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THIS ISSUE:
Charge Conference
We will come together as a 

church on Dec. 2 to celebrate 

how God has been working 

through St. Peter’s this year. 

 

Confirmation
Class

You can register now at 

stpkaty.org for our next 

confirmation class for 

sixth-graders that 

begins Jan. 23.

20775 Kingsland Blvd., Katy, Texas 77450
    (281) 492-8031       stpkaty.org

Nov. 29 – Family Advent Night, 6:30–8 p.m.
Dec. 1 – Breakfast with Santa, 8–10 a.m.
Dec. 1 – Treasures in the Attic, 9 a.m.–12 p.m.
Dec. 2 – Messiah Singalong, 7 p.m.
Dec. 7 – Carols on the Green at LaCenterra, 6 p.m.
Dec. 9 – Youth Choir Concert, 9:45 and 11 a.m.
Dec. 9 – KIDS JAM Christmas Musical, 3 p.m.
Dec. 9 – Road to Bethlehem, 4–6 p.m.
Dec. 16 – Chancel Choir, Orchestra, and Handbells Concert, 9:45 and 11 a.m.
Dec. 17 – Night of Hope, 7 p.m.
Dec. 23 – Jingle Jam Family Christmas Service, 4 p.m.
Dec. 24 – Courage Christmas Eve Service, 3 p.m.
Dec. 24 – Traditional Christmas Eve Services; 5, 7, 9, 11 p.m.
Dec. 24 – The Element Christmas Eve Services; 5:30, 7:30 p.m.
Dec. 24 – West Campus Christmas Eve Service, 5 p.m.

Advent at St. Peter’s is a time for you to worship, enjoy special music, 
participate in activities as a family, and anticipate and celebrate the 

birth of Jesus. Please make plans to gather with your St. Peter’s family 
this month.



Dear Friends,
One of my preacher friends sent this 

article to me. It’s by Sean Dietrich. I hope you 
enjoy it as much as I did.

It’s a nice day for driving. I am on my way 
to attend a Baptist church in country. There 
are fourteen members in this church. Eleven of 
them have white hair.

I arrive. They weren’t kidding when they 
called this place “small.” It’s a thirty-five-foot 
long room with mildewed ceilings, a piano, and 
rugs over the linoleum floor. I am the second 
one here this afternoon. The preacher, Brother 
Will, got here an hour before me to turn on the 
window-unit air conditioner for service. 

This church is part of the rural quiltwork that is America. Simple, plain. This is 
a place our people gather to sing songs they’ve been singing since the invention 
of mud. Hymns about enduring. Melodies about hard times. About believing.

Brother Will is sitting on the front pew, alone. Legs crossed, arm slung over 
the back. He is staring at the ceiling. The sun is setting through the windows.

He doesn’t hear me come in because he is hard of hearing at this stage in 
his life. We shake hands. He is tranquil. His face is lined with smile marks. His 
hair is salt and pepper. I sit beside him.

“I knew a woman, once,” he says. “A good woman.”
He is not speaking to me in the preacher-voice of a clergyman. Preachers of 

my childhood used tones of voice that Harvard professors might use. But this 
man is not like that. He is talking with me, not above me. 

“She was a good woman,” he goes on. “She had two kids, one of them was 
really sick. Her husband didn’t make much money, worked at the mill.”

The woman took in wash to pay family bills, keep cupboards filled, and pay 
doctor bills.

“But her husband cheated on her,” says Brother Will. “It was awful. The 
man left her. She was alone with her two kids, and nobody never saw that man 
again.”

He removes his glasses, and pinches the bridge of his nose.
“A local family,” he says, “took this woman and her children in. They lived 

in one room.”
Her sickly son finally died from illness. And it was a black day. The casket 

was four-foot long. The woman’s ex-husband never showed for his own son’s 
funeral.

“A few weeks later,” he goes on. “As if her life couldn’t get any worse, that 
poor young woman found out she had cancer in her breasts.”

It weakened her. It almost killed her. But it didn’t.
He tells the story like it happened yesterday. “She was so strong,” he says. 

