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THIS ISSUE:
Let’s go caroling!

We will be gathering 

Dec. 18 to carol throughout 

our neighborhood. Please 

come help us spread the 

joy of Christmas.

 

Four Weeks
of Giving

Don’t forget to stop by the 

Lobby on Sunday to see all 

the ways that you can share 

God’s love with our 

community.

20775 Kingsland Blvd., Katy, Texas 77450
    (281) 492-8031       stpkaty.org

Please bring your family and friends to worship with us at one of 
our Christmas Eve Services as we celebrate Christ’s birth.

3:00 p.m. –  Courage Christmas Eve Service, Asbury Hall
5:00 p.m. –  West Campus Worship, Cinco Ranch High School 
5:00 p.m. –  Carols and Candlelight with the Chancel Choir and   
 Orchestra, Sanctuary
5:30 p.m. –  The Element Worship with Communion, Lott Hall
7:00 p.m. –  Carols and Candlelight with the Chancel Choir and   
 Orchestra, Sanctuary
7:30 p.m. –  The Element Worship with Communion, Lott Hall 
9:00 p.m. –  Carols, Candlelight, and Communion with the Youth   
 Choir, Sanctuary
11:00 p.m. –  Carols, Candlelight, and Communion with Combined   
 Choirs, Sanctuary



 “Come to me, all you that are weary and are 
carrying heavy burdens, and I will give you rest. 
Take my yoke upon you, and learn from me; for I 
am gentle and humble in heart, and you will find 
rest for your souls. For my yoke is easy, and my 
burden is light.”     —Matthew 11:28-30

While enjoying a holiday James Bond mara-
thon one afternoon, my father asked me to 
help finish decorating the tree. As the resident 
“giant” in the family, the top was always left 
for me. I took my first ornament of the sea-
son, reached to the highest branch, then felt a 
most bizarre sensation. Before I knew it, I was 
waking up, moist and damp, surrounded by 
several former snow globes, and a broken cof-
fee table. My father was looking down at me, 
simply uttering, “I think we are heading to the hospital.”

On the way, he took pride in informing me of what had just transpired. 
“Junior,” my dad chuckled to himself, “you were going down, I knew I 
wasn’t stopping you, and so I tried to make sure you took as little as pos-
sible with you!” The tree was saved. Frosty and his extended family of snow-
men from our snow globe collection, not so lucky. 

Perhaps you have had a similar experience—with or without the po-
tential destruction—hitting the wall of the holiday season and wondering 
where your desire to sing “Joy to the World” has gone? How easy we make 
it to forget that Jesus came to calm the world, bringing with him peace, 
hope, and the often-underestimated gift of rest. Sometimes I think the most 
powerful witness Christians can have during the holidays is taking a break. 
Give others permission to say, “I am weary and carrying a heavy burden.” 
What is the reason for all this hustle and bustle? What is the reason for the 
season? Why, that would be Jesus. Now have a cookie and relax—‘Tis the 
Season!

Lord, may I find rest, and in rest, may I find peace, and in peace, may I find Jesus.
Merry Christmas!
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Taking a break

Jamison Doehring,
Executive Pastor

Jamison

We will be going 
caroling to share 

the gift of music with our 
neighbors Dec. 18. Meet 
in the back parking lot off 
Shillington at 6:30 p.m. for 
a time of fellowship and 
hot chocolate. From there 
we will head out for carol-
ing and then return to the 
church by 7:45 p.m. Child 
care is provided, but the 
whole family is welcome.

Here we come 
a-caroling!

Christmas Eve is a long 
day for our clergy, 

choirs, musicians, and 
staff, with little time for 
a meal. We are asking for 
volunteers to bring bot-
tled water and food to go 
along with the ham that 
will be provided for them. 

Please bring the food 
in disposable contain-
ers, and if you would like 
to pick up any of your 
leftovers, please do so 
prior to the 11 p.m. service. 
Please bring your item to 
the Parlor on Christmas 
Eve afternoon or as you ar-
rive for worship services.

Snacks for
Christmas Eve

We are taking orders for poinsettias to decorate the 
Sanctuary and Lott Hall for the Christmas season. 

