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Town Hall
Meeting

Make plans to attend our
next quarterly Town Hall

Meeting May 20 at 6:30 p.m.
in the Sanctuary.

CrawDiggity Dog
Fest
Join us for an afternoon of
crawfish and the fixings (or
hot dogs) this Sunday, May
20, at noon in the Wesley
Student Center.

CWOW day allows camp to open on time

V

olunteers spent a hot
Saturday helping the
YMCA get their Camp Cinco
ready for summer campers. Hurricane Harvey had
devastated the facility, and
YMCA officials were not sure
the camp would be ready
for the 300 children who
attend camp each day in the
summer. But thanks to St.
Peter’s and other churches
and organizations that have
worked on the camp, they are ready for the summer.
Sixty St. Peter’s volunteers spread mulch; cleaned out structures;
replaced hardware; rehabbed benches, picnic tables, and walls; painted
countless fences, play structures, and rails; rebuilt six archery stands;
dug up and reset volleyball and tetherball posts; moved benches and
picnic tables back to their locations; cleared brush; painted backpack
racks; painted a pirate boat play area; washed playground equipment;
painted pavilion poles; poured concrete; cleared debris; filled in holes;
and rewrapped the lines of the ropes course.
Thanks to everyone who participated in our Church Without Walls
day and made it possible for children to enjoy camp this summer.

20775 Kingsland Blvd., Katy, Texas 77450
(281) 492-8031
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Town Hall
meeting May 20

O

ur quarterly Town
Hall meeting will be
on Sunday, May 20, at
6:30 p.m. in the Sanctuary. We will give an update
on our worship, Sunday
School, and Life Group
attendance, our financial
position for the budget
and the capital campaign,
and share the Trustees’ list
of needs for the Kingsland
Campus. We will provide
an update on what is
happening in the United
Methodist Church as we
head toward the 2019
Called General Conference.
Finally, we will have some
time to answer any questions members may have.

Called General Conference discussion
Dear Friends,
This Sunday afternoon at 6:30 p.m. in the
Sanctuary, we will have our quarterly Town
Hall meeting. The main subject for this Town
Hall is the upcoming 2019 Called General Conference of the United Methodist Church. The
subject for the Called General Conference is
Human Sexuality.
I have asked Morris Matthis, a General
Conference delegate from our Annual Conference, to join me for this discussion. We will
be discussing the work of The Way Forward
Dr. Pat Sparks, Senior Pastor
Commission and the three options that they
provided to help the Council of Bishops. We
will talk about the option endorsed by the Council of Bishops. Then we will
answer any questions that are raised by those in attendance.
We will also give a financial update and answer any other questions
about the state of St. Peter’s. I hope you will be present for this important
conversation.
Blessings,

Pat

CrawDiggity
Dog Fest

C

ome get your crawfish
fix and spend time with
your St. Peter’s family at
our church-wide CrawDiggity Dog Fest May 20 at
noon in the Wesley Student Center. You can enjoy
crawfish, corn, and potatoes prepared by Scott
Murphy of Rock-n-Roux
Crawfish. We also will have
hot dogs available for our
non-tail-pinching friends.
Cost is $10 per person.
Children 8 and younger eat
for free. Register at stpkaty.org.
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The Grace Notes women’s performing group is wrapping up another season of sharing
music with the St. Peter’s congregation and with the community at retirement homes, Alzheimer’s and nursing facilities, and various events. Rehearsals will begin again on Aug.
14 at 9:30 a.m. in E106. They welcome singers, instrumentalists, and dancers to join them
in this music ministry. For more information, contact Gail Shipley at gshipnote@live.com.

Tales from the West

Church Council
Meeting
Tuesday, May 22
7 p.m., E106

ST. PETER’S WEST CAMPUS

All church members are
welcome to attend.