“It was like she never had cruddy days. Every morning she’d have this large 
smile on her face, and tell people how grateful she was to be alive, and how 
wonderful this world was. And I would think: ‘How can this woman believe 
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A lasting legacy

continued on page 4

Dr. Pat Sparks, Senior Pastor

St. Peter’s is partnering 
with other churches 

to provide Thanksgiving 
meals to those in need 
throughout the Katy area 
through the Katy Thanks-
giving Feast. 

This year, St. Peter’s 
has been asked to sup-
ply the dressing/stuffing. 
Please pick up a pan and 
instructions in the Lobby 
Nov. 18. We also will be 
collecting coats/jackets 
(new please), nonperish-
able food items (canned 
goods, rice, beans), blan-
kets, and diapers in the 
Lobby. And we are asked 
as a church to donate 
three large cases of bot-
tled water. 

Items can be dropped 
off in the Lobby in the 
bins marked Thanksgiving 
Feast. 

Thanksgiving 
Feast

Get your picture taken 
with Santa Claus 

and enjoy breakfast and 
North Pole fun as a family 
at Breakfast With Santa 
Saturday, Dec. 1, from 8–10 
a.m. in Lott Hall.



Advent is almost here! I am so excited to 
share with you an upcoming event. St. Pe-

ter’s Music Ministry (traditional and contem-
porary) will be hosting Carols on the Green at 
La Ceneterra on Dec. 7 from 6 to 8 p.m. It will 
be held in the green space with the stage (the 
area behind Peli Peil and Fish Cty Gril across 
from Torchy’s). 

We’ll be singing all of the classic carols and 
putting our own twist on a few others as well!  
The evening will be fun for the whole family, 
so bring your kids, grandparents, aunts, uncles, 
cousins, distant relatives, the neighbor you’ve 
always needed an excuse to meet, Scrooge, Tiny Tim ... and anyone else you 
can think of! As you can tell, I am super-excited about this event and think it 
will be a great time for our church and community. Put it on your calendar, 
break out the song book, and come ready to sing. See you there!
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Church Council
Meeting

Tuesday, Nov. 27
 7 p.m., E106

All church members are 
welcome to attend.

Alex Zeisig, 
Pastor to the West Campus

Carols on the Green  

Alex

ST. PETER’S WEST CAMPUS

Tales from the West

St. Peter’s is looking for a 
person who is passion-

ate about early childhood 
education to fill the role of 
Director of our Early Child-
hood Development Center. 

The Director hires, 
trains, and maintains school 
staff; partners with families 
to provide the best educa-
tion for their children; and 
expands the school’s pres-
ence in the community. 

Applicants should have 
a degree in early childhood 
education, child develop-
ment, elementary educa-
tion or early childhood 
special education and at 
least five years of early 
childhood classroom ex-
perience, as well as strong 
administrative and leader-
ship experience. They also 
must meet Texas Licensing 
Director and NAEYC Admin-
istrator requirements. 

For a complete list of 
qualifications and to submit 
your resume, please e-mail 
Ann Nix at anix@stpkaty.
org.

St. Peter’s hiring
ECDC Director

We honored our veterans on Nov. 11 in the traditional worship services with a procession 
by representatives of the branches of the military as the Chancel Choir and Orchestra 
performed the “Armed Forces Salute.” 
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Legacy continued from page 2

Brown Bag Bridge. Our 
winners for October were 
Nell Gilbert, high, and Bar-
bara Young, second high. 
Please join us for our next 
play date on Dec. 13 at 10 
a.m. in E106.

All families are invited to Family Advent 
Night on Nov. 29 from 6:30–8 p.m. in 

Asbury Hall. Your family will get to work to-
gether to create a “Names of Jesus” Advent 
banner, your own Advent wreath, and other 
activities designed to help you celebrate the 
joyful season of Advent. We also will decorate 
Christmas cookies and have hot chocolate. 