You can order the poinsettias in memory or in honor of 
a loved one. The poinsettias are from the Brookwood 
Community, a residence for functionally disabled adults 

in Brookshire. Order forms have been e-mailed and also are available at the 
Information Desk in the Lobby. Cost for each plant is $10. The deadline for 
submitting your order is Dec. 17.

Order your poinsettias for Christmas Eve



Christmas season is here! I love this time 
of time of year. I love the joy, the lights, 

Christmas trees, presents, hay rides, hot 
chocolate, presents (did I mention I love 
presents?) and the music. I would start listen-
ing to Christmas music in July if Nicki would 
let me! I really love all the amazing music 
events we host as a church. Two weeks ago, 
the West Campus was blessed to hear a song 
performed by our KIDS JAM children’s choirs 
from their production “Straight Outta Bethle-
hem,” which is Sunday, Dec. 9, at 3 p.m. 

This performance was extra special be-
cause it marks a step forward for us at West Campus in our effort to replicate 
St. Peter’s healthy DNA. One of our volunteers has been working with Jana 
Ellsworth and KIDS JAM to host a “music time” at the West Campus so kids 
could learn the song and join in with KIDS JAM when they sang at West Cam-

pus. Our hope is to continue to of-
fer programs like this to the families 
at West Campus to get them even 
more involved in all we’re doing! 
They did an amazing job, and I can’t 
wait to see the musical this Sunday. 
See you there! 
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Alex Zeisig, 
Pastor to the West Campus

Christmas music  

Alex

ST. PETER’S WEST CAMPUS

Tales from the West As we go through our 
Advent sermon series 

“Down To Earth,” let’s take 
time to put our faith into 
action through Four Weeks 
of Giving. 
• Donate to First for Food, 
our partnership with St. 
Vincent de Paul’s food 
bank. Bring your non-per-
ishable food donations to 
the Lobby. 
• Take a tag from the 
Hope Impacts Giving Tree in 
the Lobby and purchase a 
gift. 
• Sign up to deliver poin-
settias to the homebound 
on Christmas Day. 
• Make no-sew blankets 
for the YMCA to distribute 
to children this Advent 
season. Bring your family 
and join us Dec. 15 from 10 
a.m.–noon in Asbury Hall. 

Four Weeks
of Giving

Elaine Saunders has announced her intention to retire 
from her position as Communications Coordinator 

shortly after the first of the year. A formal job posting 
will follow in subsequent publications. Elaine has blessed 
the ministries of St. Peter’s for almost 14 years. Her care-
ful editing, coordination of volunteers for weekly print 
runs, and work to improve communication throughout 
our community has been an invaluable asset. 

We are so thankful that Elaine shared her many gifts 
with us while also remaining an active member of our church community. 
Please take time to thank Elaine for her faithful service.

Staff change in Communication

Please join as at 4 p.m. on 
Dec. 16 in the Sanctuary 

for our Town Hall meeting. 
We will have an update 
from our West Campus 
Exploration team, as well as 
current financial informa-
tion. Child care is available. 
We look forward to seeing 
you there as we discuss 
this exciting next step in St. 
Peter’s 2020 vision.

Town Hall 
Meeting Dec. 16
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KEYS Christmas Light Tour. 
Join us Dec. 18 for a tour of 
the best Christmas lights in 
the Houston area. We will 
leave the church parking 
lot at 4:15 p.m. Dinner will 
be at Cleburne’s Cafeteria. 
Following dinner, we will 
tour River Oaks, Tangle-
wood, Galleria and Uptown 
areas, Highland Village, 
and more. A coffee break/
rest stop will be included. 
We should be back at the 
church by 10:15 p.m. Cost 
is $5 (plus your dinner) 
payable when you sign up 
at the Information Desk in 
the Lobby. 
Brown Bag Bridge. Please 
join us for our next play 
date on Dec. 13 at 10 a.m. 
in E106.

If you know of a loving, 
nurturing person who 

has experience caring for 
babies/toddlers and is at 
least 18 years old who 
would be interested in 
joining the Nursery Staff on 
Sunday mornings (typically 
9:15 a.m.–12:15 p.m. every 
Sunday), please have them 
contact Kimberly Patel at 
kpatel@stpkaty.org for 
more details.

