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THIS ISSUE:
Courage Worship

Join us this Sunday at 5 p.m.
in Asbury Hall for this

A symbol of new life

worship service designed
for people of all abilities.

God Is at Work
in Jamaica
Our high school seniors just
completed their 26th year
of mission to the people of
Jamaica.

Decorating the cross with flowers on Easter morning is a tradition at St. Peter’s that
reminds us of the resurrection and our new life in Christ. Three crosses were set up
around the Kingsland Campus, and church members were invited to bring flowers
from home to place on the crosses.

20775 Kingsland Blvd., Katy, Texas 77450
(281) 492-8031
stpkaty.org

Courage
Worship Service

A

s St. Peter’s works to
offer God’s grace to
everyone, we are starting a new worship service
April 8 at 5 p.m. in Asbury
Hall. Courage Worship
Service will be for people
with all abilities and is
designed to be engaging
and interactive. We will
worship the second and
fourth Sundays of each
month. For information,
contact Whitney Peper at
wpeper@stpkaty.org.

Seniors to be
honored

M

ay 6 is Senior Sunday
at St. Peter’s. We will
be honoring the class of
2018 during our Sunday
services and again that
evening during our Senior
Dinner. High school seniors should e-mail jtrice@
stpkaty.org to let us know
which worship service they
will attend: 8:30 a.m. traditional or 11 a.m. Element.
Students will be invited to
hang a bell on the senior
cross and will be given a
gift from St. Peter’s.
That evening we invite
all seniors and their families to join us for a dinner
at 5 p.m. in the Wesley
Quad. We will have a catered dinner, slide show,
senior predictions, and
more.
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The price has been paid
Dear Friends,
On Easter Sunday afternoon I received a
text message from my bank that was a Fraud
Alert. In fact, someone had used my debit
card information to order almost $100 worth
of Domino’s Pizza. They immediately turned
off my card and I had to pay $15 to get one
overnighted to me. Why do people go to such
lengths to take from others?
Did you hear about the young man who
was walking around a supermarket, and everywhere he went an old man seemed to be
shadowing him? Finally, he went to the checkDr. Pat Sparks, Senior Pastor
out line, but the old man got in line in front of
him.
The old man said, “Excuse me if my staring at you has made you feel
uncomfortable. It’s just that you look like my son who died recently.”
The young man replied, “I’m very sorry. Is there anything I can do for
you?”
“Yes,” the man said, “as I’m leaving the store, can you say, ‘Goodbye,
Dad!’? It would make me feel so much better.” The young man answered:
“Sure!”
Moments later, as the old man was leaving, the young man waved and
said, “Goodbye, Dad!” Then as he stepped up to pay for his groceries, he
saw that his total was $298.
“How can that be?” he asked. “I only purchased a few things!” The clerk
answered, “Your dad said that you were paying for his too!”
As Christians, we have a Heavenly Father who has paid the ultimate price
for us to be invited to His table for a feast. As God’s children, let’s make sure
everyone is aware of that invitation.
Blessings,

Pat
Register now for summer fun for kids

S

ummers at St. Peter’s are packed
with activities for children and
families. This year we have Cooking
With Friends, Sunny Days, Theater
Camp, T Bar M Camp, and Family Vacation Bible School for you to choose
from. We also have Vacation Bible
School, which has a small number of
slots still open. Information on these
programs and registration is available
at stpkaty.org/summer-camps.

Tales from the West
ST. PETER’S WEST CAMPUS

Resurrection
“He is not here; he has risen, just as he
said.” —Matthew 28:6
“Just as he said.”
I love these words. The words point to
one who is completely trustworthy. One who
we can put our complete faith in. One was
raised and is still about the work of resurrection today.
At the West Campus, we had 239 people
celebrate the resurrection with us on Easter.
Alex Zeisig,
It was an amazing day. The Spirit was palpaPastor to the West Campus
ble, the joy contagious. Yes, part of it was the
large turnout. Double the number from the week before, four times the number we saw back
in October, but it was more than just that.
It was resurrection.
I know it was resurrection because
there is not any smile that compares to a
resurrection smile. As I looked at the faces
of our people, I could not help but imagine
that it was that same kind of smile that
showed up on the disciples’ faces when they realized it was all true. When
they experienced new life
and then participated in it!
So, it was resurrection
I saw on the faces of our
St. Peter’s members as
they greeted new people.
It was resurrection I saw
on the faces of our St.
Peter’s members as they
worshiped.
It was resurrection I saw on the faces of our St. Peter’s members as they
took down curtains, put away lights, and pushed boxes back on trailers.
“He is not here; he has risen, just as he said.”