At the end of the night your family will get 
to take your box of activities home and also 
take a box to a family you know so they too 

can celebrate the season of Advent. For more information, please contact 
Whitney Peper at wpeper@stpkaty.org. 

that? How?’ ”
Doctors operated, but sickness whittled her down to eighty-nine pounds. 

One night, her youngest child cried beside his mother’s bed, waiting for the 
worst, waiting to lose his last family member. 

The preacher smiles. His blue eyes are sharp and clear. He snaps his fingers. 
“And just like that, something happened to that woman.”

Just like that. She started gaining weight. Her strength returned. Nobody 
could explain her recovery. Soon, she was back to herself. She got a job in 
town, and she earned enough to buy a home, a car, and put one son through 
college. 

He stares at the altar again. He is a direct man, and he doesn’t mince words.
“If it weren’t for her,” the preacher says. “And all she went through, I’m 

gonna tell you the truth, I might have lost my belief in ...”
This is all he says. Because he’s already said enough.
Service begins. People start entering the doors. Nine members are in at-

tendance this evening. There is an elderly woman on the front row. She is very, 
very old, in a wheelchair, wearing a pink skirt suit. Her smile is enough to light 
up Montgomery.

The preacher delivers a short sermon in the old style. The style I grew up 
on. This is the kind of sermonizing that reminds me of church socials, covered-
dish suppers, and itty-bitty congregations. 

After service, the preacher introduces me to the old woman. Someone 
rolls her wheelchair toward me.

“This is the woman I was telling you about,” says Brother Will.
We shake hands.
“Pleased to meet you, ma’am,” I say.
The woman mumbles something I can’t understand.
Brother Will smiles. He kisses the ancient woman on the cheek.
“Say hello to my mama,” he says.
This is a story about a lasting legacy. Let us aspire to do the same!

Blessings,

Pat

Treasures in the Attic is 
Dec. 1 from 9 a.m.–12 

p.m. in the Wesley Student 
Center. This is an opportu-
nity for kids to “shop” for 
gifts for their parents and 
siblings. 

We are collecting dona-
tions of used “treasures” a 
mom, dad, or sibling might 
like, such as key chains, 
jewelry, purses, wallets, 
golf items, holiday gifts, 
candles, and kids’ gifts. We 
also are accepting dona-
tions of wrapping supplies. 

Proceeds will go to 
Raising Up Families, which 
works with families at risk 
of homelessness. Dona-
tions can be dropped off 
in the bins in the Lobby 
through Dec. 1. 
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PRAYERS
Marci Barnes, Jim Basham, Den-
nis Bowling, Jim Brock, Sharon 
Brown, David Burrough, Nancy 
Calderone, Lorkeshia Davis, 
Jenifer Franklin, John Freeman, 
Delores Gorski, Art Henderson, 
Brian Jones, Oscar Jones, Ann 
Kelly, Ralph Lovell, Carol Matkin, 
Maybelle Mullen, Gwynne Nel-
son, Kathy Powell, Carey Reid, 
Virginia Reper, Judy Scearce, 
Fay Smith, Leslie Smuts, Barbara 
Thoen, Annabelle Turner, Sharon 
Van Huss, Harvey Westbrook, 
Frank Womack, and Bill Wright. 

JOY 
To Scott and Nicole Murphy on 
the birth of their daughter June 
Marie.
To James and Dana Sitton on the 
birth of their daughter Haddison 
Alexandra.
To Tyler and Emily Weir on the 
birth of their son James Jordan.

SYMPATHY 
To Guy Brasseux and family on 
the death of his sister.
To Brian Moses and family on the 
death of his father. 
To Anne Spyker and family on 
the death of her mother, Jewell 
Johnson.