Nursery workers
needed

Our first blood drive of 2019 is Jan. 6 from 8 a.m. to 12:30 p.m. in the 
Scout House. You can sign up Dec. 16, 23, or 30 in the Lobby or you can 

contact Marsha Asplin at mea1242@aol.com. All donors at this drive will 
receive a gray hoodie. Please help us start the new year with lots of dona-
tions by giving your life-saving blood. If you have questions about donating, 
please contact Marsha.

Donate blood at our first drive of 2019

Powerful Tools for Caregivers will give family caregivers tools they need 
to reduce stress, improve self-confidence, better communicate feelings, 

balance their lives, increase their ability to make tough decisions, and locate 
helpful resources. The six-week program meets in Asbury West from 4–6 
p.m. beginning Jan. 23. Class size is limited; preregistration is required at 
stpkaty.org/bible-studies--small-groups. Cost for the workbook is $25.

Caregivers learn how to care for themselves

You are invited to join the Prayer Quilt Ministry Dec. 12 in E221 from 9 
a.m. to noon. This ministry has created more than 1,000 quilts to give to 

those needing comfort. Quilting experience is not required. We will have a 
Christmas luncheon following our meeting. We hope you can join us then 
for quilting, food, and festivities. For more information, contact Tereasa 
Reimer at (281) 468-9367. 

Prayer Quilt Ministry

Our annual Messiah Singalong attracted about 300 people, many from the community, 
who enjoyed an opportunity to participate in this great musical tradition.
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PRAYERS
Evelyn Asher, Marci Barnes, Jim 
Basham, Dennis Bowling, Jim 
Brock, Sharon Brown, David 
Burrough, Nancy Calderone, 
Lorkeshia Davis, Jenifer Franklin, 
John Freeman, Delores Gorski, 
Art Henderson, Brian Jones, 
Oscar Jones, Ann Kelly, Ralph 
Lovell, Carol Matkin, Maybelle 
Mullen, Gwynne Nelson, Kathy 
Powell, Carey Reid, Virginia 
Reper, Judy Scearce, Trent Skill-
man, Fay Smith, Leslie Smuts, 
Barbara Thoen, Annabelle 
Turner, Sharon Van Huss, Harvey 
Westbrook, Frank Womack, and 
Bill Wright.

JOY 
To Ross and Alyssa Sandlin on 
the birth of their son Bennet.

SYMPATHY 
To Chris Cupples and family on 
death of his father.
To Holley McMellian and family 
on the death of her mother.
To John Sturgeon and family on 
the death of his brother.

PRAYERS 
FOR OUR MILITARY

Jake Armijo, Clayton Barnes, Tim 
and Alison Batig, John Belsha, 
John Buck, Jonathan Burdette, 
Sterling Burdette, Daniel Clarke, 
Skyler Cook, Austin Foster, 
Westley Freeze, James Gilbert, 
Tyler J. Gorcie, Dylan Greismeyer, 
Stinson Hamilton, Stephen Travis 
Harding, Anthony Harris, Adam 
Higdon, Tyler Konrad, Mike Linn, 
Blake Nunes, Cameron Nunes, 
Ryan O’Quinn, Tyler O’Quinn, 
Melissa Ouellette, Matthew 
Platz, Noah Platz, Shawn Platz, 
Kevin Quentin, Hamilton Rencur-
rel, Jack Ritchie, Don Rolleg, Ben 
Saunders, Jacob Shinkle, Theo 
Speas, Jason Steele, Kyle Taylor, 
Jacob Wilke, and Jasen Wilson.

In Our Prayers

November 25
Traditional Worship
8:30 160      
9:45 161
11:00 253
The Element
9:45 81        
11:00 60
SPLASH      35 
West Campus     145  
West Campus Students/Kids     76
Courage   25
TOTAL 996  

ST. PETER’S ATTENDANCE

December 2
Traditional Worship
8:30 164 
9:45 259 
11:00 411
The Element
9:45 115       
11:00 103  
SPLASH      43 
West Campus     95  
West Campus Kids     29
Courage   31
Messiah Singalong 300
TOTAL 1,556    

Bob and Linda Anderson, David and Sarah Applegate, 
Forrest and Sarah Klein, and Frank and Elizabeth Santos

Welcome to our new members

The Grace Notes and Pastor Pat and Pastor Alex led the participants at The Gathering in 
a special Christmas worship service. The Gathering is our monthly respite care program 
for senior adults.