Mothers, cancer and letters

M

other’s Day was last Sunday. It is a great
day in the life of the church when we celebrate the mothers of our congregation who
do so much for their families and our church.
However, there is the reality that Mother’s
Day is not always the easiest of days either.
As a church, we always want to have space
for abundant joy, but also for sorrow and loss.
For those who are celebrating a Mother’s Day
after the loss of their mother, for those trying
so hard to become mothers, for those who
Alex Zeisig,
never knew their mothers.
Pastor to the West Campus
At St. Peter’s we strive to create spaces
for joy and sorrow, embracing people where they are. I know this because I
was the recipient of this created space.
My mother, Joan, was recently diagnosed with stage one breast cancer.
My family has been on a journey of trying to support this woman who has
always been the strongest pillar of support for us. I got the phone call on
a Thursday that a lump was found and that Mom would be going in for a
biopsy the next Monday.
Waiting is the worst, especially waiting
that is rooted in fear. We waited while Mom
went back for the biopsy. Then she came
out and they said it went well and we would
know on Thursday. More waiting. Thursday
came and they did not have the results yet;
we needed to call back the next day. More
waiting.
Then on Friday: cancer.
Thankfully Mom caught it early. It was
stage one breast cancer. They believed
they could go in and do a lumpectomy. That
surgery was scheduled for a Monday. We
Waiting
all gathered that morning in the waiting
room: Dad, my oldest brother, three of my aunts, and my uncle all waiting
together. The surgery went well, the margins were clear! But as we know,
these things are almost never as simple as we want. A week later it came
back that the rest of the tissue was pre-cancerous. Mom would have to go
back in for a mastectomy. Again, the family gathered, waiting in a room
continued on page 5

Adoption
Support Group

T

his month the Adoption
Support Group will focus
on the family dynamics of
adoption. Our discussion
will include introducing
the topic to your immediate families, how to help
siblings adjust to foster and
adoptive children, and how
to navigate the various ups
and downs that come with
adoption. This will be a time
of open discussion and sharing how things have worked
or haven’t.
So whether you are just
starting the adoption process, in the middle, or have
completed the process, you
are welcome to attend.
We will meet May 21 at
6 p.m. in E225. Childcare
is available if needed. For
more information, contact
Whitney Peper at wpeper@
stpkaty.org.
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Training our leaders
by C.J. Stachurski, Director of Leadership Development

Flight Museum. The KEYS
will visit the Lone Star
Flight Museum at Ellington
Field on June 5. The bus
will leave St. Peter’s parking lot at 8:15 a.m. Cost is
$15 plus lunch at Bubba
Gump Restaurant on the
Kemah Boardwalk. We
will tour two huge hangers with vintage aircraft
plus the Texas Aviation
Heritage Gallery, which
is a chronological walk
through the history of
aviation in Texas. Sign up
at the Information Desk in
the Lobby.
Brown Bag Bridge. Winners for last month were
Scott DeWitz, high, and
Martha McKitterick, second high. Our next play
date is June 14 at 10 a.m. in
E106. Please bring a lunch
and join us.

Alzheimer’s
Support Group

T

he Alzheimer’s Support
Group will meet May
21 at 1:30 p.m. in S209 for
a time of caring and sharing. For more information,
contact Beverly Deerhake
at (281) 372-8389.
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I

get a lot of questions about my role as the
Director of Leadership Development at St.
Peter’s, so I want to take this opportunity to
quickly bring clarity to my role on staff and
share some exciting things taking place at St.
Peter’s.
The three primary areas of responsibility in
my role as the Director of Leadership Development are staff development, lay leader development, and connecting new members with a
spiritual development plan.
I’ve spent the majority of my time develC.J. Stachurski
oping staff trainings, ranging from triangulaDirector of Leadership
Development
tion to active shooter training, and meeting
with staff members one on one. During these meetings, we talk through
how they are doing and strategize how to overcome barriers to achieving
goals. Next on my “to do” list is setting up a system to meet with every new
member to help connect them to a Grow Group (Bible Study, Life Group or
Sunday School) and invite that individual or family to serve in an area for
which they have a passion. Directly underneath that is the development of
larger trainings for lay leaders in different capacities.
I have been developing the second and third areas while also temporarily stepping in to help fill a gap in discipleship and evangelism until our new
associate pastor Parker Zimmerman arrives. The Evangelism and Discipleship Team has created a class schedule in line with the Discipleship Pathway
for this fall targeted at all levels of biblical knowledge, theological understanding, and life application.
One of the classes I am most excited about is “Methodism 101,” which
will help us understand Methodist history, polity, and theology. We have a
rock star team of three experts who will teach “Methodism 101.” So even if
you feel like a Methodism expert, these teachers will have something new
to share with you. For now, the teachers will remain nameless, otherwise
I fear we would have a riot on our hands due to the overwhelming excitement about this class. Watch for announcements about “Methodism 101,”
and make sure you sign up.
A personal passion of mine is the development of college students,
which is why I am thrilled that this job allows me the opportunity to help
shape our internship program through the selection process, education
components, evaluations, and supervision. We have four interns who will be
serving St. Peter’s this summer.
I am excited for the life-changing experiences that lie ahead for all of us.
Grace and Peace,

C.J.