PRAYERS 
FOR OUR MILITARY

Jake Armijo, Clayton Barnes, Tim 
and Alison Batig, John Belsha, 
John Buck, Jonathan Burdette, 
Sterling Burdette, Daniel Clarke, 
Skyler Cook, Austin Foster, 
Westley Freeze, James Gilbert, 
Tyler J. Gorcie, Dylan Greismeyer, 
Stinson Hamilton, Stephen Travis 
Harding, Adam Higdon, Tyler 
Konrad, Mike Linn, Blake Nunes, 
Cameron Nunes, Ryan O’Quinn, 
Tyler O’Quinn, Melissa Ouel-
lette, Matthew Platz, Noah Platz, 
Shawn Platz, Kevin Quentin, 
Hamilton Rencurrel, Jack Ritchie, 
Don Rolleg, Ben Saunders, Jacob 
Shinkle, Theo Speas, Jason 
Steele, Kyle Taylor, Jacob Wilke, 
and Jasen Wilson.

In Our Prayers

November 4
Traditional Worship
8:30 182      
9:45 226
11:00 298
The Element
9:45 94        
11:00 96
SPLASH      40 
West Campus     91  
West Campus Kids     27
Courage   30
TOTAL 1,090  

ST. PETER’S ATTENDANCE

November 11
Traditional Worship
8:30 221 
9:45 219 
11:00 354
The Element
9:45 84       
11:00 76  
SPLASH      53 
West Campus     108  
West Campus Students/Kids     31
Courage   35
TOTAL 1,187    

The Chancel Choir and Orchestra invite you to our an-
nual Community Messiah Singalong Dec. 2 at 7 p.m. 

in the Sanctuary. You can sing along or just listen to this 
amazing music. You may borrow a score or you may pur-
chase one for $10. Child care is available. Don’t miss this 
opportunity to participate in the Messiah.

Take a walk through Bethlehem as it was the night 
Christ was born at The Road to Bethlehem, Dec. 9 

from 4 to 6 p.m. We will have merchant shops, a live 
nativity, food, and other activities that people of Bethle-
hem would have experienced. We also will be collecting 
new or used books for donation to local organizations. 

On Dec. 9 at the 9:45 and 11 a.m. traditional services 
in the Sanctuary, the Youth Choir will present the 

Christmas musical “He Is Born.” This production is a mu-
sical retelling of the Christmas story through narration, 
singing, and movement set in a festive contemporary 
style that is full of carols and joy.

The KIDS JAM Children’s Choirs will present the Christ-
mas musical “Straight Outta Bethlehem” Dec. 9 at 

3 p.m. in the Sanctuary. In the “sleepy” little village of 
Bethlehem something huge and miraculous is about to 
happen: the birth of the Messiah! Please join us for this 
special presentation.

We Need Greeters and Information Desk Volunteers
Help welcome our guests and members on Sunday mornings and especially at all our 

special events and worship services in December. For more information and to sign up, 

contact Sheryl Ray at Ray77sh@gmail.com.
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Mission Recognition. The 
United Methodist Women 
will present Special Mission 
Recognition pins on Nov. 18 
in the 8:30 and 11 a.m. tradi-
tional services to selected 
members of St. Peter’s who 
have dedicated so much 
time and effort to service.
Unit Meeting. Our next 
meeting is Dec. 5 at 10 a.m. 
in E106. The women of 
Flourish will join us for our 
Christmas party. We will ex-
change humorous white el-
ephant gifts, have a cookie 
contest, and enjoy refresh-
ments. We also will have a 
short installation of officers 
ceremony. All are welcome 
to join us for food, fun, and 
fellowship.

Our annual Charge Conference, which is Dec. 2 at 5:30 p.m. in Lott Hall, 
is a time for us to celebrate what God has done at St. Peter’s this year. 

Our district superintendent, Rev. Tony Vinson, will preside. Please plan to 
attend. Child care is available by e-mailing kpatel@stpkaty.org.

One of the documents prepared for the Church Conference is a request 
to remove from our membership rolls those persons with whom we have 
lost contact. We publish their names in the hope of locating them through 
one of our active members. Below are the names that will be read and re-
moved this year from our 2018 report. Also listed are the names that will be 
read this year and again at the 2019 conference for removal. Please contact 
Heather James at (281) 492-8031 or hjames@stpkaty.org if you know how to 
reach any of these people.