Alex

Open Hearts
Support Group

O

pen Hearts is a support group for families
and friends of LGBT persons. We offer a safe and
affirming setting for those
who desire understanding,
education, and support. We
welcome anyone to be a
part of this group, whether
you need support or can
provide support.
Our next meeting is
April 19 at 7 p.m. in E225.
For more information,
please contact Elaine Saunders at esaunders@stpkaty.org or (281) 492-8031.

Blood Drive
April 29

O

ur next blood drive is
April 29 from 8 a.m.
to 12:30 p.m. in the Scout
House. You can sign up
April 15 or 22 in the Lobby
or by contacting Marsha
Asplin at mea1242@aol.
com. All donors will receive
a T-shirt.

Quarterly statements will be
sent out electronically this
month to those with e-mail
addresses. If you do not already receive church e-mails,
please contact Heather
James at hjames@stpkaty.
org and put E-MAIL UPDATE
as the subject. Those without e-mail will continue to
receive statements by mail.
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What God has accomplished in Jamaica
by Jason Trice, Director of Student Ministry

Paddleboat Cruise.
On April 25 the KEYS will
take a 90-minute cruise on
the Yellowstone Paddleboat. Cost is $25 per person plus lunch at Dido’s
restaurant. Sign up at the
Information Desk in the
Lobby. Contact Cindy McKinney at (281) 782-3801 for
information.
Galveston Railroad Museum. On May 3, the KEYS
will visit the Galveston
Railroad Museum and
enjoy a short train ride on
the “Harborside Express.”
After the museum tour,
you will have time to visit
The Strand for lunch and
shopping. The cost of the
trip is $15 with lunch on
your own. For more information, please contact
Barbara Allen at (281) 3964915. Registration begins
April 15 at the Information
Desk in the Lobby.

Prayer Quilt
Ministry

T

he Prayer Quilt Ministry
invites you to join them
April 11 in E221 from 9 a.m.
to noon. This ministry has
created more than 1,000
quilts to give to those needing comfort. Quilting experience is not required. For
more information, contact
Tereasa Reimer at (281)
468-9367.
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S

ometimes you have to take a look behind
you to see all the incredible work that God
is doing. That was the case for me this year
when we traveled to Jamaica with the class of
2018. For 26 years St. Peter’s has been making
this annual trek with its graduating seniors.
This was a wonderful trip! Here’s why.

The class of 2018 is a family.

It was a joy to watch the students interact
with each other throughout the week. They
laughed a lot, cried a lot, and sweated a lot.
When the work got hard, they encouraged
each other. When a team member got tired,
Jason Trice,
they offered a shoulder to lean on. I was imDirector of Student Ministry
pressed the most by the fact that they never
quit. They woke up early, mixed concrete most of the day, and then played
with the children until they were about to fall over from exhaustion.
One evening as I was watching the students interact, I began to think
back to their first Life Group.
We started Life Groups when
they were freshmen, so this is
the first group that has been
through four years of our student Life Groups. I began to
think about the number of meals
that they had shared, the life experiences they went through together, the leaders who invested
in them weekly and the way that God had bonded their group together in
such an amazing way. It truly was a gift from God to be able to witness them
serve together as a family in Jamaica.

3 years, 5 teams, 1 platform

Three years ago, the former principal at Hampstead Primary School had
a vision of an auditorium in the rear of the school. I thought she was out of
her mind. I thought the project was too large and too expensive.
This year our team completed the first phase of the project. On our
third day of work we filled in the final section of the platform. Throughout
the week our students carried buckets of rocks and wheelbarrows of sand
and spent hours mixing cement. I spent some time thinking back over the
last three years and remembering all the people who helped. Students and
adults had spent several hours digging trenches, laying bricks, mixing cement, and filling a giant hole with buckets of dirt. It took more than a hundred people and thousands of man hours.
A project that once seemed impossible was now complete. The students
have an area where they can hold their morning devotions. They are able
continued on page 5

Jamaica

continued from page 4
to celebrate graduations and hold
school events. They also can begin
to dream about holding special performances and opening it up to the
community. Praise God!

16 trips

This was my final trip with St.
Peter’s. As I look back at all of the
incredible students and adults I
have had the pleasure of traveling
and serving with, I am grateful. The
faces flash through my mind one
after another, and I think of all that
God has accomplished in Jamaica
through the people of St. Peter’s. I
think about:
• The incredible amount of support that the congregation gives
toward each trip we take.
• The thousands of pumpkins
that people have been buying in our
community for years.
• The Vacation Bible School
lessons that impacted children and
helped them to know Jesus.
• The houses that were built
through the generosity of donors.
• The relationships that were
built through sports ministry.
God is so good and he has done
so much through the people of St.
Peter’s and the people of Jamaica.
Thanks for your continued support
of this worthy mission.