Mothers continued from page 3
together, praying for this woman, this mother, who means so much to us. It
was the Thursday before Mother’s Day.
A positive part of this situation for me was going in and talking to Mom
about the surgery and how she felt such peace because she knew people
were praying for her. St. Peter’s Care Team had been sending her letters:
notes of encouragement and prayers for her surgery, her cancer, her waiting.
With a smile of peace, she beamed with thankfulness for the letters she
received, “Alex, one has come every day; every day I have gotten one in the
mail. They are the nicest letters. The kindest prayers. Tell them thank you;
tell them thank you.”
So, thank you, church. Thank you for caring for my mother. The waiting
is the worst, but it is also where God’s people gather. To wait together, so
no one waits alone. Thank you.
The surgery went well and Mom is home recovering. She will know
more about her treatment plan next week. If you would like to send her a
note of encouragement, please contact me at azeisig@stpkaty.org. for her

Alex

Preschool openings available for 2018-2019

T

he Early Childhood Development Center has openings for 3- and 4-yearolds in some of the Monday/Wednesday classes. For more information,
please contact the preschool office at (281) 492-0623 or ecdc.office@stpkaty.org.

Welcome to our new members
J. Richard “Nippy” and Frances Blair

ST. PETER’S ATTENDANCE
May 6
Traditional Worship
8:30
9:45
11:00
The Element
9:45
11:00
SPLASH
West Campus
West Campus Kids
TOTAL

216
246
319
68
91
53
79
23
1,122

May 13
Traditional Worship
8:30
190
9:45
119
11:00
319
The Element
9:45
80
11:00
97
SPLASH
47
West Campus
102
West Campus Students/Kids 45
Courage Service
35
TOTAL
1,034

In Our Prayers

PRAYERS
Marci Barnes, Jim Basham, Dennis Bowling, Sharon Brown, Gordon Buffington, David Burrough,
Nick Chancey, Don Davies,
Lorkeshia Davis, Jenifer Franklin,
John Freeman, Dennis Gane,
Delores Gorski, Art Henderson,
Brian Jones, Oscar Jones, Ann
Kelly, Ralph Lovell, Maybelle
Mullen, Ann Nix, Mark Olson,
Kathy Powell, Virginia Reper,
Michael Ritchie, Fay Smith,
Teresa Steele, David Steere,
Faith Swiger, Annabelle Turner,
Sharon Van Huss, Joe Waterman,
Harvey Westbrook, Frank Womack, and Bill Wright.
JOY
To Justin and Aimee Ingvoldstad
on the birth of their son Jace.
SYMPATHY
To Joanie and Cameron Andrew
and family on the death of their
husband and father, Jim Andrew.
To Traci Burrus and family on
death of her mother, Jan Beach.
To Carolyn Gane and family on
the death of her father.
To Kim Lawson and family on the
death of her father.
To Gary Wacker and family on
the death of his brother.
PRAYERS
FOR OUR MILITARY
Clayton Barnes, Tim and Alison
Batig, John Belsha, Will Brandt,
John Buck, Jonathan Burdette,
Sterling Burdette, Skyler Cook,
Austin Foster, Westley Freeze,
James Gilbert, Tyler J. Gorcie,
Dylan Greismeyer, Stinson
Hamilton, Stephen Travis Harding, Adam Higdon, Tyler Konrad, Mike Linn, Blake Nunes,
Cameron Nunes, Ryan O’Quinn,
Melissa Ouellette, Matthew
Platz, Noah Platz, Shawn Platz,
Hamilton Rencurrel, Jack Ritchie,
Don Rolleg, Ben Saunders, Jacob
Shinkle, John Simmons, Justin Simon, Theo Speas, Jason Steele,
Kyle Taylor, and Jasen Wilson.
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Help feed
students at
U.M. ARMY

Financial report through April 2018
Operating Activity

Y

ou can support U.M.
ARMY this year by visiting the food ladder in the
Lobby and taking a tag to
donate food for our group.
You also can donate a gift
card to Walmart by dropping it off at the church
office. Please return your
food donation to the ladder by June 3. U.M. ARMY
is our annual mission outreach to individuals in need
of home repair assistance.
This year we will be going
to College Station.

