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THIS ISSUE:
Pancake Supper
Come support ministry

students and enjoy fellowship with your St. Peter’s

family at our Shrove Tuesday
Pancake Supper Feb. 13.

Grace Notes
Our women’s ensemble is
welcoming new members to
this group that provides an
important ministry both in
worship and throughout the
Katy community.

A

sh Wednesday marks the beginning of Lent, a time of repentance,
reflection, and preparation for Easter. The imposition of ashes during an Ash Wednesday service is an outward symbol of our repentance.
We will have two Ash Wednesday services on Feb. 14. From 6 to 8:30
a.m. you can stop by the Parlor for a time of prayer and meditation and
the imposition of ashes. At 7 p.m. in the Sanctuary we will have an Ash
Wednesday worship service with the imposition of ashes. Pastor Alex
Zeisig also will be offering the imposition of ashes at the Monty Ballard
YMCA at 22807 Westheimer from 9 to 11 a.m.

20775 Kingsland Blvd., Katy, Texas 77450
(281) 492-8031
stpkaty.org

Grace Notes

T

he Grace Notes women’s ensemble enjoyed
a busy fall and Christmas
season with many performances in the community,
including Oak Park Retirement Resort, Spanish
Meadows, Legend Oaks,
Katy First United Methodist, The Gathering at
St. Peter’s, and Welcome
Wagon of Katy at Falcon
Point Country Club.
We provide a fun program of sacred, patriotic,
Broadway, and ragtime
music. We also enjoy singing for the traditional worship services at St. Peter’s
about once a month.
We welcome singers,
dancers, and instrumentalists. Join us Tuesdays at
9:30 a.m. in E106. For more
information, contact Gail
Shipley at (281) 782-1598 or
gshipnote@live.com.

2020 Vision
Dear Friends,
On Feb. 18 we will have a Town Hall meeting to discuss our 2020 Vision. We will take
time to answer questions and listen to input
about the vision and about the church in general.
A few months ago, we had some focus
group meetings to get feedback about our
strengths and about the areas we need to
improve. The feedback was grouped into summary form and has become the starting point
for our strategy map for our 2020 Vision.
Dr. Pat Sparks, Senior Pastor
The second part of our vision map contains ideas to address the feedback from the focus groups and to help us
look to the future. It is our hope to increase the ministry impact we have
on the greater Katy area. We believe that St. Peter’s has a lot to offer those
who live in this area, as well as those who are moving here. So, we have
listed some of the strategic objectives for offering God’s grace to all of Katy.
The final part of our vision map contains the performance measures to
make sure we are achieving the strategic objectives we believe God is calling
us to accomplish.
I hope you will come join in the discussion as we plan for the future ways
in which we will seek to “Connect the World with God’s Love.”
Blessings,

Pat

God and Family
Scout Award

S

t. Peter’s is offering the
God and Family Scout
Award program for fourthand fifth-graders Tuesdays
starting Feb. 20 from 6 to
8 p.m.
Register by Feb. 14
HERE or contact Ashley
Eidson at aeidson@stpkaty.org.
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Come dine on Wednesday nights
and help out if you can

O

ur Wednesday Night Potluck
Dinners have started again,
and we’re looking for volunteers to
assist the Wednesday Night Dinner
Team by acting as hosts and helping clean up twice a month. If you
would like to serve St. Peter’s in
this way or need more information,
contact Sheryl Ray at ray77sh@
gmail.com or (281) 639-8586. And
if you haven’t been to our potluck
dinner, please join us Wednesdays from 5:30 to 6:30 p.m. in Lott Hall. Bring
your favorite dish if you can, and if you can’t, please come anyway.

Tales from the West

ST. PETER’S WEST CAMPUS

Town Hall
Meeting
Sunday, Feb. 18
6:30 p.m., Sanctuary
Join us as we discuss
our 2020 Vision
strategy

