.

Wednesday Night Potluck

Lott Hall

6:30 p.m.

Wednesday Nights at St. Peter’s

Friday, Jan. 26

Wednesday, Jan. 31

Detailed weekly calendars of St. Peter’s events are available on our website.

• Have you ordered a
name-tag recently? You
can pick it up at the
Information Desk in the
Lobby.