2017 Taryn Brooks; Michael Carpenter; Robin Carpenter; Carla Carrico; Steph-
anie Coffman; Christol Crotts; Allison Davis; Jason Davis; Melissa Davis; Maria de la 
Pena; Gregory A. Evans; Jane Fast; Kristin Getz; Lee Gilmer; Rebecca Gore; Nancy 
Gossett; Diane Hassett; Andrew, Christin, Kelly, and Michael Hlinak; Allison Home-
stead; Erin Homestead; Alison Hruska; Andrea John; Christina J. Johnson; Debby 
Joiner; Richard Kelley; Melba Kermode; Jill M. King; Justin King; Sandra King; 
Andrew Latshaw; Anne Mann; Jackie McDonald; Amanda Medina; Robert Merz; 
Amanda Moehnke; Jonathan Moon; Adam Moore; Gaston Piller; Kyle Pittenger; 
Jessica and John Postlethwaite; Curtis Prater; David and Natalie Rodgers; Tammy 
Seago; Stuart Sedlacek; Jean Stine; Elizabeth Swanson; Johnnie Strother; Jordan 
Talhelm; Gregory Evans; Dotsy Wright; William Wright.

2018 Thomas Bergman, Laura Botkin, Terry Crace, Drew Dueitt, Rebecca 
Dueitt, Allen Easty, Julie Easty, Leigh Ellis, Steve Faulkner, Mary Faulkner, Don 
Fender, Donna Fender, Kea Foerster, Mike French, Rhonda French, Jessica Irving, 
Jacob Jordan, Kathryn Kinnan, Kevin Kinnan, Kimberly Lainart, Troy Madrigal, 
Gregg Miller, Debbie Parker, Jessica Parker, Alyssa Parker, Jill Philp, David Post, 
Laura Post, Carol Schlicht, Neal Skinner, Raye Verdin, Jennifer Walsh, Thomas 
Walsh, Janet Wentroth, Priscilla Wissink. 

Celebrate God’s work at St. Peter’s

Bring nonperishable 
food items to the 

collection box in the 
Lobby for the 

St. Vincent de Paul 
Food Pantry.

First for Food 
Sunday, Dec. 2

We will begin a new confirmation class 
Jan. 23. Confirmation is a time for stu-

dents to learn more about their faith, and by 
doing so, discover how to articulate and affirm 
their relationship with God within themselves, 
to their families, and to their church com-
munity. Confirmation is offered for students 
who are currently in the sixth grade, but older 
students are welcome to participate as well if 
they have not already gone through the confir-
mation process.

The program will run through April 28 during our weekly Rooted time on 
Wednesdays at 6 p.m. More information about the schedule will be available 
soon. Please register at stpkaty.org/students-confirmation by Jan. 6. For 
more information, contact Chad McElveen at cmcelveen@stpkaty.org.

Confirmation class to begin Jan. 23
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Nov. 19 – 25
MONDAY

Isaiah 40:1-11
TUESDAY
Acts 11:1-1

WEDNESDAY
2 Samuel 23:1-7

THURSDAY
Matthew 6:25-33

FRIDAY
Psalm 93

SATURDAY
Revelation 1:4b-8

SUNDAY
John 18:31-38

Nov. 26 – Dec. 2
MONDAY

Exodus 19:16-25
TUESDAY

Joel 2:10-17
WEDNESDAY
Amos 9:11-15
THURSDAY

Jeremiah 33:14-16
FRIDAY

Psalm 25:1-10
SATURDAY

1 Thessalonians 3:9-13
SUNDAY

Luke 21:25-36

Daily 
Bible

Reading

Would you like to help with home repairs so that flood survivors can return to their 
homes? There are still many Harvey flood survivors as well as folks from more recently 
flooded areas who are struggling to get back into their houses. Recently, a group from 
St. Peter’s helped residents with cleanup in areas along the Llano River, which flooded 
in mid-October. In addition, our team’s scope includes assisting qualified homeowners 
in the Houston area whose homes have fallen into disrepair either from past storms or 
because they are unable to do the necessary upkeep for their houses. All skill sets are 
welcome. If you would like to be notified of upcoming work days, contact Maryann at 
fantyml@yahoo.com.