Jason

In Our Prayers

ST. PETER’S
ATTENDANCE

PRAYERS

Jim Andrew, Marci Barnes, Jim

March 18
Traditional Worship
8:30
154
9:45
199
11:00
370
The Element
9:45
68
11:00
83
SPLASH
39
West Campus
85
West Campus Students/Kids 28
TOTAL
1,026
March 25
Traditional Worship
8:30
163
9:45
421
11:00
685
The Element
9:45
84
11:00
64
SPLASH
52
West Campus
89
West Campus Students/Kids 31
TOTAL
1,589
March 28
Eggstravaganza
March 29
Holy Thursday
March 30
Good Friday
Seder Meal
April 1 Easter
Traditional Worship
6:30
8:00
9:30
11:00
The Element
9:45
11:00
West Campus
TOTAL

Basham, Richard Bolog, Dennis
Bowling, Gordon Buffington,
David Burrough, Nick Chancey,
Don Davies, Lorkeshia Davis, Bob
Fahrig, Jenifer Franklin, John
Freeman, Delores Gorski, Art
Henderson, Brian Jones, Oscar
Jones, Ann Kelly, Ralph Lovell,
Maybelle Mullen, Ann Nix, Mark
Olson, Kathy Powell, Virginia
Reper, Fay Smith, Rick Smuts,
Teresa Steele, Annabelle Turner,
Sharon Van Huss, Harvey Westbrook, and Bill Wright.
SYMPATHY
To Gerry Smith and family on the
death of his brother.
To Sheri Wong and family on the
death of her father.
PRAYERS
FOR OUR MILITARY
Chris Barnes, Tim and Alison
Batig, John Belsha, Will Brandt,

371

John Buck, Jonathan Burdette,
Sterling Burdette, Skyler Cook,
Austin Foster, Westley Freeze,

232

James Gilbert, Tyler J. Gorcie,
Dylan Greismeyer, Stinson
Hamilton, Stephen Travis Hard-

125
200

ing, Adam Higdon, Tyler Konrad, Mike Linn, Blake Nunes,
Cameron Nunes, Ryan O’Quinn,
Melissa Ouellette, Matthew
Platz, Noah Platz, Shawn Platz,

162
352
1,069
764
200
170
239
2,956

Hamilton Rencurrel, Jack Ritchie,
Don Rolleg, Ben Saunders, Jacob
Shinkle, John Simmons, Justin Simon, Theo Speas, Jason Steele,
Kyle Taylor, and Jasen Wilson.
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Financial report through February 2018
Operating Activity

Food Drive. We will have a
food drive for the St. Vincent de Paul Society Sunday, April 22, from 8 a.m. to
noon in the Lobby. We will
be collecting canned and
nonperishable food items
(especially peanut butter,
jelly, and whole grain cereals that children would like)
and personal hygiene items
for adult or baby needs.
Please check expiration
dates, because out-of-date
food cannot be distributed.
St. Vincent de Paul provides
food to our neighbors in
need.

Projected Giving for 2018 – $3,120,000
Actual Giving through February 2018 – $550,763
2017 Apportionments – Paid $4,880 of $326,261

Capital Campaign
Starting Loan Balance – $4,322,712
Loan Balance at the End of Feb. 2018 – $3,151,247
Remaining Pledge Balance at the End of Feb. 2018 – $1,298,540
Remaining Opportunity to Give – $1,852,707

Easter Eggstravaganza

Youth Choir
invites new
members

S

tudents in sixth through
12th grades are invited
to join the Youth Choir. We
sing at the 8:30 a.m. service
and rehearse from 3–4:30
p.m. on Sundays. Incoming
sixth-graders are invited to
join beginning June 10. Contact David Galasso for more
information at dgalasso@
stpkaty.org.

Katy Color Run
April 7, 7:45 a.m.
Kingsland Baptist
Come support our teams!
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Summer mission opportunities for students

W

e are offering two mission summer camps for junior and senior high
students. U.M. ARMY, June 10–16, is for high school students and
will be in Bryan/College Station this year. Students will perform repairs and
maintenance to area homes. Junior high students can participate in Camp
Connect, June 25–29. They will provide Vacation Bible School for children
in a Houston-area apartment complex. Register for either camp at stpkaty.
org/student-ministry. The deadline is May 13. For information, contact Jason
Trice at jtrice@stpkaty.org.