A

s I have shared before, I did not start going to church until ninth grade. Through
happenstance (some might say providence),
I ended up at a United Methodist church. My
friends went to the 8:15 service, which was
contemporary. Not that I had any context to
tell contemporary from traditional; it was simply where my friends went. During this time,
there was really no need to go to the traditional service. None of my friends went, so I
did not think about it very much. So I spent
four years in the contemporary service without any real understanding or thought about
Alex Zeisig,
the hymns that were sung two hours later in
Pastor to the West Campus
the same space.
It was in college when I worked as a youth intern for a United Methodist
church that I was really exposed to traditional service, but at this point I had
worshiped in my “chosen” style for more than six years, my entire Christian
life. There were a few times we were forced to go to the traditional service
for different youth reasons, and it was the first time I heard jokes about
how “boring” or “soulless” the music was. It was easy to laugh and agree.
The youth families that went to the traditional service would give us a hard
time, and we would respond in kind. However, at some point the jokes and
small comments became a stance. I had joined the Worship Wars and saw
any other form of worship apart from my “chosen” style to be less-than or
unworthy to praise our God.
The irony is not lost on me that I then took a job at a United Methodist church in Richmond, Texas, whose primary worship service was—that’s
right—traditional. And yet, as I would sit in the service week after week, letting the richness of these hymns wash over me, I found myself worshiping.
It truly took me by surprise. I was unprepared for the depth and theology that is present in so many of our hymns, and I found myself lifting my
voice in praise to a God who is worthy, accompanied only by a piano and
the other saints of the church. I love contemporary music, but I found a
growing love for our traditional worship as well.
When I went to Faith UMC and served as a pastor for two years, I got to
worship in both the contemporary services as well as the traditional services each week. I would start the day off in my robe and end the day with
rolled-up sleeves and no tie. It was a rich and vibrant experience to get to
participate in the multifaceted worship that takes place across our churches
every Sunday. I realized it is simply too easy to say that one form of worship
continued on page 4

Family Ministry
Lent Boxes

F

amilies are encouraged
to pick up a Family
Ministry Lent Box from the
Lobby beginning Feb. 14.
This year the boxes will
contain the Jesus Tree and
are designed to help you
walk through the season
of Lent with the intent of
drawing you and your family closer to Christ, his life,
and his mission on earth,
and into a deeper understanding of his death and
resurrection.
The Jesus Tree is a
continuation of the Jesse
Tree, which we focused on
during Advent. For more
information, please contact
Whitney Peper at wpeper@
stpkaty.org.
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Worship continued from page 3

Trip to Historical Seguin. If
you are interested in learning more about Texas history and you enjoy the atmosphere of small towns
that played a role in that
history, please join us for a
guided tour of Seguin, Feb.
12. You’ll receive a generous dose of early Texas
history, a tour of Texas’
oldest standing Protestant
church, a stroll around
Seguin’s historic town
square, and a visit to a pecan house and nutcracker
museum. Lunch is planned
at the historic Power Plant
Texas Grill overlooking the
Guadalupe River. We will
leave the church at 7:30
a.m. and return around 5
p.m. Cost is $5, payable at
the time of registration at
the Information Desk in
the Lobby. Contact Patricia
Walker at (281) 693-2059
for more information. Feb.
4 is the last day to sign up.
Brown Bag Bridge. Join us
for our next play date on
Thursday, Feb. 8, at 10 a.m.
in E106.

Safe Sanctuary
Training
Feb. 4 at 12:15 p.m.
Asbury Hall East
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is better than another without first experiencing that other style of worship
week-in and week-out.
One of the great joys about my appointment here at St. Peter’s was
knowing about the amazing traditional music ministry we have. I am so excited to get to be a part of a church that is creating multiple worship spaces
for people to come together and praise God as Lord.
On Christmas Eve, I found myself sitting in the Sanctuary at the 9 and 11
p.m. services, and once again the hymns that we love so much were washing over me. All I could think of in those moments was how much I missed
the traditional form of worship, being a part of the ritual, singing the hymns,
and wearing the robe.
As Pat and I have talked about me being more involved in traditional
worship, we settled on me coming to the 8:30 a.m. service once a month
(not including the times when I will come and preach). With the West Campus setup rotation in full swing, I am able to come to the 8:30 service and
still have time to make it back for the West Campus service. So, look for me
at a St. Peter’s traditional service near you.

Alex

Pancake supper benefits ministry students

C

ome enjoy a pancake supper
before Lent and support ministry
students from St. Peter’s on Feb. 13.
The United Methodist Men sponsor
this annual Shrove Tuesday Pancake
Supper to benefit the Cliff Lott Ministerial Scholarship Fund.
Last year’s recipient was Whitney
Peper, who is attending seminary
focusing on biblical interpretation
and discipleship so that she can
write curriculum and Bible studies
for all ages. “Having the support of
my church makes the biggest impact
when I feel the stress of classes and
responsibilities and I know I have a
whole group of loving people behind
me,” she said.
Pancakes will be served from
5:30 to 7 p.m. in Lott Hall. Cost is $10
for adults, $5 for children 6-12, and
free for children 5 and younger. With
your support of the Pancake Suppers, the UMM will continue to offer
financial aid to enable students to
pursue their call to ministry.

These are some
of the folks who
enjoyed our potluck dinner last
Wednesday. Join
us next Wednesday from 5:30 to
6:30 p.m. in Lott
Hall and bring
your favorite dish!