The Gospel
of Mark

I

f you were commissioned
by God to send words of
hope to Christians facing
persecution, what would
you write? The first gospel
written, Mark, is full of the
passion of his mentor Peter
and the urgency of Paul.
The Abide Sunday School
Class, which meets at 11
a.m. in S201, is doing a 12week study of the gospel of
Mark. Please join us for our
in-depth study of Jesus’ life
through this gospel.

Projected Giving for 2018 – $3,120,000
Actual Giving through April 2018 – $1,076,822
Expenses through April – $969,449
2017 Apportionments – Paid $50,821 of $326,261

Capital Campaign
Starting Loan Balance – $4,322,712
Loan Balance at the End of April 2018 – $3,051,009
Remaining Pledge Balance at the End of April 2018 – $1,211,599
Remaining Opportunity to Give – $1,839,410

Volunteers make Sanctuary ready for Sunday

C

an you give an hour of your time every other week to help make sure our
Sanctuary pews are stocked with attendance pads, offering envelopes,
and other items? Our volunteer teams meet at 9 a.m. on Monday mornings
to get the Sanctuary in shape for the next Sunday. If you can serve St. Peter’s in this way, contact Virginia Goff at virginiagoff75@gmail.com.

Greeters provide a welcoming presence

C

onnecting the world with God’s love begins as soon as someone walks
onto our campus. Will you consider joining the Greeter Team to offer a
smile and assistance to first-time guests? Making them feel welcome is the
first step in sharing God’s love. Greeters volunteer for 20 minutes one Sunday a month and attend three or four team meetings each year. Training is
provided. Contact Sheryl Ray at ray77sh@gmail.com to sign up or for more
information.

Bringing communion to the homebound

Y
6

ou are invited to participate in a new ministry team being formed to
serve communion to people in their homes or care centers. Members
of this team will be trained laypersons who will distribute the consecrated
bread and cup to sick or homebound persons as soon as feasible following
a service of Word and Table as an extension of that service. Training will be
held May 24 at 6 p.m. in S101. If you or someone you love would like to be
contacted to receive homebound communion or if you would like to sign up
for our upcoming training, contact Rev. Kim Poer at kmpoer@stpkaty.org.

Seeing God at work through Stephen Ministry

S

tephen Ministers are lay people who are trained to offer one-to-one
Christian care to individuals who are struggling with some of life’s most
difficult issues. The Stephen Ministers meet with their care receivers one
hour a week to listen, care, encourage, pray, and provide emotional and
spiritual support.
Holly Couch, one of St. Peter’s Stephen Ministers, said she saw how
God used her to bring healing and hope into her care receivers’ lives. “I was
privileged to see how God accomplished everyday miracles in their lives,”
she said. “God is alive and active in our world today—as a Stephen Minister I
have seen it firsthand.”
Serving as a Stephen Minister and spending time with a care receiver is
a way to grow spiritually. Beth Kleiber said, “Little by little each week I see
God lift them into a new place. I see God answering the prayers for healing
and bringing peace and joy back to them. Because I have seen God help my
care receivers, my faith has grown stronger. I feel closer to God. I am part of
God’s healing process and that feels very rewarding.
Nancy Taylor felt a call to help people going through difficult times, but
wasn’t sure if she was equipped to do that. “The training to become a Stephen Minister fully equipped me to help others, and it significantly improved
the way I interact with my family and loved ones,” she said. “I have seen
God’s presence in each of my caring relationships and understand more
clearly how deeply God loves each and every one of us. I cannot recommend
Stephen Ministry highly enough!”
If you feel called to reach out to those who are hurting, please attend an
information meeting on Stephen Ministry May 22 at 6:30 p.m. in S101. Additional information can be found at stephenministries.org or you can contact
Holly Couch at HollyCouch2010@gmail.com.