Although we have several new volunteers, we still need 24 Greeters to 
help welcome our guests and members, especially during this Advent 

season. We will have a training workshop Dec. 11 at 7 p.m. in E106. Please 
contact Sheryl Ray at ray77sh@gmail.com or (281) 639-8586 to volunteer.

Help greet our guests and members
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Our Student Life Group 
and Rooted End of the 

Year Party is Dec. 12 from 
6–8 p.m. in the Wesley 
Student Center. Bring a 
wrapped, inexpensive gift 
(something you already 
own or $5 or less) for our 
White Elephant gift ex-
change, dress in your best 
holiday attire, and have fun 
in our Christmas Caroloke 
contest!

Student Ministry 
celebration

Recognition. The UMW 
Special Mission Recogni-
tion pins were awarded to 
Nancy Calderone and to 
Cindy and Charles McFar-
land at services on Nov. 18. 
These Recognition pins are 
given to honor those who 
have dedicated so much 
time and effort to service.  
Congratulations and thank 
you to them for all their 
good works.
Christmas Party. UMW and 
the women of Flourish had 
their Christmas party on 
Dec. 5. There was a cookie 
contest, a white elephant 
gift exchange, and lots of 
laughs and fun. The UMW 
new officer installation was 
conducted by Pastor Kim 
Poer. Please watch the bul-
letins and newsletter for 
UMW upcoming events.

Next time you’re on campus, be sure to swing by Lott Hall to see the mural painted across 
from the Children’s Ministry Offices. The piece was designed by Melissa Neill, a worshiper 
from The Element, and she led her students from St. John XXIII College Preparatory in 
painting the mural before Thanksgiving. Take a moment to enjoy the biblical imagery 
throughout the piece, and feel free to take a picture standing in front of this beautiful 
gathering space!

The New Beginnings Sunday School class sponsored the monthly Hope Impacts commu-
nity outreach breakfast and worship service on Dec. 1 at New Hope Presbyterian Church. 
The class cooked and served breakfast, sang Christmas songs, worshiped, prayed, so-
cialized, and then cleaned up. Hope Impacts is a Katy-based charitable organization serv-
ing the needs of the homeless and under-resourced in our community through tangible 
acts of love. For more information about Hope Impacts and volunteer opportunities, visit 
hopeimpacts.net.
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Dec. 10 – 16
MONDAY
Psalm 97
TUESDAY

Habakkuk 2:6-14
WEDNESDAY

Habakkuk 2:15-20
THURSDAY

Zephaniah 3:14-20
FRIDAY

Isaiah 12:2-6
SATURDAY

Philippians 4:4-7
SUNDAY

Luke 3:7-18

Dec. 17 – 23
MONDAY

Isaiah 11:1-9
TUESDAY

Isaiah 26:16-21
WEDNESDAY
Isaiah 44:1-8
THURSDAY
Micah 5:2-5a

FRIDAY
Psalm 80:1-7
SATURDAY

Hebrews 10:5-10
SUNDAY

Luke 1:39-45, 46-55

Daily 
Bible

Reading

Take a walk through Bethlehem as it was the night 
Christ was born at The Road to Bethlehem, Dec. 9 

from 4 to 6 p.m. We will have merchant shops, a live 
nativity, food, and other activities that people of Bethle-
hem would have experienced. We also will be collecting 
new or used books for donation to local organizations. 

On Dec. 9 at the 9:45 and 11 a.m. traditional services 
in the Sanctuary, the Youth Choir will present the 

Christmas musical “He Is Born.” This production is a mu-
sical retelling of the Christmas story through narration, 
singing, and movement set in a festive contemporary 
style that is full of carols and joy.

The KIDS JAM Children’s Choirs will present the Christ-
mas musical “Straight Outta Bethlehem” Dec. 9 at 

3 p.m. in the Sanctuary. In the “sleepy” little village of 
Bethlehem something huge and miraculous is about to 
happen: the birth of the Messiah! Please join us for this 
special presentation.

Our Jingle Jam Family Christmas Service is Sunday, 
Dec. 23, at 4 p.m. in the Sanctuary. Pastor Pat, Pas-

tor Alex, and Pastor Parker will take us through what 
Christmas is all about. There will be games, laughs, 
worship, and joy. And please join us for hot cocoa and 
cookies in the Lobby following the service. 