Daily
Bible
Reading
April 9 – 15
MONDAY
Jeremiah 32:6-15
TUESDAY
2 Peter 1:16-21
The KEYS senior adult group recently toured greenhouses as part of a visit to the Brookwood Community, a residence for functionally disabled adults in Brookshire.

WEDNESDAY
Jeremiah 29:4-14
THURSDAY
Acts 4:32-35
FRIDAY
Psalm 133
SATURDAY
1 John 1:1-22
SUNDAY
John 20:19-31
April 16 – 22
MONDAY
Deuteronomy 6:1-8
TUESDAY
1 Timothy 6:11-16
WEDNESDAY

Members from the Seekers Sunday School class helped the non-profit “Neighbors in Action” provide their annual Easter Party for families who live in the Port of Houston area.

Amos 5:18-24
THURSDAY
Acts 3:12-19
FRIDAY

You can help families recovering from Harvey

A

s families begin the process of returning to homes that were flooded
during Hurricane Harvey or begin moving into new housing, many are
still dealing with the stress and upheaval of the storm and its aftermath. St.
Peter’s wants to do everything we can to alleviate some of this stress. We
are looking for volunteers to help provide meals to these families. Please
contact Whitney Peper at wpeper@stpkaty.org if you would like to help.

Psalm 4
SATURDAY
1 John 3:1-7
SUNDAY
Luke 24:35-49

Wednesday Nights include food, fellowship

J

oin us for Wednesday Night Fellowship, our weekly potluck dinner, from
5:30–6:30 p.m. in Asbury Hall. You are encouraged to attend one of our
small groups starting at 6:30. However, please join us for food and fellowship even if you do not attend a class or can’t bring food.
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St. Peter’s
United Methodist Church
20775 Kingsland Blvd.
Katy, Texas 77450

S u nday
Worship
(Oct.
8 only)
8:30 a.m.

Traditional Worship
9:00 Holy
a.m.Communion
with
Combined Traditional, The
9:45 a.m.
Element, and West Campus
Traditional Worship
Worship in the Sanctuary
The Element
Contemporary
Worship
11:00 a.m.
Combined
Traditional,
The
Sunday School
for All Ages
Element, and West Campus
10:30 a.m.
Worship in the Sanctuary
St. Peter’s West Campus
at Cinco Ranch High School
Sunday School for ages 2
11:00
a.m.
to
5 only
at 9:00 a.m. and
Traditional Worship
11:00 a.m. 			
The Element
Contemporary
Worshipfor
The
Nursery is available
children younger than 2.
SPLASH Children’s Worship
Sunday School for Adults

St. Peter’s Events Calendar
Sunday, April 8
12:15 p.m.
5:00 p.m.
Tuesday, April 10
1:00 p.m.
7:00 p.m.
Wednesday, April 11
9:00 a.m.
9:30 a.m.
10:00 a.m.
5:30 p.m.
6:30 p.m.
7:00 p.m.
Thursday, April 12
10:00 a.m.
Sunday, April 15
4:00 p.m.
Monday, April 16
1:30 p.m.
6:00 p.m.
7:00 p.m.
Wednesday, April 18
5:30 p.m.
6:30 p.m.
Thursday, April 19
7:00 p.m.

Parent Seminars

Pizza With the Pastors
Safe Sanctuary Training
Courage Worship Service

E106
Asbury East
Asbury Hall

KEYS Council
Women of Joy

E225
S203

Prayer Quilt Ministry
Human Trafficking Phone Bank
UMW Board Meeting
Wednesday Night Potluck
Wednesday Nights at St. Peter’s
KIDS JAM Musical at IMPACT

E221
E225
E106
Asbury Hall

Brown Bag Bridge

E106

Women’s Cancer Support Group
Parent Seminar

S205
Asbury Hall

Alzheimer’s Support Group
Adoption Support Group
Trustees

S209
E225
Conference Room

Wednesday Night Potluck
Wednesday Nights at St. Peter’s

Asbury Hall

Finance Committee
Open Hearts Support Group

Conference Room
E225

Sanctuary

Detailed weekly calendars of St. Peter’s events are available on our website.

P

arenting children and teens
can be filled with challenges
and situations that leave parents wondering if they have the
right words or resources. To
help, we are offering quarterly
Parent Seminars beginning
April 15 in Asbury Hall.
In this seminar, we will
discuss “Navigating Social
Media and Technology” from
4 to 5 p.m. and “Bullying and
Inclusiveness” from 5 to 6 p.m.
There is no charge, and child
care is provided on a first-come,
first-served basis. To register,
go to stpkaty.org/events. For
more information, please contact Whitney Peper at wpeper@stpkaty.org.