At St. Peter’s, we want those who attend our worship services or other activities to be 
comfortable in our facility. As with any large campus, we have several maintenance 
and repair items that need attention. Would you or your Sunday School class, Life 
Group, or other small group like to sponsor one of these items through a donation 
of money, materials, or labor? Please contact Rev. Jamison Doehring at jdoehring@
stpkaty.org or (281) 492-8031 if you would like to sponsor any of the items below.

St. Peter’s Wish List 2018

Item Unit Cost  Priority

Repair or Replace Chairs in Classrooms (20) $28–$35 Should

Repair or Replace Chairs in Classrooms
(100–125 needed) $28–$35 Should

Powerwashing $1,000 Should

Window Cleaning $750 Should

Floor Cleaning $1,000 Should

Purchase Additional 
Security Video Cameras (20 needed) $220-$250 Should

Security Camera Installation $200 Should

Purchase Additional Switch Box for 
Security Video Camera Monitoring $3,000 Should

Replace Damaged Pew Upholstery in Sanctuary $750 Should

(Green check indicates those items have been donated. Thanks for your generosity!)





 Sunday 
 Worship
 (Oct. 8 only)

 9:00 a.m.
 Combined Traditional, The  
 Element, and West Campus  
 Worship in the Sanctuary

 11:00 a.m. 
 Combined Traditional, The  
 Element, and West Campus  
 Worship in the Sanctuary

 Sunday School for ages 2  
 to 5 only at 9:00 a.m. and  
 11:00 a.m.    
 
 The Nursery is available for  
 children younger than 2.

 Sunday 
 Worship
 8:30 a.m.
 Traditional Worship
 with Holy Communion

 9:45 a.m.
 Traditional Worship

 The Element
 Contemporary Worship

 Sunday School for All Ages

 10:30 a.m. 
 St. Peter’s West Campus
 at Cinco Ranch High School

 11:00 a.m.
 Traditional Worship

 The Element
 Contemporary Worship

 Korean Worship Service

 SPLASH Children’s Worship

 Sunday School for Adults

 5:00 p.m.
 Courage Worship for All

St. Peter’s Events Calendar
Sunday, Nov. 18
4:00 p.m.  Women’s Cancer Support S205
Monday, Nov. 19
1:30 p.m. Alzheimer’s Support Group S209
6:00 p.m. Adoption Support Group E225
7:00 p.m. Missions Committee S101
Tuesday, Nov. 20
7:00 p.m. Special Needs Parents Group S205
Wednesday, Nov. 21
Church Office closed for Thanksgiving Holiday
Thursday, Nov. 22
Thanksgiving
Tuesday, Nov. 27
7:00 p.m. Church Council E106
 Women of Joy S203
Wednesday, Nov. 28
10:00 a.m. The Gathering Asbury Hall
5:45 p.m. Potluck Dinner Lott Hall
6:30 p.m. Wednesday Nights at St. Peter’s Various
Thursday, Nov. 29
6:30 p.m. Family Advent Night Asbury Hall
Friday, Nov. 30
6:00 p.m. Friday Night Friends E221
Saturday, Dec. 1
8:00 a.m. Breakfast With Santa Lott Hall
9:00 a.m. Treasures in the Attic The Quad

A detailed calendar of St. Peter’s events is available on our website.

St. Peter’s
United Methodist Church
20775 Kingsland Blvd.
Katy, Texas 77450

Are you looking for an impor-
tant volunteer position that 

provides a valuable and much-
appreciated service for the pas-
tors and staff during the day? 

The church office needs 
volunteers and substitutes to 
answer the phone and greet 
visitors. Morning shifts are 9 
a.m.–12:30 p.m.; afternoon 
shifts are 12:30–4 p.m. 

If you would like to volun-
teer, please contact Marcia 
Churns at (281) 578-6654 or 
dmchurns@att.net. 

Help out as an 
office volunteer