Come hear beautiful arrangements of your favorite 
Christmas music when the Chancel Choir and Orches-

tra present “The Many Moods of Christmas” Dec. 16 at 
the 9:45 and 11 a.m. traditional services in the Sanctuary. 
In addition, the Carillon Bells will present a selection of 
Christmas carols arranged for bells. 

For those who have suffered a loss, a traditional Christ-
mas service can be difficult. In our special Night of 

Hope service, we acknowledge the loss, grief, and dark-
ness in our lives, yet celebrate together the coming of 
hope, joy, and light into our world through the birth of 
Jesus. This service is Dec. 17 at 7 p.m. in the Sanctuary.

Each year St. Peter’s steps up to support the Pregnancy Help Center in Katy 
during their annual Baby Bottle Fundraiser. This year St. Peter’s again stepped 
up to give and give generously. Our church gifted the Pregnancy Help Center 
with $2,189.49! Thank you very much for your generous and loving support.

Baby Bottle Fundraiser raised more than $2,000



 Sunday 
 Worship
 (Oct. 8 only)

 9:00 a.m.
 Combined Traditional, The  
 Element, and West Campus  
 Worship in the Sanctuary

 11:00 a.m. 
 Combined Traditional, The  
 Element, and West Campus  
 Worship in the Sanctuary

 Sunday School for ages 2  
 to 5 only at 9:00 a.m. and  
 11:00 a.m.    
 
 The Nursery is available for  
 children younger than 2.

 Sunday 
 Worship
 8:30 a.m.
 Traditional Worship
 with Holy Communion

 9:45 a.m.
 Traditional Worship

 The Element
 Contemporary Worship

 Sunday School for All Ages

 10:30 a.m. 
 St. Peter’s West Campus
 at Cinco Ranch High School

 11:00 a.m.
 Traditional Worship

 The Element
 Contemporary Worship

 Korean Worship Service

 SPLASH Children’s Worship

 Sunday School for Adults

 5:00 p.m.
 Courage Worship for All

St. Peter’s Events Calendar
Sunday, Dec. 9
9:45, 11:00 a.m.  Youth Choir Christmas Concert Sanctuary
3:00 p.m. KIDS JAM Christmas Musical Sanctuary
4:00 p.m. Road to Bethlehem Campus-wide
Tuesday, Dec. 11
7:00 p.m. Greeter Workshop E106
Wednesday, Dec. 12
9:00 a.m. Prayer Quilt Ministry E221
9:30 a.m.  Human Trafficking Phone Bank E225
5:45 p.m. Potluck Dinner Lott Hall
6:30 p.m. Wednesday Nights at St. Peter’s Various
Thursday, Dec. 13
10:00 a.m. Brown Bag Bridge E106
Friday, Dec. 14 
5:00 p.m. Parents’ Night Out Nursery
Sunday, Dec. 16
9:45, 11:00 a.m.  Chancel Choir Christmas Concert Sanctuary
4:00 p.m. Women’s Cancer Support Group S205
Monday, Dec. 17
1:30 p.m. Alzheimer’s Support Group S209
6:00 p.m. Adoption Support Group E225
7:00 p.m. Night of Hope Sanctuary
Tuesday, Dec. 18
6:30 p.m. Christmas Caroling Shillington Lot
7:00 p.m. Trustees Conference Room
Wednesday, Dec. 19
10:00 a.m. Agape-Miriam Circle E106
Thursday, Dec. 20
7:00 p.m. Finance Committee Conference Room

A detailed calendar of St. Peter’s events is available on our website.

St. Peter’s
United Methodist Church
20775 Kingsland Blvd.
Katy, Texas 77450

Christ Clinic, one of our mis-
sion partners, provides 

reliable, accessible, high qual-
ity medical services to the 
most vulnerable people in our 
community. The Christ Clinic 
Pharmacy is looking for help 
with supplies, including zip-lock 
bags (snack size and sandwich 
size), Walmart and HEB Gift 
Cards ($10 each), measuring 
cups, paper towels, Clorox 
disinfecting wipes, brown bags, 
Scotch tape, and small and 
large binder clips.

If you can donate any of 
these items, please bring them 
to Christ Clinic at 25722 King-
sland Blvd. and ask for Michael 
Peterson.

Donations needed
at Christ Clinic