In Our Prayers

PRAYERS
Marci Barnes, Jim Basham,
Richard Bolog, Dennis Bowling, Gordon Buffington, David
Burrough, Lorkeshia Davis,
Jenifer Franklin, Delores Gorski,
Art Henderson, Phyllis Hogue,
Brian Jones, Oscar Jones, Ann
Kelly, Ralph Lovell, Maybelle
Mullen, Kathy Powell, Virginia
Reper, Fay Smith, Teresa Steele,
Hope Swiger, Annabelle Turner,
Sharon Van Huss, Harvey Westbrook, and Bill Wright.

Walk to Emmaus information meeting Feb. 4

T

he walk to Emmaus is an experience of Christian spiritual renewal and
formation that begins with a three-day short course in Christianity. It is
an opportunity to meet Jesus Christ in a new way as God’s grace and love is
revealed to you through other believers.
Why go on this Walk to Emmaus? The Walk to Emmaus will allow each
person to experience the love of Christ in a way they never imagined possible. Each person will have their own perception of it, but they will all be
filled with the love of Christ. After you’ve been on your walk, you will be
changed, always for the better, and always closer to Jesus.
There will be information meetings about the Walk to Emmaus Feb. 4
at noon in the Sanctuary and in Lott Hall and following the West Campus
worship service at Cinco Ranch High School. Please join us to find out more
about this transformational experience.

Welcome to our new members
Dustin and Summer Duhon, David and Meredith Sealy,
Charlotte Stumpf, and Tyler and Emily Weir

ST. PETER’S ATTENDANCE
January 21
Traditional Worship
8:30
228
9:45
206
11:00
391
The Element
9:45
82
11:00
118
SPLASH
56
West Campus
74
West Campus Students/Kids 23
TOTAL
1, 178

January 28
Traditional Worship
8:30
186
9:45
209
11:00
361
The Element
9:45
86
11:00
62
SPLASH
40
West Campus
73
West Campus Students/Kids 27
Women’s Retreat
49
TOTAL
1,093

JOY
To Jason and Katie Comer on
the birth of their daughter Aubrey Rose.
SYMPATHY
To Sherie Doyle and family on
the death of her mother.
To Marva Nelson and family on
the death of her mother.
To Laura Raley and family on the
death of her mother.
To Blair Sherrill and family on
the death of his mother.
PRAYERS
FOR OUR MILITARY
Chris Barnes, Tim and Alison
Batig, John Belsha, Will Brandt,
John Buck, Jonathan Burdette,
Skyler Cook, Austin Foster,
Westley Freeze, James Gilbert,
Tyler J. Gorcie, Dylan Greismeyer, Stinson Hamilton, Stephen
Travis Harding, Adam Higdon,
Tyler Konrad, Mike Linn, Blake
Nunes, Cameron Nunes, Ryan
O’Quinn, Melissa Ouellette, Matthew Platz, Noah Platz, Shawn
Platz, Hamilton Rencurrel,
Jack Ritchie, Don Rolleg, Ben
Saunders, Jacob Shinkle, John
Simmons, Justin Simon, Theo
Speas, Jason Steele, Kyle Taylor,
William J. Wafer III, and Jasen
Wilson.

5

Unit Meeting. Our next unit
meeting is Feb. 7 at 10 a.m.
in E106. Our guest speaker,
P.K. Loeffler, Clinical Social Worker/Therapist, will
present “Love Yourself.”
The UMW pledge ceremony
will follow the program.
We will be going to lunch
at a Katy restaurant (to be
announced) following the
meeting. All women are
invited and encouraged to
attend.

Job Search
Assistance

Women at this year’s Girlfriend Getaway women’s retreat cut out fabric for 24 smock kits
for our Smocks for Life ministry. If you missed this opportunity, come support Smocks
for Life Feb. 6 at 6:30 p.m. in Asbury Hall West as we cut out fabric for these smocks for
women undergoing breast cancer treatment in our community. We also need volunteers
who can sew the kits into finished smocks. For more information about Smocks for Life,
contact Jan Sidle at (281) 773-7321 and find us at smocksforlife.org.

T

he Job Search Assistance Group meets
Wednesdays for those
interested in help with an
employment search or job
change.
The group meets from
6:30 to 7:30 p.m. in S211. We
will discuss search tactics,
internet applications, networking, resumes, and interviewing for both general
and specific job searches.
Please arrive promptly
at 6:30 and bring your most
recent resume.
For information, contact John Caudill at (281)
600-8138 or j.caudill@
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In November and December, the Adoption Ministry collected 58 pairs of new shoes for
children and teens from the generous members of St. Peter’s. These shoes were delivered on Jan. 5 to Buckner Adoption Agency in Dallas for their Shoes for Orphan Souls
program. This program provides new and used shoes to orphanages, at-risk children and
youth, and low-income churches throughout the world.