Musicians needed for bluegrass group

T

he Doctrine of Bluegrass group is looking for new musical talent. Practices are Mondays from 7–8 p.m. in S101. If can you flatpick a guitar or
play a fiddle, banjo, mandolin, standup bass, or other bluegrass instrument
on slightly better than a beginner basis and want to join us, contact Frank
Mitchum at (832) 845-0119 or Lael Portwood at (281) 961-4143.

Daily
Bible
Reading
May 21 – 27
MONDAY
Genesis 2:1-9
TUESDAY
Ezekiel 37:1-14
WEDNESDAY
Joel 2:18-29
THURSDAY
Acts 2:1-21
FRIDAY
Psalm 104:24-34, 35b
SATURDAY
Romans 8:22-27
SUNDAY
John 15:26-27, 16:4b-15
May 28 – June 3
MONDAY
Leviticus 19:1-18
TUESDAY
Colossians 2:6-15
WEDNESDAY
Isaiah 58:6-14
THURSDAY
Isaiah 6:1-8
FRIDAY
Psalm 29
SATURDAY
Romans 8:12-17
SUNDAY
John 3:1-17

Baby Bottle Blessings

T

he Pregnancy Help Center of West Houston provides mentoring and
support for parents facing a crisis pregnancy. Services also include parenting classes, adoption education, post-abortion healing classes, and the
opportunity for parents to earn credit toward baby items, furniture, and
clothing. Through the 2017 Baby Bottle Blessings campaign, we exceeded
our goal of $1,000 by raising $2,668.30. This year our goal is $3,000. Pick up
a bottle in the Lobby and fill it with change, cash, or a check. Return you
filled bottle to the tub located in the Lobby on Father’s Day, June 17.
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St. Peter’s
United Methodist Church
20775 Kingsland Blvd.
Katy, Texas 77450

S u nday
Worship
(Oct.
8 only)
8:30 a.m.

Traditional Worship
9:00 Holy
a.m.Communion
with
Combined Traditional, The
9:45 a.m.
Element, and West Campus
Traditional Worship
Worship in the Sanctuary
The Element
Contemporary
Worship
11:00 a.m.
Combined
Traditional,
The
Sunday School
for All Ages
Element, and West Campus
10:30 a.m.
Worship in the Sanctuary
St. Peter’s West Campus
at Cinco Ranch High School
Sunday School for ages 2
11:00
a.m.
to
5 only
at 9:00 a.m. and
Traditional Worship
11:00 a.m. 			
The Element
Contemporary
Worshipfor
The
Nursery is available
children younger than 2.
SPLASH Children’s Worship
Sunday School for Adults

St. Peter’s Events Calendar
Sunday, May 20
12:00 p.m.
4:00 p.m.
6:30 p.m.
Monday, May 21
1:30 p.m.
6:00 p.m.
7:00 p.m.
Tuesday, May 22
6:30 p.m.
7:00 p.m.

Crawdiggity Dog Fest
Women’s Cancer Support
Town Hall Meeting

Wesley
S205
Sanctuary

Alzheimer’s Support Group
Adoption Support Group
Trustees
Missions Committee

S209
E225
Conference Room
Asbury West

Stephen Ministry Information
Church Council
Women of Joy

S101
E106
S203

Wednesday, May 23
10:00 a.m.
The Gathering
Thursday, May 24
6:00 p.m.
Homebound Communion Training
Friday, May 25
6:00 p.m.
Friday Night Friends
Sunday, May 27
5:00 p.m.
Courage Worship Service
Monday, May 28
Memorial Day, Church Office Closed

Asbury Hall
S101
E221
Asbury Hall

Detailed weekly calendars of St. Peter’s events are available on our website.

The Giving Tree

T

he Giving Tree for Vacation
Bible School is in the Lobby,
and there are still lots of tags
left on it. The tags are for items
we are asking to be donated for
VBS.
If you can donate some of
these items, please take a tag
and then bring the items with
the tag attached to the VBS
bins located around the church
by June 3.