Chili Cook-Off supports our Jamaica mission

G

et your best chili recipe, put together your team, and get ready for
some serious competition at our annual Student Ministries Chili CookOff on Feb. 25 in the Wesley Student Center. The cook-off is at noon, and we
will provide hot dogs, chips, and drinks to go along with the chili samples.
You will be able to vote on your favorite for $1 a vote, and there will be an
opportunity to donate to the Jamaica Mission Supply Fund.
All proceeds benefit the Spring Mission Supply Fund for Jamaica. To register a team, click HERE or contact Heather at hharmison@stpkaty.org.

The Book of Ruth

A

re you a seeker searching for answers? Would you like to know more
about a non-Israelite woman who through the very uncertain times of
the Judges found her way to her redeemer—and who can help us find our
way to our Redeemer? Ruth was the ancestor of Jesus Christ who showed
immense courage, trust, and faith.
The Abide Sunday School class will begin a 12-week study of “The Epic
of Eden: Ruth” by Sandra Richter Feb. 11 at 11 a.m. in S203. Won’t you join us
for a love story just in time for Valentine’s Day?

Daily
Bible
Reading
Feb. 5 – 11
MONDAY
Numbers 12:1-16
TUESDAY
2 Timothy 4:1-5
WEDNESDAY
Isaiah 38:1-8
THURSDAY
2 Kings 5:1-14
FRIDAY
Psalm 30
SATURDAY
1 Corinthians 9:24-27
SUNDAY
Mark 1:40-45
Feb. 12 – 18
MONDAY
Exodus 34:29-35
TUESDAY
Daniel 7:9-14
WEDNESDAY
Colossians 1:15-20
THURSDAY
2 Kings 2:1-12

FRIDAY
Psalm 50:1-6

SATURDAY
2 Corinthians 4:3-6
SUNDAY
Mark 9:2-9

Wednesday Night Bible Study

W

ednesday Night Bible Study meets year-round at 6:30 p.m. in E225.
The group includes men and women, couples, singles, and all ages
of Christians interested in learning more about the Bible, drawing closer to
God, and experiencing deep fellowship. Studies rotate throughout the year
and reflect the interests of the group, season of the church, and topical
issues. For more information please contact Whitney Peper at wpeper19@
gmail.com.
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S u nday
Worship
(Oct.
8 only)
8:30 a.m.

Traditional Worship
9:00 Holy
a.m.Communion
with
Combined Traditional, The
9:45 a.m.
Element, and West Campus
Traditional Worship
Worship in the Sanctuary
The Element
Contemporary
Worship
11:00 a.m.
Combined
Traditional,
The
Sunday School
for All Ages
Element, and West Campus
10:30 a.m.
Worship in the Sanctuary
St. Peter’s West Campus
at Cinco Ranch High School
Sunday School for ages 2
11:00
a.m.
to
5 only
at 9:00 a.m. and
Traditional Worship
11:00 a.m. 			
The Element
Contemporary
Worshipfor
The
Nursery is available
children younger than 2.
SPLASH Children’s Worship
Sunday School for Adults

St. Peter’s Events Calendar
Sunday, Feb. 4
12:00 p.m
12:15 p.m.
4:00 p.m.
Monday, Feb. 5
6:30 p.m.
Tuesday, Feb. 6
6:30 p.m.
Wednesday, Feb. 7
10:00 a.m.
5:30 p.m.
6:30 p.m.
Thursday, Feb. 8
10:00 a.m.
Tuesday, Feb. 13
1:00 p.m.
5:30 p.m.
7:00 p.m.
Wednesday, Feb. 14
6:00 a.m.
9:00 a.m.
9:30 a.m.
10:00 a.m.
7:00 p.m.
Thursday, Feb. 15
7:00 p.m.

Emmaus Information Meeting
Pizza With the Pastors
Safe Sanctuary Training
Women’s Cancer Support Group

Sanctuary/Lott Hall
E106
Asbury East
S205

Missions Committee

E225

Smocks for Life

Asbury West

United Methodist Women
Wednesday Night Potluck
Wednesday Nights at St. Peter’s

E106
Lott Hall

Brown Bag Bridge

E106

KEYS Council
Shrove Tuesday Pancake Supper
Women of Joy

E225
Lott Hall
S203

Imposition of Ashes
Prayer Quilt Ministry
Human Trafficking Phone Bank
United Methodist Women Board
Ash Wednesday Service

Parlor
E221
E225
E106
Sanctuary

Finance Committee
Open Hearts Support Group

Conference Room
E225

Detailed weekly calendars of St. Peter’s events are available on our website.

T

here is
a free
app that
will make it
easier to connect with St. Peter’s
through your mobile devices.
The ACS Church Life app allows
you to access the information
in the member database found
on our website. You will be able
to search through our member
directory, register for events,
check the church calendar,
and give online. Once you have
downloaded the app, use the
same log-in information that you
use on our member database. If
you have questions or don’t have
a user name and password, contact aeidson@stpkaty.org.

